Noteworthy Contemporary Authors from the Pittsburgh Area
(Suggested by Reader Advisors at the Pittsburgh Library for the Blind & Physically Handicapped)
Joseph Bathanti.  A Pittsburgh native, Bathanti has received numerous awards for poetry.  His coming-of-age novel East Liberty is set in an Italian-American neighborhood of Pittsburgh.
Philip Beard.   Hailing from Aspinwall, Beard left a successful legal career to work on his highly acclaimed first novel Dear Zoe.   A fortune cookie at a favorite Chinese Restaurant helped:  “You are a lover of words.  Someday you will write a book.”  Dear Zoe and his novel Lost in the Garden are set in Pittsburgh.
Jan Beatty.  Poet Jan Beatty was raised in a working class family in Pittsburgh.  Her father, a steelworker at J&L, told stories that greatly impacted her later writing:  “He taught me about location, about grounding your listener in a time and place, thirty years before I would hear it in a writing class.”  For the past 20 years she has hosted and produced Prosody, on NPR affiliate WESA-FM featuring the work of national writers.
Karen Rose Cercone.  Many of her mysteries, such as Steel Ashes, Blood Tracks and Coal Bones depict labor history set in turn-of-the-century Pittsburgh.  Cercone, who earned an MFA at the University of Pittsburgh and who teaches at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, also co-wrote eleven Star Trek novels with fellow writer Julia Ecklar under the name L.A. Graf.  (The name stands for “Let’s All Get Rich and Famous.”)
Michael Chabon.  While acclaimed author Michael Chabon was not born in Pittsburgh, he spent his teen years here and attended Carnegie Mellon University and the University of Pittsburgh.  His first novel, The Mysteries of Pittsburgh, was published when he was 25, and was made into a movie starring Peter Sarsgaard and Sienna Miller.  He also authored The Wonder Boys, made into an Oscar-winning film, and The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay, which won the 2001 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction.  
Stephen Chebosky.  Stephen Chebosky grew up in Upper St. Clair, a Pittsburgh suburb.  He is best known for the coming of age novel The Perks of Being a Wallflower, the basis for the 2012 film starring Emma Watson; he also wrote and directed the film version.  
Stephen Dau.  Originally from Western Pennsylvania, Dau attended the University of Pittsburgh.  His debut novel The Book of Jonas was named one of the best books of 2012 by Kirkus Reviews and Booklist.

Annie Dillard.  Born to an affluent family in the Point Breeze section of Pittsburgh, Dillard is best known for narrative prose in both fiction and nonfiction.  In luminous prose, her best-selling book An American Childhood relates the events of typical childhood happenings with their original immediacy and force.  The work utterly captures Pittsburgh in 1953.  “I grew up in…a house full of comedians, reading books,” she said.  Her mother had energies too vast for bridge games and household chores; her father made low-budget horror movies, loved Dixieland jazz, and told endless jokes.  From this slightly odd couple, Dillard acquired her love of nature and taut sensitivity.  

Albert French.  French graduated from Penn Hills High School, joined the Marine Corps when he was 19, and was severely wounded in Vietnam.  He was a photographer at the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette for years.  He is best known for Billy, his harrowing debut novel of 10-year-old Billy Lee Turner, an African-American convicted and executed for murdering a white girl in Baines, Mississippi.
Kathleen George.  Kathleen George, born in Johnstown, sets her crime novels in Pittsburgh.  She is a professor of theatre at the University of Pittsburgh and fiction writing at Chatham University.  Her novels include The Odds, Hideout, Taken, Fallen, and Afterimage. She edited the 2011 collection of short stories Pittsburgh Noir.
Martha Grimes.  Another writer born in Pittsburgh, Martha Grimes is known for detective mysteries.  She is the creator of 22 novels featuring Scotland Yard inspector Richard Jury and his aristocratic associate Melrose Plant.  Almost all her books were written after she was 50 years old.
Lee Gutkind.  Proclaimed by Vanity Fair as “the Godfather behind creative nonfiction,” Gutkind authored/edited over 25 books.  He is founder and editor of Creative Nonfiction, the first and largest literary magazine to publish narrative nonfiction exclusively.   Of creative nonfiction he says, “…you are trying to write the truth and make it read like a short story or fiction.”  His newest book is You Can’t Make This Stuff Up.
Terence Hayes.  One of the most compelling voices in American poetry, Terence Hayes received his MFA at the University of Pittsburgh and is a Professor of Creative Writing at Carnegie Mellon University.  His book Lighthead won the 2010 National Book Award.  He observes, “I aspire to a poetic style that resists style.”  
Charles McCollester.  A retired Professor of Industrial and Labor Relations at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, McCollester notes of his book The Point of Pittsburgh:  “Many books have been written about Carnegie, Mellon and Frick…this book tells a story that has not been told.  It is about the Indians and the workers, not the generals or the titans of industry.  It is about those who first stood at the Forks of the Ohio, those who dug the coal, tended the furnaces, wrested the iron, steel, glass and aluminum from raw material.”
David McCullough.  The work of Pittsburgh historian McCullough is well known.  Since The Johnstown Flood, his first book published in 1968, he has penned several works, including the Pulitzer Prize-winning Truman and John Adams.  He is also the recipient of the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
Dinty W. Moore.  An essayist and writer of both fiction and nonfiction, Moore was born in Erie and educated at the University of Pittsburgh.  His memoir Between Panic and Desire earned the National Book Prize in 2008.

Stewart O’Nan.  O’Nan grew up in Point Breeze, a Pittsburgh neighborhood, and still resides near Pittsburgh.  He is the author of eleven novels, a story collection, and two works of nonfiction, among them Emily Alone, Snow Angels, Last Night at the Lobster, and A Prayer for the Dying.  Salon observed, “Unlike anyone else, O'Nan delivers a new book every year that speaks directly to the anxieties of our fearful times.”
Brian O’Neill.  A columnist for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, O’Neill resides on Pittsburgh’s North Side. When LBPH commenced digital audio production of his popular book The Paris of Appalachia:  Pittsburgh in the Twenty-first Century, he recorded the introduction on-site.
Peter Oresick.  Poet Peter Oresick received his BA and MFA at the University of Pittsburgh and is on the faculty of Chatham University.  Two of his books are Working Classics:  Poems on Industrial Life and Warhol-a-Rama.
Nathaniel Philbrick.  A member of the Philbrick literary family, Nathaniel spent his formative years in Pittsburgh.  He is a champion sailboat racer, and his maritime histories chronicle the ocean, its islands or the coast.  The Wall Street Journal called In the Heart of the Sea:  The Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex, “One of our country’s greatest adventure stories.”  The Last Stand and Bunker Hill are two of his more recent histories. 
Gerald Stern.  One of America’s most celebrated poets, Gerald Stern was born in Pittsburgh in 1925, the son of Eastern European immigrants.  About his work, the poet Toi Derricotte has said, "Gerald Stern has made an immense contribution to American poetry.  His poems…get into your heart and stay there.” 
Judith Vollmer.  Poet Judith Vollmer lives in Pittsburgh area and is a Professor of English at the University of Pittsburgh in Greensburg.  About the role the city plays in her work she says, “Pittsburgh is the living geology, the formal architecture, the staging body, and the organic shape that informs many of my poems….Writers who fear being pegged as local or small are missing the reality of Pittsburgh.”
John Edgar Wideman.  Wideman grew up in Homewood, the locale of much of his fiction.  The 1998 Rea Award Jurors said of his work, “…the stories of John Edgar Wideman guide us to a place we’ve never been, into that unexplored area of America’s Heartland for which we’ve had no true compass before his own.  More than compassionate…like gospel songs sung by a hundred voices, offering praise to life itself.”
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