Western Pennsylvania Firsts

World Series (Pittsburgh & Boston in 1903). “An earlier and more innocent time in national pastime history.”  http://
bleacherreport.com/articles/895365-remembering-the-first-word-series-boston-americans-versus-pittsburgh-pirates
Radio station (KDKA in Pittsburgh, 1920).  “KDKA was a huge hit, inspiring other companies to take up broadcasting.”   http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/dt20ra.html
Football team to win six Super Bowl titles (Pittsburgh Steelers 2009).  “We are all the Steelers.  A ragtag bunch of misfits, underestimated yet undeterred, born in the foundries and rising to the highest peaks.”
http://www.steelers.com/history/superbowl.html

http://sports.espn.go.com/nfl/playoffs/2010/columns/story?columnist=millman_chad&id=6068358

Robotics Institute (Carnegie-Mellon University, Pittsburgh, 1979).  “Boosting the productivity and competitiveness of the United States…”  http://www.ri.cmu.edu/ri_static_content.html?menu_id=232
America’s first successful oil well (Titusville, Crawford County, PA, 1859).  "Never again would any single region have such a grasp on supply of the raw material."  http://explorepahistory.com/story.php?storyId=1-9-C
Polio vaccine (by Jonas Salk at the University of Pittsburgh in 1953).  “There is still no cure for the disease. But at the peak of its devastation in the United States, Jonas Salk introduced a way to prevent it.”

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/dm52sa.html
Indoor artificial ice skating rink in North America (Schenley Park, Pittsburgh,1894). “Pittsburgh’s first multi-purpose arena was ahead of its time – by more than 100 years.”  http://pittsburghhockey.net/arenas/schenley-park-casino
Commercial full-scale U.S. nuclear power plant (Shippingport, Beaver County, 1958).  “Shippingport embodied a fervent promise that the technology that had devastated Hiroshima and Nagasaki could be made safe and useful for peaceful ends.”  http://www.ieeeghn.org/wiki/index.php/Shippingport_Nuclear_Power_Plant
All-motion picture theater, the Nickelodeon (Pittsburgh, 1905).  “Nickelodeon combines the price of admission with `odeon,' the ancient Greek word for theater.”  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4707873
Community-sponsored television station in the U.S. (WQED, Pittsburgh, 1954).  “Funded in part by two-dollar donations from some 60,000 residents…”  http://explorepahistory.com/hmarker.php?markerId=1-A-390
Official telegram to pass between two continents (from Queen Victoria to President James Buchanan, Bedford County, 1858).  “The message took 16 hours to send by Morse code through 2,500 miles of cable.”  https://-www.jpmorgan.com/cm/ContentServer?pagename=Chase/Href&urlname=jpmorgan/about/history/month/aug
Simultaneous heart, liver, kidney transplant (Presbyterian-University Hospital, Pittsburgh, 1989).  “…an almost daylong operation that doctors called the first of its kind.”  http://www.apnewsarchive.com/1989/Woman-Receives-World-s-First-Heart-Liver-Kidney-Transplant/id-7d87a67ec6a60383669770566bda27b5
Pull-tab on cans (Alcoa for Iron City Brewery, Pittsburgh, 1962).  “For many years, pull-tabs were only used in this area.”  http://beercansorg.home.comcast.net/~beercansorg/bchistp2.html
Internet emoticon ( (Carnegie-Mellon University, Pittsburgh, 1982).  “Actually, it is probably more economical to mark things that are NOT jokes, given current trends.”  http://www.neatorama.com/2009/05/05/10-things-you-didnt-know-about-emoticons/
All-aluminum skyscraper, the Alcoa Building (Pittsburgh, 1953).  “…designed as a showpiece of the use of aluminum in building construction.”  http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/wt/html/alcoa_building_1953.html
Big Mac (Uniontown, 1967).  "The flavors that come together — it's like heaven in your mouth.”

http://www.nbcnews.com/id/20423294/#.UUM7Rzc1CSo
University Skyscraper (Pitt’s Cathedral of Learning groundbreaking, 1926).  “The building was to be more than a schoolhouse; it was to be a symbol of the life that Pittsburgh through the years had wanted to live.”

http://www.pitt.edu/~natrooms/pages/cathedral.html
Find more Pittsburgh area firsts at:

http://www.clpgh.org/research/pittsburgh/history/pghsts4.html
