
2013 Midlands Conference Resolutions

Pittsburgh, PA
The Midlands Conference Members resolve to thank Kathi Kappel and the staff of the Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh for their efforts as the host site for the 2013 Tri-Regional Conference of Librarians serving the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
The Midlands Conference Members resolve to thank the Wyndham Hotel management and their staff for their gracious service and wonderful accommodations.

The Midlands Conference Members resolve to thank Keystone Systems, Inc. for sponsoring the lovely reception at the Phipps Conservatory.
The Midlands Conference Members recommend that NLS declare C1s and other analog talking book players obsolete and that they no longer be included in machine audits.
The Midlands Conference Members resolve to thank all conference presenters for providing informative, enlightening and entertaining presentations.
The Midlands Conference Members resolve to thank all retired and retiring Midlands network library staff, including, but not limited to Valerie Brandon (IL-28 years) Karen Odean (IL-39+ years) and Beth Hirst (IA-34 years). Their years of dedication and contributions to this service are deeply appreciated.
The Midlands Conference Members recommend that NLS consider allowing network libraries to take 3% of their copy allotment in blank cartridges either in full case lots or added as a percentage to each state's interlibrary quota allotment (but blank) available through the Multistate Centers. Network libraries will be required to erase all their locally-produced content and copy-protection software for any cartridge returned during a recall.
Midlands Conference Members recommend that network libraries be given the option to order in advance XESS cards as needed through the Multistate Centers. This will help with workflow processes.
Midlands Conference Members once again request that NLS update the Machine Lending Manual and place it online.
Midlands Conference members once again request the NLS to institute a reexamination of the reading disability eligibility requirements, 36 CFR 701.6(b), in light of currently accepted medical understandings and practices. The Library of Congress is the federal authority charged with promulgating eligibility regulations, see 17 U.S.C. § 121(d)(2) and 2 U.S.C. § 135a. The National Library Service/Library of Congress is the appropriate authority to undertake a review to ensure its implementing regulations are current, taking into account medical advances in understanding and diagnosing reading disabilities that have occurred since medical experts were last consulted in 1974.
The Midlands Conference Members want to thank NLS for placing online a refillable version of the consultant biennial visit questionnaire.
The Midlands Conference Members want to thank Midlands Conference members, especially Terry Soave and the Ann Arbor District Library, for their work on developing a LBPH Network Libraries Wiki and hosting the Wiki for the network.
The Midlands Conference Members want to thank NLS for their timely response to all 2012 regional resolutions.
The Midlands Conference Members thank NLS for allowing faxed or scanned signatures of certifying authorities in lieu of hard copy originals.
The Midlands Conference Members recommend that NLS implement an online adult A-to-D conversion form similar to the one implemented for the Youth collection (see: http://bit.ly/Jzp4Jc).
The Midlands Conference Members thank NLS for beginning a BARD pilot project for network-produced materials.
The Midlands Conference Members suggest that multi-region biennial conferences continue and hope that a four region conference be seriously explored for 2015.

The Midlands Conference Members request that NLS review the introductory message of the MOC project and reword the language to be consistent with the scheduled return policy.
The Midlands Conference Members request that NLS reconsider the loan periods for the MOC program so that they are consistent (same period for all), so patrons can more easily understand the due date.
The Midlands Conference Members recommend that NLS declare C1s obsolete and that they no longer be included in machine audits.

The Midlands Conference members gratefully thank Catherine Durivage for her numerous years of professional leadership for our group.

