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Dear          :
Thank you for your interest in the recording studio.
We depend on volunteers to do much of the studio work and we value their contribution. Like the Perkins Braille and Talking Book Library (BTBL), the Clive W. Lacy Recording Studio is founded on the belief that people who are visually impaired or print disabled should have access to as many of the materials that are available in the public libraries as possible. 
Because the Perkins BTBL primarily serves residents of Massachusetts, the studio produces many recordings of books on local topics, and/or by local authors. In addition, the studio records other works of fiction and nonfiction of lasting value. To serve the most BTBL patrons, we record books that will interest many rather than just a few. 

In order to provide high caliber recordings for our patrons, we try to record as close to professional standards as possible. Accordingly, the audition screening committee listens to audition cassettes critically. Usually about 60% of those who audition are accepted into the program. We currently have 55 volunteers narrating books for the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped Catalogue.   Most have had some previous voice-related experience: singing, acting, public speaking, reading to a blind relative, etc. Though a “beautiful voice” is a wonderful asset, it is not the whole story; indeed, it is not a necessary component of a good narrator. While it is essential to have a pleasant voice, confidence, energy, and the ability to “tell the story” are important.  
We wish we could accept everyone who auditions; unfortunately, we cannot. I am enclosing a Narrator/Monitor Check List so you can get an idea of what ideal narrator qualities are. Studio staff can give new narrators pointers, but good reading skills are something you should already have. No beginning narrator is expected to be ideal, but you should possess many of the qualities listed. 
Also enclosed are:



1. Information about the recording studio


2. Tips on preparing for your audition
We will talk (or email) soon to set up an appointment for you to come in and audition.
Yours truly,
Robert Pierson
Recording Studio Director
(617) 972-7316

robert.pierson@perkins.org
