Holiday Books to Give You the Warm Fuzzies
Author: Rachel Bussan
(We own all of these titles)


I feel this book list deserves a brief note.  This list contains books that are mostly Christmas themed, with an emphasis on family.  Christmas romances and Christmas mysteries are both very popular genres, but I feel they have already been covered by others.  I wanted books that read like a holiday television special, and you will notice that several of these titles have already been turned into one.  Wolfner Library in Nebraska also has an excellent Christmas book list, and I encourage you to check it out as well.
DB44446
Title: Journey into Christmas and Other Stories
Author: Bess S. Aldrich
Annotation: A dozen short stories that embody the traditional warmth and sentimentality of the Christmas season. In addition to the title story, includes "The Drum Goes Dead," "The Man Who Caught the Weather," and recollections of an Iowa childhood in "I Remember." 1949.
DB/RC68511
Title: The Christmas Sweater
Author: Glenn Beck
Annotation: Twelve-year-old Eddie is mad that he didn't get a bike for Christmas -- only a homemade sweater from his widowed mother. When Eddie's mom is killed on their way home from visiting his grandparents, his grandfather tries to teach the grieving boy about life, happiness, and faith. Bestseller. 2008.
DB74035
Title: The Snow Angel
Author: Glenn Beck
Annotation: Rachel, stuck in an abusive marriage, is afraid to leave her husband. But that starts to change when an old friend asks for help. And on a magical Christmas Eve, Rachel realizes that her daughter and her senile father need her and finds the courage to change her life. Bestseller. 2011.
DB43325
Title: This Year It Will Be Different and Other Stories: A Christmas Treasury
Author: Maeve Binchy
Annotation: Fifteen tales set in England, Ireland, and Australia telling how family members come to terms with Christmases that circumstances make "different." In the title story, a mother's listlessness leads to a change in the way her family observes the holiday. In another, a resentful stepdaughter finds love within her new family. Bestseller. 1996.
BRN1174, DB27990
Title: Once upon a Christmas: A Collection
Author: Pearl S. Buck
Annotation: A lifetime of Christmas reminiscences along with a collection of the author's own stories reflect the joy and spirit of the holiday. Mrs. Buck's memories are first of festivals in China and later the traditional American celebrations of snow-covered Vermont and Pennsylvania. 1972.
DB72371
Title: Chicken Soup for the Soul: Christmas Cheer; Stories about the Love, Inspiration, and Joy of Christmas -- Our 101 Best Stories; Series1688
Author: Jack Canfield
Annotation: Inspirational stories center on the true meaning of Christmas and on traditions, memories, the spirit of giving, and love of family. Commercial audiobook. 2008.
BR13767, DB53307
Title: Christmas in Plains: Memories
Author: Jimmy Carter
Annotation: Carter, who served as the thirty-ninth president of the United States, reminisces about family Christmases over the years, beginning with his childhood on a Georgia farm, through his years in the U.S. Navy, the Georgia governor's mansion, the White House, and then back to Plains. Bestseller. 2001.
LT7907, BR16428, DB72065
Title: The Christmas Quilt
Author: Jennifer Chiaverini
Annotation: Sarah discovers an unfinished Christmas quilt, along with antique ornaments and heirlooms, in the attic of her elderly friend Sylvia. Although Sylvia prefers a quiet holiday reminiscing about her family's traditions and hardships endured, Sarah infuses the season with joy. 2005. Eighth Elm Creek Quilts novel. Sequel to "The Sugar Camp Quilt."
DB73702
Title: A Piggly Wiggly Christmas
Author: Robert Dalby
Annotation: Second Creek, Mississippi. In September, Mayor Dunbar and his new wife Gaylie Girl enlist the help of the Nitwitts -- the wealthy ladies of the town -- to organize a Christmas Eve gala in the town square. But obstacles arise, including a premature birth, a diva, and a fire. Sequel to "A Piggly Wiggly Wedding." Fourth book in the Piggly Wiggly series. 2010.
BR3956, DB12986
Title: Miracle on 34th Street
Author: Valentine Davies
Annotation: Humorous twentieth-century Christmas story about an old man who says he is Santa Claus. The reindeer in the zoo eat out of his hand and the children who come to Macy's are convinced he is Santa. His sanity is questioned and the case goes to court.
LT6883, BR17785, DB43546
Title: A Christmas Carol
Author: Charles Dickens
Annotation: A classic nineteenth-century Christmas story set in England describes the conversion of grasping old miser Ebenezer Scrooge when he is visited by ghosts of Christmas past, present, and future. Originally published in 1843.
BR11334, DB45381
Title: The Cricket on the Hearth and Other Christmas Stories
Author: Charles Dickens
Annotation: As this tale begins it paints a beautiful picture of a happy household and of 19th century English country life as Christmas approaches. The arrival of a mysterious stranger threatens to shatter this harmony. But the misunderstandings are cleared up in time to make the holiday cheerful. Written in the 1850s. 1997.
LT4930, BRD17122, DB43556
Title: The Christmas Box
Author: Richard Paul Evans
Annotation: Richard and Keri Evans and their four-year-old daughter, Jenna, are living in a cramped one-room apartment when a unique opportunity arises. MaryAnne Parkin, an elderly woman with a large home, is looking for a live-in couple who can cook and do light housekeeping. And children are welcome. As the four become a family, Richard, who is starting his own business, learns a valuable lesson from MaryAnne and her Christmas box. Bestseller.1994. Braille copies can be made from RA 17122.
DB/RC70292
Title: The Christmas List
Author: Richard Paul Evans
Annotation: Three weeks before Christmas, the newspaper erroneously publishes the obituary of Utah real-estate developer James Kier. Kier discovers what others really think of him and sets about making amends to the people he has hurt, including the cancer-stricken wife he's divorcing and his estranged son. 2009.
LT8269, DB/RC67253
Title: The Gift
Author: Richard Paul Evans
Annotation: Snowed in at the Denver airport, Nate Hurst -- a retail store detective with Tourette's syndrome -- shares lodgings with divorcée Addison Park and her children, Lizzy and Collin. Collin cures Nate's symptoms, and soon the public discovers Collin's healing gift. But as demand for his services grows, Collin himself becomes more sickly. 2007.
LT10043, DB74065
Title: Lost December
Author: Richard Paul Evans
Annotation: Luke Crisp, son of a wealthy businessman, runs with a wild crowd in grad school, wastes his trust fund, and loses his father's respect. Ashamed to ask for financial support, Luke -- now homeless -- takes a job in one of his dad's stores and tries to rebuild his life. Bestseller. 2011.
BR13636, DB52929
Title: Skipping Christmas
Author: John Grisham
Annotation: Tax accountant Luther Krank calculates that a Caribbean cruise will cost less than what he and his wife, Nora, spent celebrating the holidays last year. Since daughter Blair is in the Peace Corps, they plan to skip Christmas. Luther, however, doesn't anticipate the town's reaction. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2001.
DB/RC60043
Title: Christmas in Harmony
Author: Phillip Gulley
Annotation: As Quaker minister Sam Gardner and other Harmony citizens prepare to celebrate Christmas, eccentric church elder Dale Hinshaw devises an unusual nativity scene involving the whole town. Despite his unconventional congregation and an argument with his wife, Sam reflects on family and the meaning of the holidays. 2002. Fourth Harmony novel. Sequel to "Signs and Wonders."
DB/RC62595
Title: The Christmas Scrapbook
Author: Phillip Gulley
Annotation: Pastor Sam Gardner, determined to give his wife, Barbara, a special Christmas gift, enrolls in a scrapbooking class. Barbara becomes suspicious of his "men's meeting" every Wednesday night and fears he is either cheating on her or secretly getting medical treatment. Suddenly all of Harmony believes Sam is dying. 2005. A novella set in the Harmony, Indiana series.
DB/RC69899
Title: A Simple Christmas: Twelve Stories That Celebrate The True Holiday Spirit
Author: Mike Huckabee
Annotation: Talk-show host Mike Huckabee -- a former presidential candidate, Arkansas governor, and pastor -- shares experiences that taught him the true meaning of Christmas, emphasizing God, family, love, and hope instead of shopping and presents. Bestseller. 2009.
LT10225, DBO15424
Title: Christmas With Tucker
Author: Greg Kincaid
Annotation: It is the winter of 1962, and Kansas is hit with one of the worst blizzards in its history. It is during this season that twelve-year-old George is called upon to endure the death of his father and the upkeep of the family farm. When his mother and sisters leave for Minnesota, George has only his grandparents and the companionship of Tucker, an Irish setter, to help him persevere through these difficult challenges. Can he find the strength to walk the road that leads to healing, finding his true self and ultimately becoming a man? Second book in the Christmas Dogs series. Prequel to "A Dog Named Christmas." 2010.
LT10222, DBO15422
Title: A Dog Named Christmas
Author: Greg Kincaid
Annotation: Discovering that a local shelter is looking for temporary homes for their dogs over the Christmas holidays, Todd, a developmentally challenged young man, persuades his reluctant family to take in a special canine named Christmas, who teaches an entire community a lesson in the transforming power of love and goodwill. First book in the Christmas Dogs series. 2010.
DB/RC64411
Title: The Red Gloves Collection: Gideon's Gift, Maggie's Miracle, Sarah's Song, Hannah's Hope
Author: Karen Kingsbury
Annotation: Four novels of family and faith at Christmas. In "Gideon's Gift" a young leukemia patient gives a life-changing gift. In "Maggie's Miracle" a widow finds love. In "Sarah's Song" a retirement home patient remembers her late husband. In "Hannah's Hope" a teenager seeks her biological father stationed in Iraq. 2002.
LT8020, DB/RC65644
Title: The Christmas Angel
Author: Thomas Kincaid
Annotation: Cape Light mayor Emily finds a baby girl abandoned in a nativity display. Emily, who once gave up her own newborn, assumes temporary custody while authorities seek the birth parents. Adoption would complicate her marriage and career, but Emily trusts in God. Sixth Cape Light book. Sequel to "A Christmas Promise." Co-author is Katherine Spencer. 2006.
BR14538, DB/RC55329
Title: Esther’s Gift
Author: Jan Karon
Annotation: Christmas Eve. Esther Bolick bakes special orange marmalade cakes for gifts but wonders what they really cost. When her husband calculates forty-three dollars per cake, Esther decides to shorten her list. But the words of a Christmas song change her mind. Includes recipe. Bestseller. Companion to the Mitford series. 2002.
LT10010, BR15108, DB/RC57174
Title: Shepherds Abiding
Author: Jan Karon
Annotation: Reverend Kavanagh begins working on the restoration of an old creche. He transforms himself as he renews the decrepit set and as he interacts with the community: Hope at the bookstore, Andrew at the antiques shop, and the owners of the Main Street Grill. Bestseller. 2003. A Mitford Christmas story.
BR17454, DB/RC65732
Title: A Family Christmas
Author: Caroline Kennedy
Annotation: Anthology of Kennedy's holiday favorites. Encompasses poems, stories, scriptures, songs, and essays of the Christmas season. Includes her own 1962 letter to Santa as well as works by Irving Berlin, Robert Frost, George Washington, Langston Hughes, and other notables. Bestseller. 2007.
LT9716, DB/RC65572
Title: A Christmas to Remember
Author: Thomas Kinkade
Annotation: Residents of a close-knit New England town rediscover the magic of Christmas past and present. Hospitalized after a fall, grandmother Lillian Warwick recalls the year 1955, when she first met her husband, Oliver. Meanwhile, nursing student Lucy Bates reexamines her life choices, and Lillian's granddaughter plans a winter wedding. 2006. Seventh Cape Light book. Sequel to "A Christmas Angel."
LT9799, DB74549
Title: A Christmas Visitor
Author: Thomas Kinkade
Annotation: As Christmas approaches in Cape Light, Reverend Ben unearths an angel statue that draws worshippers searching for miracles. Meanwhile, remarried Molly is dismayed to learn that she is pregnant just as her daughters are nearly grown. And Miranda falls in love with a stranger who has amnesia. 2007. Eighth book in the Cape Light series. Sequel to "A Christmas to Remember." Co-author is Katherine Spencer.
BR19220, DB71887
Title: The Trouble with Angels
Author: Debbie Macomber
Annotation: Angels Shirley, Goodness, and Mercy return to Earth to answer Christmas prayers. They help twelve-year-old Karen and her bitter divorcee mother Maureen find love and reconciliation, lessen preacher Paul Morris's grief over his wife's death, and find Ted a girlfriend, who works at his mother's nursing home. Second book in the Angelic Intervention series. Sequel to "A Season of Angels." 1994.
LT9166, BR17625, DB/RC65939
Title: Where Angels Go
Author: Debbie Macomber
Annotation: Angels Shirley, Goodness, and Mercy, receive prayer requests at Christmastime: Harry hopes to coax his wife into assisted living before he dies; nine-year-old Carter begs God for a dog; and Joyce longs for her divorced daughter to find love. 2007. Sixth book in the Angelic Intervention series. Sequel to "Those Christmas Angels."
LT9623, DB72330
Title: 1022 Evergreen Place
Author: Debbie Macomber
Annotation: Cedar Cove firefighter Mack McAfee is in love with his neighbor, single mom Mary Jo Wyse, whose baby he helped deliver. But the two fear the baby's birth father will want custody. Meanwhile Mary Jo finds a stash of World War II love letters and seeks the writer. Bestseller. 2010. Sequel to "92 Pacific Boulevard." Tenth book about Cedar Cove.
LT9621, DB73685
Title: Call Me Mrs. Miracle
Author: Debbie Macomber
Annotation: While working in the toy department of a family-run department store in New York City, Mrs. Miracle seizes the opportunity to connect Holly, how is searching for the perfect robot for her nephew, with Jake, the son of the store. Sequel to "Mrs. Miracle." Eighth book in the Angelic Intervention series. 2010.
LT10036, DB73750
Title: 1225 Christmas Tree Lane
Author: Debbie Macomber
Annotation: Cedar Cove. Christmas-tree-farm owner Beth Morehouse looks forward to the holidays, until her college-age daughters invite Kent, who is their father and Beth's ex-husband, to the celebration. Beth considers a reconciliation, but Kent brings a young woman with him. Bestseller. 2011. Twelfth book in the Cedar Cove series. Sequel to "1105 Yakima Street." Commercial audiobook.
DB/RC70101
Title: Mrs. Miracle
Author: Debbie Macomber
Annotation: Seth Webster struggles to raise his boisterous twin boys after his wife dies. Housekeepers come and go before Mrs. Merkle arrives and takes control. "Mrs. Miracle," as the children call her, encourages romance between Seth and travel-agency owner Reba Maxwell. Commercial audiobook. 1996. Seventh book in the Angelic Intervention series. Sequel to "Where Angels Go."
DBO15341
Title: The Christmas List
Author: Pete Nelson
Annotation: A nun who is teaching fourth-graders has her class make a list of admiration and appreciation for each person in the class. Years later, James Engler returns home to Iowa one Christmas after his fiancee calls off their marriage and discovers that his best childhood friend, Mike, has just been killed in the Gulf War. When Mike's parents reveal at a memorial service that Mike had carried his fourth-grade list with him, most of James's former classmates confess that they, too, kept their lists as a reminder, even in the worst of times, of their admirable traits and that they were appreciated. James didn't save his list, but his mother had -- and reading this list changes his life. 2004.
DB/RC57538
Title: Christmas at the New Yorker: Stories, Poems, Humor, and Art
Author: New Yorker
Annotation: Anthology of holiday writing featured in the "New Yorker" magazine from 1925 to 2002. Seasonal poetry and prose highlight themes like the spirit of giving, family, Santa Claus, and Christmas carols. Contributing authors include James Thurber, H.L. Mencken, Alice Munro, E.B. White, and a foreword by author John Updike. 2003.
DB74075
Title: The Christmas Wedding
Author: James Patterson
Annotation: Fifty-four-year-old widow Gaby creates a video to invite her grown children and their families to her Massachusetts farm for Christmas. She informs them that they will also be attending her wedding, but refuses to tell them who the groom is -- right up until the ceremony. Strong language. Bestseller. 2011. Co-author is Richard DiLallo.
DB/RC68302
Title: An Irish Country Christmas
Author: Patrick Taylor
Annotation: Ballybucklebo, Northern Ireland; 1964. Doctors Fingal Flahertie O'Reilly and Barry Laverty compete with a newly arrived, incompetent physician while dealing with their own eccentric patients. Barry is disappointed when his girlfriend Patricia announces she may not visit for the holidays. Sequel to "An Irish Country Village." 2008.
BR16134, DB24355
Title: A Child’s Christmas in Wales
Author: Dylan Thomas
Annotation: Welsh poet Dylan Thomas (1914-1953) recalls the celebration of Christmas in Wales and the feelings it evoked in him when he was a child. 1954.
DB/RC63808
Title: Letters From Father Christmas
Author: J. R. R. Tolkien
Annotation: A collection of Christmas letters penned by J.R.R. Tolkien and signed as Father Christmas that were sent to Tolkien's children from 1920-1943. Each recapped activities of the preceding year at the North Pole, including reindeer running amok and the North Polar Bear breaking the moon into four pieces. 2004. Also published as "The Father Christmas Lettes."
DB/RC58707
Title: The Christmas Blessing
Author: Donna VanLiere
Annotation: Nathan is in his third year of medical school but questions his ability to be a doctor. He also realizes he still has much to learn about life, faith, and blessings. And he will learn from heart patient Meghan Sullivan. 2003. Sequel to "The Christmas Shoes."
LT7926, BRD22066, DB/RC58657
Title: The Christmas Shoes
Author: Donna VanLiere
Annotation: Robert Layton has become focused on material things, and his marriage is in jeopardy. But when on Christmas Eve 1985 he crosses paths with a young boy whose mother is dying, the impact has a positive effect on both families for years to come. 2001. Based on a song which was made into a television movie. Followed by "Christmas Blessing." Braille copies can be made from RA22066
DB/RC62354
Title: The Christmas Hope
Author: Donna VanLiere
Annotation: Social worker Patricia Addison and her husband, Mark, have given up on Christmas and their marriage since their son's death. But this year is different when Patti takes in five-year-old Emily. Patti and Mark rediscover love, faith, and holiday joy. Sequel to "The Christmas Blessing." 2005. Third book in the Christmas Hope series.
DB/RC62028
Title: Hanukkah Lights: Stories of the Season from NPR's Annual Holiday Special
Author: Susan Stamberg
Annotation: Twelve stories celebrating Hanukkah by contemporary authors Myra Goldberg, Daniel Pinkwater, Harlan Ellison, Dani Shapiro, Elie Wiesel, Mark Helprin, and others. In Anne Roiphe's "The Demon Foiled," a new Jewish mayor attempts to light the family Hanukkah candles while he is being filmed for local TV. 2005.
LT8790, DB/RC70312
Title: A Quilter’s Holiday
Author: Jennifer Chiaverini
Annotation: The quilters of Elm Creek begin a Thanksgiving project to represent appreciation and gratitude for all of life's blessings. Meanwhile, Sarah waits for the birth of her twins, newcomer Anna hopes her friendship with Jeremy evolves, and a blizzard blankets the area. 2009. Fifteenth Elm Creek Quilts book. Sequel to "The Lost Quilter."
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