“Thank you for providing a window on the world.” - Helen
What is the colorado talking book lirary?
Colorado Talking Book Library is more than a library where Braille, large print and recorded books are available. The goal of this special library is to ensure that Colorado’s blind and disabled population can experience the richness of the reading world... a world that most people take for granted. 

Who can use the Colorado Talking Book Library?
Any resident of Colorado who meets one of the following criteria:

1. Legally Blind -  vision in the better eye is 20/200 or worse with correction

2. Visually Disabled - unable to read standard print with optical correction

3. Physically Disabled -   unable to handle print books or turn pages

4.  Reading Disabled -  organic dysfunction causing inability to read standard print   
A free service

The services provided by the Colorado Talking Book Library are always free of charge.
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COLORADO 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Colorado Talking Book Library

180 Sheridan Blvd.

Denver, CO 80226

Phone 303.727-9277

www.myctbl.org


Colorado Talking Book Library
AudioBook Production Volunteers
Make Us Sound Good
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Join the Audio Production team
CTBL is looking for volunteers to digitize and enhance the quality of our locally-produced talking books.  Volunteers will work with CTBL staff to carefully edit and produce Talking Books, creating a more enjoyable reading experience for our patrons.

With the support and guidance of our staff, volunteers use professional grade sound equipment to produce high-quality digital recordings of books for visually impaired or disabled readers, making it possible for them to stay informed and connected to the sighted world. 

[image: image3.jpg]


Enjoy the rewards of producing books for fellow book lovers and those who have never experienced the joy of reading by becoming part of the audio production team at CTBL.

The Colorado collection

CTBL   specializes in recording books by Colorado authors, including Colorado history, regional topics, and fiction. Patrons may also request CTBL to record books of personal interest, which are not otherwise available in a recorded format. These materials are a supplement to the larger collection provided by the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped of the Library of Congress.
Thank you for giving me so many hours of pure joy. Without your books I would have lots of empty hours. – Charla 

The recording studio
The materials recorded in the studio are produced using professional recording equipment and must meet the required standards for inclusion in the library’s collection. Training is provided on the technology as well as techniques for producing quality recordings.


AudioBOOk MASTERING
Audiobook mastering takes raw audio recorded in a studio and applies a range of audio processing effects to create a finished product, or master.

These effects can include normalization, compression, limiting, EQ, de-essing, and manual level adjustment. 

All necessary training and equipment will be provided by the library.  Prior experience and skills using audio editing software is a plus but is not required
How to join the team
An audition is required for the role of narrator. Volunteers who are interested in participating as a part of the recording team are encouraged to call for an appointment to meet with our Studio Director. 

Additional opportunities

Many other volunteer opportunities are available at Colorado Talking Book Library, including duplication, inspection, and circulation of the talking books as well as repair of talking book machines. For additional information about these positions, please contact the Volunteer Coordinator at:

303.727.9277
