Best Historical Fiction of 2009
Creators:  Williamsburg Public Library, Rachel Bussan

(We own all of these titles)

DB/RC70074
Title:  Wolf Hall

Author:  Hilary Mantel

Annotation:  Thomas Cromwell, a closet Protestant and blacksmith's son who becomes advisor to Henry VIII of England, realizes that he can accumulate power and wealth by assisting the king in obtaining an annulment and simultaneously help commoners and his country by destroying the corrupt Catholic clergy. Booker Prize. Bestseller. 2009.
BR18385, DB/RC69470
Title:  Brooklyn

Author:  Colm Toibin

Annotation:  1950s. Young Eilis Lacey emigrates from Enniscorthy, Ireland, to Brooklyn, New York, encouraged by her family and with a priest's help. Eilis is lonely and homesick but takes night courses, meets an Italian boy, and adjusts to American life -- until a tragedy occurs back home. Some explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2009.
DB70521
Title:  The Children’s Book

Author:  A. S. Byatt

Annotation:  England. Children's book author Olive Wellwood welcomes runaway factory child Philip Warren, a budding artist, into her family's country home to celebrate Midsummer's Eve in 1895. Family crises intermingle with Olive's stories, against a backdrop of cultural and social events through World War I. Some descriptions of sex. 2009.
DB/RC68889
Title:  The Help

Author:  Kathryn Stockett

Annotation:  Jackson, Mississippi; 1962-1964. College grad and fledgling writer Eugenia "Skeeter" Phelan searches for a book-worthy project. At the urging of an editor, Skeeter interviews African American maids Aibileen and Minny about their relationships with their employers. Violating integration laws, the three women question their lives. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2009.
BR18489, DB/RC69642
Title:  Homer and Langley

Author:  E. L. Doctorow

Annotation:  Homer Collyer, who was blind, and his older brother Langley, a WWI mustard-gas victim, become recluses in their Fifth Avenue brownstone, hoarding newspapers and collecting odd things -- a model T Ford, typewriters, and surplus Army supplies -- until they become imprisoned by their vast accumulations. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC70131
Title:  Cutting for Stone

Author:  Abraham Verghese

Annotation:  Ethiopia, 1954. Twin brothers Shiva and Marion Stone's Indian-nun mother dies during their birth and their British father abandons them. As revolution brews decades later, Marion, a surgeon, flees to America, where he eventually confronts his past. Some violence, some strong language, and some explicit descriptions of sex. 2009.
DB/RC70208
Title:  The Lacuna

Author:  Barbara Kingsolver

Annotation:  An American youth in 1930s Mexico City, Harrison Shepherd works for artists Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera and their houseguest, Russian exile Lev Trotsky. Returning to the United States, Shepherd becomes a bestselling author, but his past associations raise suspicions during McCarthy's Communist witch hunt. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2009.
LT9199, DB/RC69936
Title:  A Reliable Wife

Author:  Robert Goolrick

Annotation:  In 1907, Catherine Land answers wealthy Ralph Truitt's advertisement for a wife. She's not the plain, poor woman she pretends to be, and he is tormented by his past. Despite their secret plans, a relationship develops between them. Set in Wisconsin. Some violence, some strong language, and some explicit descriptions of sex. 2009.
DB/RC69158
Title:  The Angel’s Game

Author:  Carlos Ruiz Zafon

Series:  Cemetery of Forgotten Books, Book 2

Annotation:  Barcelona, 1917. David Martin crafts crime stories and "penny dreadfuls." Martin discovers the Cemetery of Forgotten Books and accepts a sinister commission to write a book creating a new religion. Originally published in Spain. Some strong language and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2009. Sequel to "The Shadow of the Wind."
LT8962, DB/RC69651
Title:  Half Broke Horses: A True-Life Novel

Author:  Jeanette Walls

Annotation:  The memoirist who wrote "The Glass Castle" novelizes the life of her adventurous grandmother, Lily Casey Smith. After young Lily leaves her family's Texas ranch on horseback, she teaches in remote western schools, drives cars, flies planes, runs a ranch, and finishes college. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC70127
Titles:  A Short History of Women

Author:  Kate Walbert

Annotation:  Evelyn is an impressionable British thirteen-year-old when her mother, Dorothy Trevor Townsend, starves herself and dies for women's suffrage in 1914. Dorothy's story becomes a legacy for Evelyn, precipitating her move to America and influencing the life choices of future generations of family women. 2009.
DB70857
Title:  Far Bright Star

Author:  Robert Olmstead

Annotation:  1916. After Pancho Villa and his bandits loot and kill in New Mexico, Napoleon Childs leads a novice cavalry expedition to hunt them down. But when a braggart does something reckless, the men are at the mercy of the bloodthirsty Dorados. Violence and some strong language. 2009.
DB/RC70129
Title:  Woodsburner

Author:  John Pipkin

Annotation:  A fictional account of the forest fire started irresponsibly by twenty-six-year-old Henry David Thoreau that almost burned Concord, Massachusetts, on a windy April day in 1844, the year before he moved to Walden Pond. Details of firefighters' personal lives reflect New England society's make-up and prevalent attitudes. 2009.
BR18465
Title:  Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet

Author:  Jamie Ford

Annotation:  Seattle, 1986. Newly widowed Chinese American Henry Lee reminisces about his World War II boyhood when he was in love with another student, Japanese American Keiko Okabe. Henry recalls visiting the Okabe family, despite his father's objections, during their internment in Idaho and waiting -- in vain -- for Keiko's return to Seattle. 2009.
BR18381, DB/RC69468
Title:  The Physick Book of Deliverance Dane

Author:  Katherine Howe

Annotation:  Connie Goodwin heads to Massachusetts to sell her grandmother's abandoned property and work on research for her doctoral dissertation in American colonial history. When an antique key falls out of her family's old Bible, Connie is inspired to find a powerful, rare book. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC68578
Title:  The Women

Author:  T. Coraghessan Boyle

Annotation:  Tadashi Sato, a fictional Frank Lloyd Wright disciple, narrates the tale of the architect's romantic entanglements with four women -- three wives and a mistress who was murdered in Taliesen, Wright's beloved Wisconsin home. Sato reveals their intrigues, scandals, desperation, and joys. Some violence, some strong language, and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC68608
Title:  Agincourt

Author:  Bernard Cornwell

Annotation:  Medieval Europe, 1413-1415. Nineteen-year-old outlaw and archer Nicholas Hook flees England and becomes a mercenary in France. After saving a young novitiate during the siege of Soissons, Nicholas joins English king Henry V's army and battles the French on the plateau of Agincourt. Violence and strong language. Bestseller. 2009.
LT9301
Title:  The Day the Falls Stood Still

Author:  Cathy Marie Buchanan

Annotation:  1915. Seventeen-year-old Bess Heath has led a sheltered existence as the youngest daughter of the director of the Niagara Power Company. After graduation day at her boarding school, she arrives home to find that her father has lost his job, her mother is reduced to taking in sewing from the society ladies she once entertained, and Isabel, her vivacious older sister, is a shadow of her former self. The night of her return, Bess meets Tom Cole. He is not from their world. Rough-hewn and fearless, he lives off what the river provides. As their lives become entwined, Bess is forced to make a choice between what she wants and what is best for her family and her future. Some descriptions of sex. 2010.
LT8567, DB/RC69596
Title:  The White Queen

Author:  Philippa Gregory

Series:  Cousins’ War, Book 1

Annotation:  Fifteenth-century England. Widow Elizabeth Woodville connives to marry King Edward IV. As queen she struggles to advance her family members and protect them, especially two young princes, from Edward's scheming brothers George and Richard, who plot to steal the crown. Some violence and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC69243
Title:  All Other Nights

Author:  Dara Horn

Annotation:  New Orleans, 1861. Nineteen-year-old Union spy Jacob Rappaport is sent during Passover to kill his uncle -- who is planning to assassinate Lincoln. His next mission is to marry Eugenia Levy, a Virginia Jewish businessman's daughter who happens to be a Confederate agent. But Jacob doesn't plan on falling in love. 2009.
DB70900
Title:  The Forgotten Garden

Author:  Kate Morton

Annotation:  At twenty-one Nell learns that as a young child she was abandoned on a ship to Australia. When her adopted father passes away decades later, she travels to England to find her identity. But secrets remain until her granddaughter Cassandra picks up the investigation after Nell's death. Bestseller. 2008.
DB/RC68847
Title:  Land of Marvels

Author:  Barry Unsworth

Annotation:  Mesopotamia, 1914. British archaeologist John Somerville discovers ancient Assyrian remains situated in the path of a railroad being built to access oil reserves. As John's desperation mounts, restlessness spreads among his party, which includes his bored wife and an American geologist with hidden motives. Some descriptions of sex. 2009.
DB/RC69626
Title:  The Color of Lightning

Author:  Paulette Jiles

Annotation:  1863. Freed slave Britt Johnson moves his family to remote Young County, Texas. While Johnson travels on a supply-buying trip, the Comanches and Kiowas attack and kill some of his relatives and capture others. Johnson tracks the assailants but finds captives unwilling to return home. Violence and strong language. 2009.
DB/RC70573
Title:  Etta

Author:  Gerald Kolpan

Annotation:  Lorinda Jameson's horsemanship and sharpshooting abilities, acquired during her high-society upbringing in Philadelphia, serve her well after her father's financial losses and suicide -- especially when she becomes the Sundance Kid's paramour and partner in crime. Some violence and some descriptions of sex. 2009.
DB/RC68840
Title:  Genghis:  Bones of the Hills

Author:  Conn Iggulden

Series:  Genghis, Book 3

Annotation:  After he successfully invades the Chin empire, Mongol warrior Genghis Khan marches his army into the Islamic lands of central Asia. Meanwhile, another battle takes place between Khan's own sons. Sequel to "Genghis: Lords of the Bow." Violence and some descriptions of sex. 2009.
DB/RC70108
Title:  Honolulu

Author:  Alan Brennert

Annotation:  Hawaii, 1914. Regrettable, a sixteen-year-old Korean girl who desires an education, commits to a marriage arranged through missionaries. After her new husband beats her nearly to death, Regrettable, now named Jin, leaves him. She supports herself in a variety of low-paying jobs while embracing her freedom. Some violence. 2009.
BR18663, DB/RC69177
Title:  A Mad Desire to Dance

Author:  Elie Wiesel

Annotation:  Doriel Waldman, a Polish-born Jew and World War II survivor, is tormented by the weight of Judaic history and convinced he's haunted by a dybbuk. With the help of psychoanalyst Therese Goldschmidt, Doriel digs into his memories of the Holocaust, when his mother was a fighter in the Resistance. 2006.
DB/RC70568
Title:  New York: The Novel

Author:  Edward Rutherfurd

Annotation:  1664. Dutch trader Dirk Van Dyck returns to the territory of New Amsterdam with his Algonquin love-child Pale Feather. Saga of Native Americans, immigrants, and families living in New York City over four centuries. Violence. 2009.
BR18634, DB/RC70119

Title:  Pirate Latitudes

Author:  Michael Crichton

Annotation:  Jamaica, 1665. Captain Charles Hunter of the Cassandra assembles a motley crew to infiltrate the Spanish fortress on Matanceros island and steal its gold. An adventurous, bloody raid ensues against the outpost's garrison and its savage commander, Cazalla. Violence and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2009.
BR18622, LT9128, DB/RC69184
Title:  Prayers for Sale

Author:  Sandra Dallas

Annotation:  Depression-era Middle Swan, Colorado; 1936. Elderly Hennie Comfort befriends newcomer Nit Spindle, a newly married seventeen-year-old. Hennie, a natural storyteller, entertains the lonely girl by reminiscing about the seventy years she has spent in the mountains while the menfolk mined for gold. 2009.
DB70779

Title:  The Rose of Sebastopol

Author:  Katharine McMahon

Annotation:  1855. When her fiance, Dr. Henry Thewell, falls ill treating Crimean War wounded, Mariella Lingwood rushes to his bedside. But the name he whispers is that of Mariella's cousin Rosa, a battlefield nurse. Mariella travels to the front lines in Sebastopol to find Rosa and learn the truth. 2007.
BR18386, DB/RC69160
Title:  Shanghai Girls

Author:  Lisa See

Annotation:  In 1937 Shanghai, after their gambling father loses everything, beautiful Pearl and May Chin are married off to two Chinese brothers living in Los Angeles. Escaping from the invading Japanese, the sisters arrive in California and experience unexpected difficulties as they adapt to a new life. Some violence. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC68719
Title:  Shannon

Author:  Frank Delaney

Annotation:  Ireland, 1922. American priest Robert Shannon, shell-shocked from his World War I experiences as a chaplain and disillusioned by the corruption in his Boston diocese, arrives in Ireland to trace his roots. But a civil war is brewing in the country between Catholics and Protestants. 2009.
