Best Biography/Memoir of 2010
DB70661
Title: The Immortal Life Of Henrietta Lacks
Author: Skloot, Rebecca

Annotation: Science journalist chronicles the life of African American Henrietta Lacks, who in 1951 had cervical tissue removed and grown in culture -- without her permission -- producing the first continuously replicating human-cell samples for research. Discusses subsequent medical breakthroughs, including the polio vaccine and AIDS treatment. Explores bioethical concerns involving tissue ownership. Bestseller. 2010.
DB/RC70750
Title: Just Kids

Author: Smith, Patti

Annotation: Singer/songwriter's memoir of her relationship with photographer Robert Mapplethorpe (1946-1989). Smith (born 1946) reminisces about their 1967 meeting in New York City, where they lived together at the Hotel Chelsea, started their artistic careers, and befriended other creative types. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2010.
DB72049
Title: Life

Author: Richards, Keith

Annotation: Autobiography of the Rolling Stones guitarist (b. 1943). Recounts his wartime London childhood, his education, and the beginnings of the group in 1962. Discusses bandmates including Mick Jagger, Charlie Watts, Ronnie Wood, and Brian Jones as well as his lover Anita Pallenberg and wife Patti Hansen. Strong language. Bestseller. 2010. Co-author is James Fox.
DB72129
Title: Unbroken: a World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption
Author: Hillenbrand, Laura

Annotation: Details the life of Louis Zamperini (b. 1917), an Olympic runner and World War II bombardier, who survived a plane crash and forty-seven days adrift at sea only to become a POW in Japan. Relates Louis's later religious awakening under Billy Graham's ministry. Violence. Bestseller. 2010.
DB72130
Title: Cleopatra: A Life

Author: Schiff, Stacy

Annotation: Pulitzer Prize-winning author portrays Cleopatra VII (69-30 B.C.E.), the last Egyptian pharaoh of the Greek Ptolemy dynasty, a woman of great wealth, education, and political acumen. Describes Cleopatra's relationships with Julius Caesar and Mark Antony. Highlights the city of Alexandria's luxury, Egypt's culture, and its conquest by Rome. Bestseller. 2010.
DB70901
Title: The Bridge: The Life And Rise Of Barack Obama
Author: Remnick, David

Annotation: Pulitzer Prize-winning author examines President Barack Obama's life through the prism of America's racial history. Analyzes his upbringing, education, work as a community organizer, and rise in Illinois politics. Considers Obama's civil rights heroes, mentors, and campaign strategies. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2010.
DB71990
Title: The Last Boy: Mickey Mantle And The End Of America's Childhood
Author: Leavy, Jane

Annotation: Details twenty pivotal days in the life of New York Yankees slugger Mickey Mantle (1931-1995). Includes the author's 1983 interview with "The Mick" and reminiscences of five hundred others to portray Mantle's remarkable talent and personal demons. Strong language. Bestseller. 2010.
DB71705
Title: Empire Of The Summer Moon: Quanah Parker And The Rise And Fall Of The Comanches, The Most Powerful Indian Tribe In American History
Author: Gwynne, S. C.

Annotation: Narrative of the Great Plains, its native tribes, and America's western expansion. Highlights the story of nine-year-old settler Cynthia Ann Parker's 1836 kidnapping by Comanches and, later, her son Quanah's rise to chiefdom. Violence. Bestseller. 2010.
DB71836
Title: Composed: A Memoir

Annotation: Self-portrait of award-winning singer/songwriter Rosanne Cash (born 1955), the eldest daughter of country music legend Johnny Cash. Reminisces about her extensive musical family, including stepmother June Carter. Discusses her career, two marriages, five children, and collaborations with other artists. 2010.
DB71113
Title: Chelsea Chelsea Bang Bang
Author: Handler, Chelsea

Annotation: Comedian, television show host, and bestselling author offers more essays that lewdly describe her prank-filled life. Discusses her childhood obsession with masturbation and her lifelong aggravation over her father's irresponsible behavior. Strong language and explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2010.
DB72023
Title: Decision Points

Author: Bush, George W

Annotation: George W. Bush, the forty-third president of the United States, describes pivotal decisions in his personal and political lives. Discusses his governance of Texas, the contested 2000 presidential election, and crises including the 9/11 terrorist attacks, wars in the Middle East, and Hurricane Katrina. Bestseller. 2010.
DB71647
Title: The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates
Author: Moore, Wes

Annotation: Former Rhodes Scholar, White House fellow, and army officer in Afghanistan compares his life to that of another African American man with the same name and hometown and a similar background, who is serving a life sentence for murdering a Baltimore policeman. Violence and strong language. 2010.
DB71591
Title: Role Models

Author: Waters, John

Annotation: Baltimore director of cult films Pink Flamingos and Hairspray pens essays about the people he admires, including singers Johnny Mathis and Little Richard, writer Tennessee Williams, former Charles Manson groupie Leslie Van Houten, gay pornographers, and bar owners. Strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller.  2010.
DB71103
Title: When I Stop Talking, You'll Know I'm Dead: Useful Stories From A Persuasive Man
Author: Weintrab, Jerry

Annotation: Hollywood producer and talent agent's memoir recounting five decades in the business. Weintraub shares anecdotes of his New York City childhood and rise from working in the mailroom of the William Morris Agency to representing major stars and making blockbuster movies. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2010. Co-author is Rich Cohen.
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