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DB/RC70076
Title:  Open: An Autobiography

Author:  Andre Agassi

Annotation:  Tennis great details moments from the career he secretly despised. He also discusses his childhood and domineering father, his brief marriage to actress Brooke Shields, his use of methamphetamine, and the family he started with his second wife, tennis star Steffi Graf. Strong language. Bestseller. 2009.
BR18525, LT8594, DB/RC69587
Title:  Have a Little Faith: A True Story

Author:  Mitch Albom

Annotation:  Author Albom discusses his relationships with two men of different faiths. Describes time spent with his New Jersey childhood rabbi Albert Lewis after Lewis asked Albom to write his eulogy, and with African American minister Henry Covington, an ex-con, after Albom offered assistance to Covington's impoverished Detroit congregation. Bestseller.  2009.
DB/RC68855
Title:  A Lion Called Christian

Author:  Anthony Bourke & John Rendell

Annotation:  Authors chronicle their relationship with a lion cub they purchased from a London department store in 1969. They recount sharing a flat in Chelsea -- where Christian became a celebrity -- reintroducing the lion to the African wild under the care of Born Free's George Adamson, and their later, remarkable reunion. Bestseller. 1971. Co-author is John Rendall, foreword by George Adamson.
BR18591, DB/RC69557
Title:  Homer’s Odyssey: A Fearless Feline Tale, or How I Learned About Love and Life With a Blind Wonder Cat

Author:  Gwen Cooper

Annotation:  Author describes adopting Homer, a small abandoned kitten whose infected eyes were surgically removed. Details the adventures of spunky, active Homer over the next dozen years -- living with two other cats in New York apartments, surviving 9/11, and endearing himself to everyone he met including (eventually) the author's future husband. 2009.
DB/RC68856
Title:  Columbine

Author:  David Cullen

Annotation:  Journalist uses eyewitness testimony, police reports, and the killers' writings to dispel myths that the Columbine shooters were bullied, isolated kids who targeted victims. Argues Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold had friends, good grades -- and plans to blow up the school. Discusses the murderers' psychological assessments. Violence and strong language. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC69795
Title:  Zeitoun

Author:  Dave Eggers

Annotation:  Describes the experiences of the owner of a New Orleans house-painting business during the 2005 Katrina hurricane and flood. Recounts the fleeing of Syrian American Abdulrahman Zeitoun's wife and children, Zeitoun's decision to stay and help neighbors and clients, and his consequently inexplicable imprisonment and inability to contact family. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC68618
Title:  Lost City of Z: A Tale of Deadly Obsession in the Amazon

Author:  David Grann

Annotation:  An investigative reporter examines the strange disappearance in 1925 of fifty-seven-year-old explorer Percy Fawcett and his team, who were searching for the ruins of a mysterious lost civilization in the Amazon Basin. Grann's research takes him on his own adventures into the jungle. Bestseller. 2009.
DB70930
Title:  After the Prophet:  The Epic Story of the Shia-Sunni Split in Islam

Author:  Lesley Hazleton

Annotation:  Journalist recreates the seventh-century lives of the prophet Muhammad and his ninth wife Aisha. Details the strife over succession that followed his death and fostered different branches of Islam. Portrays tribal society, religious beliefs, rivalries, customs, and battles. Ties historical events to twentieth-century Middle East conflicts. Violence. 2009.
BR18485, DB/RC69538
Title:  True Compass

Author:  Ted Kennedy

Annotation:  Autobiography of the Democratic senator from Massachusetts, Ted Kennedy (1932-2009). Reminisces about his family, childhood, education, marriages, and five decades in politics. Discusses the assassinations of his brothers John and Bobby, the 1969 car accident at Chappaquiddick, and his battle with terminal brain cancer. Bestseller.  2009.
LT9202, DB/RC69574
Title:  Strength in What Remains

Author:  Tracy Kidder

Annotation:  Biography of medical student Deo, who fled from genocide in Burundi to New York City in 1994 and continued his studies despite homelessness and poverty. Describes Deo's eventual establishment of an African medical clinic with the help of Paul Farmer, the founder of Partners in Health. Violence. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC69695
Title:  Where Men Win Glory: The Odyssey of Pat Tillman

Author:  Jon Krakauer

Annotation:  Chronicles the life of professional football player Pat Tillman, who enlisted in the U.S. Army after 9/11. Discusses the circumstances that led to Tillman's 2004 death in Afghanistan by friendly fire and the army's misrepresentation of the incident. Violence and strong language. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC68128
Title:  Buyology: Truth and Lies About Why We Buy

Author: Martin Lindstrom

Annotation:  Marketing expert explains "buyology," his term for the subconscious thoughts, feelings, and desires that drive consumer decisions. Discusses findings from a three-year, multimillion-dollar neuromarketing experiment that gauged responses to products and advertisements and tried to determine the ways sex, religion, subliminal messages, and bodily senses influence purchasing. 2008.
DB/RC69472
Title:  Born to Run: A Hidden Tribe, Superathletes, and the Greatest Race the World Has Never Seen

Author:  Christopher McDougall

Annotation:  The author recounts his visit to the Tarahumara tribe of Mexico's Copper Canyons -- noted for their ability to run extreme distances barefoot. Incorporates the history and physiology of running as he describes tracking down an American who lives there, and learning the proper, pain-free way to run. Strong language. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC69578
Title:  The Accidental Billionaires: The Founding Of Facebook, A Tale Of Sex, Money, Genius And Betrayal
Author:  Ben Mezrich

Annotation:  Chronicles the invention of the Facebook social-networking computer web site by Harvard students Mark Zuckerberg and Eduardo Saverin. Describes Zuckerberg's use of the university's database and legal problems with a rival site. Strong language and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2009.  Basis for the film “The Social Network.”

DB/RC69775
Title:  Rocket Men: The Epic Story of the First Men on the Moon

Author:  Craig Nelson

Annotation:  Prizewinning author retraces America's race against the Soviet Union to be the first to land on the moon. Chronicles NASA's 1969 Apollo 11 mission using interviews and declassified documents. Provides glimpses into the personal family lives of astronauts Neil Armstrong, Edwin Eugene "Buzz" Aldrin Jr., and Michael Collins. 2009.
LT8988, DB/RC67710
Title:  Against Medical Advice

Author:  James Patterson

Annotation:  Describes Cory Friedman's struggle from age five with a complex case of Tourette syndrome, obsessive-compulsive disorder, and anxiety. Details his worsening symptoms despite multiple medications. Chronicles Friedman's decision to stop the drugs and turn to other therapies, including tic-reversal training, which brought him relief in his late teens. Bestseller. 2008. Co-author is Hal Friedman.
DB/RC69024
Title:  Death From The Skies! These Are The Ways The World Will End . . .
Author:  Philip Plait

Annotation:  Astronomer assesses various threats to life on Earth from aliens, asteroids, black holes, gamma rays, supernovae, and even the Sun. Discusses the science behind each scenario, the probability of fatality, and what actions, if any, could prevent disaster. Asserts catastrophes are inevitable but urges readers not to fret. 2008.
DB/RC69737
Title:  How Not To Act Old: 185 Ways To Pass For Phat, Sick, Hot, Dope, Awesome, Or At Least Not Totally Lame

Author:  Pamela Redmond Satran

Annotation:  Columnist provides tips on curtailing old-age behaviors around young people. Suggests implementing proactive changes such as reformatting e-mail messages, learning to text with your thumbs, familiarizing yourself with certain web sites, embracing slang, and more. Includes lists of words and actions to avoid, if at all possible. Strong language. 2009.
BR18281, DB/RC68756
Title:  Hands Of My Father: A Hearing Boy, His Deaf Parents, And The Language Of Love
Author:  Myron Uhlberg

Annotation:  Children's book author Uhlberg describes his childhood in 1930s and 1940s Brooklyn with two deaf parents and a hearing but epileptic younger brother. He recounts dealing with his sometimes uncomfortable role as an interpreter and with the looks of curiosity and shock from strangers. Some strong language. 2008.
DB/RC70623

Title:  The Good Soldiers

Author:  David Finkel

Annotation:  Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist recounts his time with an army infantry battalion, the 2-16, during "the surge," a January 2007 counterinsurgency campaign in Iraq. Chronicles the experiences of Lieutenant Colonel Ralph Kauzlarich and his men as they face firefights, dangerous patrols, death, and injury. Violence and strong language. Commercial audiobook. 2009.
DB/RC70207
Title:  Lit

Author:  Mary Karr

Series:  Mary Karr Memoir

Annotation:  This third installment of Karr's memoirs describes her post-high school days -- college, marriage, young motherhood, and divorce -- and the alcoholism and recovery that shaped them. Strong language. 2009. Sequel to "Cherry."
DB/RC68809
Title:  Lords Of Finance: The Bankers Who Broke The World
Author:  Liaquat Ahamed

Annotation:  Details the financial history of the United States and Europe during the 1920s and 1930s. Chronicles events that led to the Great Depression and examines the central-bank decisions that influenced the world's economic meltdown, including the stock-market crash, banking panics, and post-World War I war debts. 2009.
DB/RC66746
Title:  The Bin Ladens: An Arabian Family in the American Century
Author:  Steve Coll

Annotation:  Pulitzer Prize-winning author outlines the history of the Arabian Peninsula's Bin Laden family. Begins with patriarch Mohamed Bin Laden, an illiterate Yemeni bricklayer who established a building company in Saudi Arabia in 1931 and fathered fifty-four children. Charts the path of son Osama. Bestseller. 2008.
BR17708, DB/RC65912
Title:  This Republic of Suffering: Death and the American Civil War

Author:  Drew Gilpin Faust

Annotation:  President of Harvard University interprets the significance of the U.S. Civil War's death toll. States that two percent of the country's population was killed and many died without proper burials. Analyzes the way those losses transformed American society, culture, and politics through the experience of shared suffering. Violence. Bestseller. 2008.
DB/RC68103
Title:  The Forever War

Author:  Dexter Filkins

Annotation:  New York Times correspondent presents vignettes about his years covering terrorism in the Middle East, beginning in 1998. Describes being embedded with U.S. marines in Iraq, watching Taliban executions in Afghanistan, being arrested in Pakistan, and witnessing the 2001 terrorist attack on New York City. Violence and strong language. 2008.
DB/RC67564
Title:  The Hemingses of Monticello: an American Family
Author:  Annette Gordon-Reed

Annotation:  African American professor chronicles four generations of the mixed-race Hemings family of Virginia in the context of slavery. Begins with Elizabeth (1735-1807), the daughter of a white man and a slave. Discusses Elizabeth's children, including Sally Hemings -- Thomas Jefferson's mistress and his late wife's half sister. National Book Award. 2008.
DB/RC66324
Title:  Pictures at a Revolution: Five Movies and the Birth of the New Hollywood
Author:  Mark Harris

Annotation:  Film critic Harris examines a volatile time in Hollywood by discussing the making of the five movies nominated for the Academy Award for best picture in 1967: Bonnie and Clyde, Doctor Dolittle, The Graduate, Guess Who's Coming to Dinner, and award-winning In the Heat of the Night. Strong language. 2008.
DB/RC67047
Title:  A Voyage Long and Strange: Rediscovering the New World
Author:  Tony Horwitz

Annotation:  Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and author examines European explorations of America that occurred before the Pilgrims' landing in 1620. Recounts the journeys of Leif Eiriksson and the Vikings, Coronado and the Spanish conquistadors, and Ribault and the French Huguenots -- and his own adventures tracing their footsteps. 2008.
DB/RC67341
Title:  The Dark Side: The Inside Story of How the War on Terror Turned into a War on American Ideals
Author:  Jane Mayer

Annotation:  Investigates America's use of forceful interrogation techniques to obtain information from radical Islamists after the September 11, 2001, attacks and the 2001 anthrax mailings. Details battles within the Justice Department over constraints on the treatment of detainees. Bestseller. 2008.
DB/RC65229
Title:  In Defense of Food:  An Eater’s Manifesto

Author:  Michael Pollan

Annotation:  Asserts that food-industry marketers, nutritional scientists, and journalists have distorted our notions of a balanced diet. Advocates eating a traditional diet and regionally grown food. Commercial audiobook. 2008.
DB/RC69750
Title:  American-made: The Enduring Legacy of the WPA:  When FDR Put the Nation to Work
Author:  Nick Taylor

Annotation:  Chronicles the accomplishments and criticisms of the Works Projects Administration (WPA), from its creation by presidential act in 1935 to its dismantlement eight years later. Discusses WPA relief programs that trained workers and created public-works projects designed to improve the nation's schools, bridges, highways, dams, and military bases. 2008.
DB/RC67537
Title:  Traffic: Why We Drive the Way We Do (And What It Says About Us)
Author:  Tom Vanderbilt

Annotation:  Journalist analyzes the theories and science of traffic to explain technical factors that make it work and human factors that affect it. Explains the ways individual perception and cognition contribute to traffic jams and road rage. Discusses safety issues and international differences in driving. Bestseller. 2008.
DB/RC68202
Title:  The Suicide Index: Putting My Father's Death In Order
Author:  Joan Wickersham

Annotation:  In this memoir novelist Joan Wickersham explores her father's suicide -- writing about it to understand her family and trying to transform it into something she can grasp. She explains the facts of the event and ponders the unfathomable. Some strong language. National Book Award Finalist. 2008.
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