Best Adult Fiction of 2010

DB/RC71329

Title: Freedom
Author: Franzen, Jonathan
Annotation:  St. Paul, Minnesota. Liberal environmentalists Walter and Patty Berglund pioneer the gentrification of their neighborhood. But their seemingly perfect life disintegrates when their son moves in with Republican neighbors and Walter assists the coal industry. Walter's musician friend Richard and Patty's estranged family further complicate matters. Strong language. Bestseller.  2010. Selected for the Oprah Book Club.
DB71810
Title: A Visit from the Goon Squad

Author: Egan, Jennifer

Annotation: The members of a fictional 1980s San Francisco punk band, along with their groupies, enjoy temporary fame and settle into middle age. Sasha, a secretary and kleptomaniac, and her music-producer boss Bennie Salazar, the former bass player, self-destruct before seeking redemption. Strong language and some violence. 2010.
DB71341
Title: The Imperfectionists

Author: Rachman, Tom

Annotation: In 1953 financier Cyrus Ott establishes an international, English-language newspaper in Rome for former love Betty and her reporter husband. Fifty years later editor in chief Kathleen's open marriage founders, obituary writer Arthur suffers personal tragedy, and financial officer Abbey cuts jobs. Strong language. Bestseller. 2010.
DB71472
Title: The Ask

Author: Lipsyte, Sam

Annotation:  New York City. Middle-aged Milo Burke is fired as a university fund-raiser but is rehired when a rich donor -- who turns out to be his former classmate Purdy Stuart -- asks specifically for his services. Soon Milo finds himself funneling hush money to Purdy's illegitimate son, a disabled veteran. Strong language. 2010.
DB71935
Title: Great House

Author: Krauss, Nicole

Annotation: Tale of a grand desk of nineteen drawers and its symbolism to owners present and past: a New York writer, a Chilean poet, an Israeli reacquiring family furniture that was stolen by the Nazis, and a woman who escaped the Holocaust. Some strong language. National Book Award Finalist. Bestseller. 2010.
DB/RC70760, BR18827
Title: Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand

Author: Helen Simonson

Annotation: Sussex, England. Straitlaced, retired, and widowed Major Ernest Pettigrew gradually falls in love with an educated, British-born Pakistani widow, Mrs. Ali. Their burgeoning relationship must weather problems with younger family members, latent prejudice among the villagers, and a series of misunderstandings. Bestseller. 2010.
DB72311
Title: One Day

Author: Nicholls, David

Annotation: Newly graduated Britons Emma and Dexter spend July 15, 1988 together. Vignettes from the same date each year for the next two decades reveal their often long-distance friendship, careers, and relationships as they dance around the possibility of ending up together. Strong language and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2009.
DB71710
Title: The Surrendered

Author: Lee, Chang-Rae

Annotation: 1986. New York antiques dealer June, who has terminal cancer, enlists Korean War veteran Hector, the long-absent father of their son Nicholas, to help locate Nicholas in Italy. Hector and June -- having met in an orphanage during the war -- are both deeply emotionally scarred. Violence, strong language, and some descriptions of sex. 2010.
DB71930
Title: By Nightfall

Author: Cunningham, Michael

Annotation: Soho, Manhattan. Middle-aged art dealer Peter Harris and his wife Rebecca allow Rebecca's much-younger, drug-addicted brother Ethan to stay with them while he seeks a vocation. Peter has sexual fantasies about Ethan while looking back on his own life choices. Strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2010.
DB/RC70751
Title: Point Omega

Author: Delillo, Don

Annotation: Director Jim Finley approaches Iraq war planner and scholar Richard Elster to be the subject of a documentary film. Elster invites Finley to his desert retreat, where the two spend days talking. Then Elster's daughter arrives and the moviemaker's plan takes an unexpected turn. Some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2010.
DB71209, LT9280
Title: Imperfect Birds

Series: Rosie Ferguson, Book 3

Annotation: Rosie Ferguson is entering her senior year in high school. She tries to hide the extent of her drug use from both her recovering alcoholic mother and her stepfather. Strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2010. Sequel to "Crooked Little Heart."
DB71878
Title: My Hollywood

Author: Simpson, Mona

Annotation: Classical musician and composer Claire leaves New York for Los Angeles when her husband begins writing television comedy. Claire can't manage their newborn William and hires Filipino nanny Lola to help. Middle-class Lola, who sends money home for her children's college tuition, stabilizes Claire's family. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2010.
DB/RC70624
Title: So Much for That

Author: Shriver, Lionel

Annotation: Shep Knacker is poised for a hard-earned, idyllic retirement in a third-world country when his wife Glynis announces she has a rare cancer. Shep becomes a caregiver while medical bills deplete his life savings, friends disappear, and their teenage son withdraws. Strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. Commercial audiobook. 2010.
DB/RC70599
Title: Where the God of Love Hangs Out

Author: Bloom, Amy

Annotation: Two sets of linked stories exploring passion, family, and friendship anchor this compilation by the author of "Away." In the title piece a woman comes clean about her past to her father-in-law. Strong language, explicit descriptions of sex, and some violence. Commercial audiobook. 2010. Contents: William and Clare. Your Borders, Your Rivers, Your Tiny Villages. I Love to See You Coming, I Hate to See You Go. Old Impossible. Compassion and Mercy. Between Here and Here. Sastrugi. Sampson Family. Sleepwalking. Night Vision. Light into Dark. Fort Useless and Fort Ridiculous. By-and-by. Where the God of Love Hangs Out.
DB71921
Title: Anthill

Author: Wilson, Edward O

Annotation: A young environmental lawyer with a long attachment to Alabama's Nokobee wilderness -- and its warring ant colonies -- decides to protect the land by representing the rapacious property developers who want it. Meanwhile, religious fanatics prove territorial violence is not solely the province of ants. Some violence and some strong language. 2010.
DB71010, BR18863
Title: House Rules

Author: Jodi Picoult

Annotation: Eighteen-year-old Jacob Hunt, who has Asperger's syndrome, lives with his mother and younger brother and has a social-skills tutor. Jacob is obsessed with forensic science. When a murder occurs in Jacob's small world, both his hobby and his condition make him a suspect. Strong language. Bestseller. 2010.
DB71416
Title: Imperial Bedrooms

Author: Ellis, Bret E

Series: Clay, Book 2

Annotation: Twenty-five years after the events in "Less than Zero," Clay, now a screenwriter, returns to Los Angeles. His friend Trent became a producer -- and married Clay's ex-girlfriend. While casting for a film, Clay becomes obsessed with actress Rain Turner. Violence, strong language, and explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2010. Sequel to "Less than Zero."
DB71364
Title: Lake Shore Limited

Author: Miller, Sue

Annotation: Playwright Wilhelmina "Billy" Gertz's latest production concerns a man waiting to hear whether his estranged wife survived a train bombing but who is ambivalent about her fate. Leslie, Billy's friend, fears the play reflects Billy's feelings towards the 9/11 death of Leslie's brother -- Billy's lover. Some explicit descriptions of sex. 2010.
DB72235
Title: Lord of Misrule

Author: Gordon, Jaimy

Annotation: West Virginia, 1970. Deadbeat Tommy Hansel brings four horses to Indian Mound Downs intending to run them in cheap races, win big, and then leave town. Meanwhile, Tommy's girlfriend meets the local eccentrics and gangsters. Strong language, some violence, and some descriptions of sex. National Book Award. Bestseller. 2010.
DB71895
Title: Maybe This Time

Author: Crusie, Jennifer

Annotation: Andie Miller agrees to help her ex-husband by spending a month with two children under his guardianship. Troubled Alice and Carter live in a strange old house that, Andie soon finds out, they share with ghosts. Strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. 2010.
DB70647
Title: Shadow Tag

Author: Erdrich, Louise

Annotation: Irene's husband Gil, a Native American artist, is obsessed with painting her image and keeping tabs on her by reading her diary, which she intentionally fills with hurtful fictions. In another, hidden diary Irene reveals her true feelings about Gil and their three children. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2010.
DB71095
Title: The Three Weissmanns of Westport

Author: Schine, Cathleen

Annotation: After forty-eight years of marriage Joseph Weissman divorces his wife, Betty, for a younger woman. Betty moves into a cousin's run-down Connecticut beach cottage, where her middle-aged daughters Miranda and Annie join her out of sympathy. Affairs, bankruptcy, and love ensue. Strong language. Bestseller. 2010.
DB71204
Title: Solar

Author: McEwan, Ian

Annotation: British Nobel Prize-winning physicist Michael Beard covers up the accidental death of his assistant, who happens to be his fifth wife's lover, and usurps his research. Beard tries to reinvigorate his career and save the world from environmental disaster. Some strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2010.
DB71699
Title: The Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake

Author: Bender, Aimee

Annotation: On her ninth birthday, Rose realizes she can taste her mother's emotions baked into a slice of cake. Eating becomes agonizing for Rose as she uncovers everyone's feelings. But she learns in adulthood to put her ability to good use. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2010.
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