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(We have or can order all of these titles)

Fiction

BR16484, RC51967
Title: Fever, 1793
Author: Laurie Halse Anderson
Annotation: Philadelphia, 1793. Fourteen-year-old Matilda works in her widowed mother's busy coffeehouse along with her grandfather and their cook, Eliza -- a freed slave. When a yellow fever epidemic hits the city, people panic and flee, and Matilda's life turns upside down. For grades 6-9. 2000.
BR5468, RC57414
Title: The Decameron of Giovanni Boccaccio
Author: Giovanni Boccaccio
Annotation: One hundred tales reflecting life in fourteenth-century Italy, as narrated by men and women finding refuge in the country from a plague in Florence. Depicts adventures, customs, lusts, and loves of people representing all social strata from noblemen to peasants. Translation from Italian work completed around 1352. Some explicit descriptions of sex. 1982.
BR10445, RC41763
Title: Mister Touch
Author: Malcolm Bosse
Annotation: A dark tale in which a virus has destroyed civilization, leaving a decayed world of ill people and wild dogs. The Skulls, a group of survivors, is led by Mister Touch, a sleazy Wall Street criminal, who is named for his blindness. He leads a caravan on a dangerous epic journey to Arizona, where they hope to start a new civilization. Strong language, violence, and explicit descriptions of sex. 1992.
DB/RC66313
Title: The Brief History of the Dead
Author: Kevin Brockmeier
Annotation: Recently deceased people reside in "the city" as long as they remain in memories of the living. When a plague strikes humanity, wildlife specialist Laura Byrd -- the sole survivor -- journeys from Antarctica back to civilization, unaware that her thoughts are keeping people alive in the afterlife. Some strong language. 2006.
BR12552, RC32531
Title: The Plague
Author: Albert Camus
Annotation: In a coastal town in Algeria the people struggle against ignorance and fear as the bubonic plague strikes. Dr. Bernard Rieux chronicles the trials and suffering of his patients during the quarantine, and their triumph over death. 1947.
LT4746, DB/RC41998
Title: Contagion
Author: Robin Cook
Series: Jack Stapleton and Laurie Montgomery, Book 1
Annotation: After huge health-care conglomerate AmeriCare puts ophthalmologist Jack Stapleton out of business, he retrains to be a medical examiner. A few years later, Jack examines a patient who died of pneumonic plague caught in a New York AmeriCare hospital. Jack's glee over AmeriCare's problem is coupled with mounting concern as more patients die of viruses. Some violence. Bestseller. 1995.
DB/RC37973
Title: The Andromeda Strain
Author: Michael Crichton
Annotation: After an unmanned space probe lands in a small town in Arizona, most of the residents die mysteriously. Four scientists try to discover the nature of the microorganism that has contaminated the satellite while the president ponders atomic destruction to save the rest of the country. 1969.
DB71422
Title: The Passage
Author: Justin Cronin
Series: Passage, Book 1
Annotation: Six-year-old orphan Amy Harper Bellafonte becomes humanity's last hope after the North American populace is decimated by a terrifying viral infection -- the product of a secret military experiment housed in a remote compound in the Colorado mountains. Violence, strong language, and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2010. First book in the Passage vampire series. Followed by "The Twelve."
BR18471, DB/RC69500
Title: The Strain
Author: Guillermo del Toro
Series: Strain Trilogy, Book 1
Annotation: The CDC's Dr. Eph Goodweather investigates a ghostly scene on the JFK tarmac: a recently landed Boeing 777 sits with all systems dead, shades down, and no signs of life. An awakened vampire virus greater and more horrific than imaginable rapidly spreads through the night. Violence and strong language. 2009. First book in the Strain Trilogy.
DB/RC65224
Title: World Without End
Author: Ken Follett
Series: Kingsbridge, Book 2
Annotation: Two centuries after the events in "The Pillars of the Earth", the populace of Kingsbridge, England, copes with the Black Death and wars with France. Four children share a traumatic experience that influences their lives as they grow up in disparate social circles. Commercial audiobook. Bestseller. 2007. Second book in the Kingsbridge series.
DB/RC56081
Title: The Stand: The Complete and Uncut Edition
Author: Stephen King
Annotation: An experimental virus called superflu hits the world -- rapidly wiping out the whole of civilization except for the few who are immune. Expansion of novel originally published in 1978. Strong language, some explicit descriptions of sex, and some violence. 1990.
DB/RC50768
Title: The Hades Factor
Author: Robert Ludlum
Series: Covert One, Book 1
Annotation: Dr. Jon Smith and his fiancee, Dr. Sophia Russell, at the army's institute for infectious diseases investigate a virus that is creating a deadly epidemic. Jon is soon warned off by the FBI, while Sophia contacts a colleague in Peru where a similar disease wiped out a tribe. Some violence. Bestseller. 2000. First Covert-One suspense novel. Followed by "Cassandra Compact." Co-author is Gayle Lynds.
DB/RC68724
Title: Warning Signs
Author: C. J. Lyons
Series: Angels of Mercy Hospital, Book 2
Annotation: Fourth-year medical student Amanda Mason develops mysterious symptoms and her professional performance deteriorates. After one of her patients with the same symptoms dies and another slips into a coma, Amanda and her friends rush to investigate the disease -- before Amanda's time runs out. Some strong language. 2009. Second mystery set at Angels of Mercy Hospital. Sequel to "Lifelines."
BRN10649, RC22047
Title: The Betrothed: A Milanese Story of the Seventeenth Century
Author: Alessandro Manzoni
Annotation: Classic Italian novel set in the Milan area in the early seventeenth century. A panorama of political and religious life during the Spanish occupation, the account follows the fate of Lucia and Renzo, two peasant lovers cruelly separated by the machinations of a lecherous Spanish nobleman. They must also face the plague and famine.

BR19204, RC47903
Title: I Am Legend
Author: Richard Matheson
Annotation: Eleven short horror tales. In the title story, a plague transforms humanity into vampires. But one human remains -- Robert Neville. As he hunts vampires by day, they search for him by night. Basis for two movies. Some violence and some strong language. 1995. Contents: I Am Legend. Buried Talents. The Near Departed. Prey. Witch War. Dance of the Dead. Dress of White Silk. Mad House. The Funeral. From Shadowed Places. Person to Person.
DB/RC68045
Title: Streams of Babel
Author: Carol Plum-Ucci
Annotation: A bioterrorist attack in New Jersey leaves teens Cora, Owen, Scott, and Rain desperately ill. Meanwhile, young computer hackers Tyler and Shahzad uncover a plot to infect America's water supply. The two assist the government in tracking the extremists. Strong language. For senior high readers. 2008.
DB/RC65365
Title: The Judas Strain
Author: James Rollins
Series: Sigma Force, Book 4
Annotation: Gray Pierce and his Sigma Force covert organization battle a deadly plague that's about to destroy mankind. Pierce joins forces with a female assassin to find a cure by following in the footsteps of explorer Marco Polo. Violence and strong language. Bestseller. 2007. A Sigma Force adventure.
DB/RC61338
Title: Isolation Ward
Author: Joshua Spanogle
Series: Nate McCormick, Book 1
Annotation: Dr. Nathaniel McCormick from the Centers for Disease Control investigates the deaths of three handicapped women at the same Baltimore hospital. But someone doesn't want the doctor to track a dangerous virus. Violence, strong language, and some explicit descriptions of sex. Commercial audiobook. 2006. First Nate McCormick suspense novel. Followed by "Flawless." 2006.
DB/RC70833
Title: The Earth Abides
Author: George R. Stewart
Annotation: A plague sweeps the globe, wiping out most of the human race. California intellectual loner Isherwood, who has immunity to the disease, and Em, a woman, survive. But can their descendants restore modern civilization? Some violence. International Fantasy Award. Commercial audiobook. 1949.
DB74353
Title: Ashes, Ashes
Author: Jo Treggiari
Annotation: In a future world devastated by illness and environmental catastrophes, Lucy "Lucky" Holloway lives alone. But when she befriends a group of survivors, she faces a new threat -- the Sweepers, who kidnap healthy individuals to experiment on. Some violence. For senior high and older readers. 2011.
DB74651
Title: Partials
Author: Dan Wells
Annotation: War with engineered organic beings called Partials and a deadly virus that targets newborns have decimated the population, but a few survivors are trying to keep the human race alive. Medic-in-training Kira searches for solutions at any cost. For senior high and older readers. 2012.
Nonfiction
DB/RC61644
Title: The Great Influenza: The Story of the Deadliest Pandemic in History
Author: John M. Barry
Annotation: Traces the medical and social history of the 1918 influenza epidemic that erupted during World War I. Discusses the conditions both biological (swiftly mutating flu virus passing between animals and humans) and political (troop movements between continents) under which the disease thrived and its effect on world populations. Keck Award. 2004.
DB/RC54834
Title: Year of Wonders: A Novel of the Plague
Author: Geraldine Brooks
Annotation: Derbyshire, England; 1666. Anna Frith, an eighteen-year-old widow with two children, is a servant at the rectory. In her account of the plague's arrival and the villagers' difficult choice of quarantine, she shows what can happen to faith and human kindness in times of widespread death and desperation. Some violence. Bestseller. 2001.
DB/RC53711
Title: In the Wake of the Plague: The Black Death and the World It Made
Author: Norman F. Cantor
Annotation: Provides a survey of what twentieth-century biomedical science knows about the Black Death. Examines the effects of this infectious disease on individuals as well as on the larger society and places the fourteenth-century epidemic in a context of other fearsome outbreaks in medical history. 2001.
DB/RC62888
Title: Biohazards: Humanity's Battle with Infectious Disease
Author: Sean M. Grady
Annotation: Describes the nature, growth, transmission, societal effects, and treatments of potentially dangerous, disease-causing microorganisms called biohazards. Traces outbreaks through history such as the Black Death and polio, and modern threats such as anthrax, West Nile virus, and AIDS and their use in biological warfare. For senior high readers. 2006. Co-author is John Tabak.
DB/RC57286
Title: The Fever Trail: In Search of the Cure for Malaria
Author: Mark Honigsbaum
Annotation: Chronicles the perilous expeditions of three nineteenth-century British explorers searching for South America's elusive cinchona tree -- the source of quinine used to cure malaria. Honigsbaum reconstructs their quests to find and smuggle the medicinal bark to English colonies. Also discusses twentieth-century efforts to vaccinate against emerging drug-resistant malaria strains. 2001.
DB/RC64203
Title: The Ghost Map: The Story of London's Most Terrifying Epidemic -- and How It Changed Science, Cities, and the Modern World
Author: Steven Johnson
Annotation: Chronicles the 1854 London cholera outbreak and the efforts of physician John Snow and clergyman Henry Whitehead to find its cause. Discusses Snow's search for geographic patterns of death, which led to the contagion's source -- a contaminated water well. Examines the epidemic's influence on waste disposal and disease control. 2006.
LT7905, BR15973, RCO14792
Title: Splendid Solution: Jonas Salk and the Conquest of Polio
Author: Jeffrey Kluger
Annotation: This history of the 1950s battle to develop a polio vaccine focuses on Jonas Salk's successful dead-virus inoculation. Discusses social effects of infantile paralysis from 1916 to mid century, the controversy over live-virus vaccines, Walter Winchell's public denouncement of Dr. Salk, and Salk's 1954 vindication. 2004.

DB/RC49373
Title: Flu: The Story of the Great Influenza Pandemic of 1918 and the Search for the Virus That Caused It
Author: Gina Kolata
Annotation: A science reporter for the New York Times describes how a mysterious virus, nicknamed the "Spanish flu," killed 20-100 million people worldwide, leaving no clue to its origins. Striking during wartime in 1918, the epidemic affected young adults disproportionately. Discusses other historic plagues and the possibility of future pandemic scourges. Some of the research and researchers were based in Ames and Iowa City. 1999.
DB/RC61804
Title: Beating Back the Devil: On the Front Lines with the Disease Detectives of the Epidemic Intelligence Service
Author: Maryn McKenna
Annotation: Reporter traces the history of the Atlanta-based Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) from 1951 to 2003. Follows EIS medical professionals as they investigate disease outbreaks caused by polio, West Nile virus, smallpox, AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis, SARS, and biological weapons. 2004.
DB/RC53041
Title: Germs: Biological Weapons and America's Secret War
Author: Judith Miller
Three journalists from the New York Times discuss germ warfare and the real and rising threat it poses to the United States. They examine scientific advances in bio-weapons and the expertise now available in Iran, Iraq, and North Korea. They use biographical and historical examples to clarify the issue. Bestseller. 2001.
BR17082
Title: Yellow Jack: How Yellow Fever Ravaged America and Walter Reed Discovered Its Deadly Secrets
Author: John R. Pierce
Annotation: Traces yellow fever's history and impact in America since the seventeenth century. Chronicles the efforts of army major and physician Walter Reed and the U.S. Army Yellow Fever Board beginning in 1900 to research the cause, spread, and control of this acute viral hemorrhagic disease and ultimately banish it. 2005.
DB75676
Title: Spillover: Animal Infections and the Next Human Pandemic
Author: David Quammen
Annotation: Science reporter investigates the field of epidemiology, specifically the transmission of disease from animal to human. Traces the development of illnesses such as Ebola, SARS, avian influenza, and Lyme disease and theorizes on the likelihood of where the next outbreak may occur. 2012.
DB/RC58310
Title: The Cruelest Miles: The Heroic Story of Dogs and Men in a Race Against an Epidemic
Author: Gay Salisbury
Annotation: Chronicles the valiant efforts of a dogsled relay to bring serum to ice-bound Nome, Alaska, when a deadly diphtheria outbreak put Eskimo natives and especially their children at risk in 1925. Blends Alaska's early history with portraits of courageous team leaders and their dogs -- including the famous Balto -- who trekked 674 miles across frozen terrain. 2003.
BR13814, DB/RC53427
Title: Scourge: The Once and Future Threat of Smallpox
Author: Jonathan B. Tucker
Annotation: A concise history of the devastating disease and its consequences for human society. A biological and chemical weapons expert discusses the virus's obscure beginnings, its eradication in the 1970s, and its potential use in bioterrorism. Includes interview material from leaders in disease control. 2001.
DB75472
Title: Rabid: A Cultural History of the World's Most Diabolical Virus
Author: Bill Wasik
Annotation: Cultural history of rabies, the beast-to-human transmitted virus, from ancient times to Louis Pasteur's late nineteenth-century vaccine and modern-day survivors. Discusses the sources of the brain infection that used to be one hundred percent fatal. Bestseller. 2012.
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