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DB/RC56081

Author:  King, Stephen

Title:  The Stand

Annotation:  An experimental virus called superflu hits the world -- rapidly wiping out the whole of civilization except for the few who are immune. Expansion of novel originally published in 1978. Strong language, some explicit descriptions of sex, and some violence. 1990.

BRN1753, RC12658

Author:  Christopher, John

Title:  Empty World

Annotation:  When a deadly virus kills off most of the world's population, a teenaged boy methodically goes about the business of surviving in a seemingly empty world. For junior and senior high readers.

BR17072, LT8263, DB/RC63649

Author:  McCarthy, Cormac

Title:  The Road

Annotation:  A father and his young son journey south after the destruction of the civilized world. Their survival kit consists of a few blankets, a pistol, a cart of scavenged food, and their love for each other. Their values are tested by occasional encounters with other desperate survivors. Bestseller. 2006. Oprah Book Club selection.

CBO4373

Author:  Stewart, George R.

Title:  Earth Abides

Annotation:  A plague sweeps the globe, wiping out most of the human race. California intellectual loner Isherwood, who has immunity to the disease, and Em, a woman, survive. But can their descendants restore modern civilization? Some violence. International Fantasy Award. Commercial audiobook. 1949.

BRN9562, RC47903

Author:  Mathewson, Richard

Title:  I Am Legend

Annotation:  The title story of this collection of horror stories is the basis for the movie Night of the Living Dead. Robert Neville is the last human being on Earth. Everyone else is now a vampire--and wants his blood. Some violence and some strong language. 1954.

RC30871

Author:  Murphy, Pat

Title:  The City, Not Long After

Annotation:  Only one in a thousand survived the plague that struck the earth ten years ago. Now San Francisco is a ghostly town with a few artists struggling to remake a life for themselves. An armed group invades the city intent on annexing it and creating their version of law and order. The peaceful artisans mount a resistance. Some strong language and some descriptions of sex. 1989.

RC24565
Author:  Palmer, David R.

Title:  Emergence

Annotation:  Immune from the effects of a bionuclear war that has destroyed most of humanity, an eleven-year-old girl realizes that she represents a new stage in human evolution. Recording her thoughts and experiences in a diary, she sets out across a scarred America seeking others of her kind. Some strong language.

RC18577

Author:  Herbert, Frank

Title:  The White Plague

Annotation:  When a terrorist bomb kills the family of an American scientist visiting Dublin, he vows to take revenge on the Irish people and the rest of the world by synthesizing an incurable disease that kills only women. Some strong language.

BRN9787, DB/RC14461

Author:  Zelazny, Roger

Title:  Damnation Alley

Annotation:  A handful of survivors attempt to pilot their awesome fire-breathing machine across a hellish nuclear wasteland where huge bats attack at will and madmen crucify scientists along the deserted highways. Some strong language. For high school and adult readers.

RC23860

Author:  Brin, David

Title:  The Postman

Annotation:  In the aftermath of a nuclear war that has devastated the nation, a traveling storyteller borrows the jacket of a long- dead postal worker and is transformed unwittingly into a symbol of hope for America's future. Some strong language. 1985.

BR8820, DB/RC33690

Author:  Wyndham, John

Title:  The Day of the Triffids

Annotation:  In this English science fiction work, a blinding blast from meteors causes the earth to be overrun by great flesh-eating plants, which almost exterminate mankind. The survivors are not only fighting against a hostile form of life, but also against each other and themselves. 1951.

RC37180

Author:  Frank, Pat

Title:  Alas, Babylon

Annotation:  The telegram from his brother ended with "Alas, Babylon." Thus Randolph Bragg knew that a nuclear bomb was about to be dropped on America. A vivid account of life in America as it might be if there were to be a nuclear war. For high school and adult readers. Originally published in 1959.

BR8614, DB/RC32968

Author:  Miller, Walter M. Jr.

Title:  A Canticle for Leibowitz

Annotation:  Civilization has been destroyed. A monastery dedicated to the sainted Leibowitz is attempting to preserve wisdom and spiritual life in the new Dark Ages. Some violence. 1959.

DB/RC44711, LT4120

Author:  Wyndham, John

Title: The Crysalids

Annotation:  Fanatical survivors of an atomic war are obsessed with weeding out all mutants in the population. The "different" ones are condemned to a hideous exile, and children are careful to hide their "differences" even from their zealous parents. First published in Great Britain in 1955. Also published under the title: Re-Birth.

RC15396

Author:  Niven, Larry

Title:  Lucifer’s Hammer

Annotation:  Astronauts watch with horror from above as earth collides with a comet and chaos reigns among the nations and the survivors. A feisty U.S. senator's ranch becomes a stronghold against roving armies of cannibals and religious fanatics as he undertakes to build a new civilization. Some strong language.

BR1619, LT4160, RC53090

Author:  Shute, Nevil

Title:  On the Beach

Annotation:  An atomic war has destroyed all life in the Northern Hemisphere and the fall-out is moving southward. A group of people in Australia faced with impending extinction must choose how to spend the precious few days remaining to them. 1957.

RC17355

Author:  Hoban, Russell

Title:  Riddley Walker

Annotation:  In Kent, England, some 2,000 years after a nuclear holocaust has devastated Britain, twelve-year-old Riddley Walker is having his "naming day," an initiation which includes killing a wild boar. Using a phonetic language that is both familiar and unfamiliar, Riddley tells about his quest to find out about the past as well as the future.

RC41216

Author:  Crowley, John

Title:  Three Novels: The Deep, Beasts, and Engine Summer

Annotation:  In "The Deep," a nameless, sexless visitor from the sky enters a barely civilized world. In "Beasts," a laboratory creation that is half man and half lion and his human lover fight to survive. In "Engine Summer," a thousand years after civilization has fallen to ruins, a young man is on a quest for understanding. His search leads him to the far past and deep into old mysteries. Some strong language. 1994.  “Engine Summer” is the novel that was selected for this book list.
DB/RC36888

Author:  Willis, Connie

Title: Doomsday Book

Annotation:  Kivrin, a young, twenty-first-century history student, travels back in time on assignment to fourteenth-century Oxford. But something goes wrong, and she is stranded in the Middle Ages right at the outbreak of the bubonic plague. As her modern mentor struggles to rescue her, Kivrin must come to terms with life and death in an age of superstition, fear, and suffering. Winner of the 1992 Nebula award.

BRN8121

Author:  Brunner, John

Title:  The Sheep Look Up

Annotation:  The world, with the U.S. in the forefront, is dying of its own effluents. The destructive effects of chemicals, drugs, indifference, stupidity, and greed create a stagnant, poisoned environment that gives rise to conflagration. 1972.
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