2015 Summer Reading Club Books
Created By Rachel Bussan, IA1A
Note:  These books are useful for the 2015 Collaborative Summer Reading Program (CSLP).  The themes this year are “Every Hero Has a Story” for juveniles, and “Unmask!” for the young adults.  This is the summer reading program for the state of Iowa.  I am unsure if any other state is using it.  I selected books based on real and fictional heroes.  For more information see the CSLP site at http://www.cslpreads.org/. 
Twin Vison
Title ID: BR16031
Author: Barasch, Lynne
Title: Knockin' on Wood: Starring Peg Leg Bates (TV)
Summary: Biography of world famous African American tap dancer Clayton "Peg Leg" Bates who had only one leg. Tells about Clayton Bates's unstoppable love of dancing, his accident in 1919 at age twelve, and the wooden leg his uncle whittled for him -- the peg leg that became his nickname.
Grade Level: K-3

Title ID: BR20035
Author: Burleigh, Robert
Title: Look Up! Henrietta Leavitt, Pioneering Woman Astronomer (TV)
Summary: Biography of Henrietta Swan Leavitt (1868-1921), an astronomer who helped discover the first method to correctly measure distances in space during a time when women were not allowed to use the telescope in observatories.
Grade Level: 2-4

Title ID: BR21026
Author: Morales, Yuyi
Title: Nino Wrestles the World (TV)
Summary: Lucha libre champion Nino has no trouble fending off monstrous opponents, but when his little sisters awaken from their naps, he is in for a no-holds-barred wrestling match that will truly test his skills.
Grade Level: K-3

Title ID: BR15040
Author: Erdrich, Lise
Title: Sacagawea (TV)
Summary: Relates the experiences of Sacagawea, a young Shoshone woman, who with her French Canadian husband and baby boy joined the Lewis and Clark expedition in 1805. She acted as guide, translator, and helper on the exciting but perilous journey through her home territory to the Pacific.
Grade Level: 3-6

Title ID: BR15024
Author: Grimes, Nikki
Title: Talkin' about Bessie: The Story of Aviator Elizabeth Coleman (TV)
Summary: Biography of the first licensed African American female pilot. Bessie grew up in the early 1900s when airplanes were new, pilots were men, and racial prejudice against African Americans was strong. She became a daring stunt flyer anyway.
Grade Level: 3-6

Title ID: BR19015
Author: Nelson, Vaunda M
Title: Bad News for Outlaws: The Remarkable Life of Bass Reeves, Deputy U.S. Marshal (TV)
Summary: Biography of African American Bass Reeves (1838-1910), a hero of the Old West. Discusses Reeves's escape from life as a slave in Texas, his qualifications for being a deputy marshal, and some of his exploits with desperadoes.
Grade Level: 2-4

Title ID: BR12017
Author: Wisniewski, David
Title: Golem (TV)
Summary: A retelling of how a chief rabbi of Prague creates a giant golem of clay in 1580. The golem's task is to seek out those spreading false rumors about Jews and to turn them over to the authorities unharmed. When his job is done, the golem is to return to clay.

Grade Level: 2-4

Braille
Title ID: BR18068
Author: Alexander, Sally H
Title: She Touched the World: Laura Bridgman, Deaf-Blind Pioneer
Summary: Biography of Laura Bridgman (1829-1889), the first deaf-blind child to receive a formal education -- decades before Helen Keller. Discusses the causes of Laura's deaf-blindness at age two; her sponsorship at Perkins Institution; and her success at learning manual sign language.
Grade Level: 4-7

Title ID: BR17315
Author: Allen, Thomas B
Title: Harriet Tubman, Secret Agent: How Daring Slaves and Free Blacks Spied for the Union During the Civil War
Summary: Discusses Harriet Tubman's life (1820-1913), escape from slavery, heroic trips back into slave states to conduct others to freedom, and dangerous role as a spy for the Union during the Civil War. Explains her work in the context of the abolitionist movement.
Grade Level: 6-9

Title ID: BR14647
Author: Alter, Judy
Title: Extraordinary Explorers and Adventurers
Summary: Brief biographies of seventy-three men and women -- from the Greek hero Hercules to Mae Jemison -- who traveled to new lands or conquered space. Includes major explorers of North America and the North Pole, as well as more recent astronauts.
Grade Level: 5-8

Title ID: BR13242
Author: Bausum, Ann
Title: Dragon Bones and Dinosaur Eggs: A Photobiography of Explorer Roy Chapman Andrews
Summary: A biography of the great explorer-adventurer who discovered huge fields of dinosaur bones and a complete nest of dinosaur eggs in Mongolia during the 1920s. Explains how Andrews pioneered modern paleontology field research using a team of specialists on his five expeditions to Asia.

Grade Level: 5-8

Title ID: BR18207
Author: Bardhan-Quallen, Sudipta
Title: Jane Goodall: A Twentieth-century Life
Summary: Biography of the British primatologist born in 1934 who has spent many years in Africa studying chimpanzees in the wild. Features her dedication to field research, her marriages, her family, the 1975 kidnapping of Jane's colleagues from Gombe, and her ongoing championing of chimpanzees. Some violence.
Grade Level: 6-9

Title ID: BR18717
Author: Cooper, Michael L
Title: Theodore Roosevelt: A Twentieth-century Life
Summary: Biography of the twenty-sixth United States president, Theodore Roosevelt (1858-1919). Describes Roosevelt's overcoming severe asthma as a child and becoming a man of high spirits with a sense of adventure, who demonstrated courage on the battlefield. Discusses his family life, political career, and conservation efforts.
Grade Level: 6-9

Title ID: BR11547
Author: Coville, Bruce
Title: Aliens Ate My Homework
Summary: Rod Allbright is building a volcano for a school project when a small spaceship crashes through the window and lands in the papier-mache. The tiny spaceman who emerges is rather hostile, but as Rod helps him and the crew fix their spaceship, they all become friends. The aliens are on Earth to catch a notorious criminal, and Rod is very surprised to find out who it is.
Grade Level: 3-6

Title ID: BR11287
Author: Haddix, Margaret P
Title: Running Out of Time
Summary: In 1840, Jessie Keyser, twelve, lives with her family in the town of Clifton. But when Jessie's friends begin falling ill, her mother tells her the shocking truth: It is really 1996, and the family is part of an elaborate tourist attraction -- one that has gone horribly wrong. It's now up to Jessie to escape to the modern world to find help.
Grade Level: 5-8

Title ID: BR16422
Author: O'Brien, Robert C
Title: Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH
Summary: Threatened with the loss of home and family, Mrs. Frisby, a widowed field mouse, seeks help from a colony of rats. Escapees from the NIMH laboratory, these superintelligent rats provide a solution to her dilemma.
Grade Level: 4-7

Title ID: BR14561
Author: Springer, Nancy
Title: Rowan Hood: Outlaw Girl of Sherwood Forest
Summary: After her mother's murder, thirteen-year-old Rosemary sets out to find the outlaw Robin Hood -- the father she has never met. She disguises herself as a boy for safety; befriends a half-wolf/half-dog, a runaway princess, and a singing giant; and gradually makes peace with her elfin heritage.
Grade Level: 4-7

Title ID: BR11548
Author: Rawls, Wilson
Title: Where the Red Fern Grows: The Story of Two Dogs and a Boy
Summary: Ten-year-old Billy, a country boy in the Ozarks, wants a pair of coon hounds so badly that he works hard for two years to pay for them.
Grade Level: 5-8

Title ID: BR17066
Author: Freedom Writers
Title: The Freedom Writers Diary: How a Teacher and 150 Teens Used Writing to Change Themselves and the World around Them
Summary: Diary entries written by high school students who were inspired by their English teacher. Entries cover racial identity, drug addiction, and family situations including murder and molestation. Some strong language.
Grade Level: Young Adult

Title ID: BR13432
Author: Levine, Gail C
Title: The Two Princesses of Bamarre
Summary: Until Princess Meryl was struck with the Gray Death, Princess Addie had always been afraid of everything. Now Addie battles specters, gryphons, ogres, and dragons while seeking a cure for her sister. Along the way, she fulfills an ancient prophecy.
Grade Level: 5-8

Title ID: BR7808

Author: Gardner, Craig S.

Title: Batman
Summary: Life can be dangerous in Gotham City, but thanks to the Caped Crusader, the citizens have a protector. No one knows who he is or where he will show up next, but he has an amazing arsenal of weaponry at his disposal with which he fights crime and corruption -- especially a criminal trying to obtain the wealth of Gotham City. Some strong language.
Grade Level: Young Adult-Adult

Title ID: BR4111
Author: Maggin, Elliot S
Title: Superman: Last Son of Krypton
Summary: A brilliant scientist on the dying planet Krypton launches his infant son to Earth in a tiny starship. Raised as Clark Kent in Smallville, U.S.A. the boy becomes a newsman who fights evil in the guise of Superman.
Grade Level: 6-Young Adult

Digital Books (Audio)
Title ID: DB50950
Author: Chabon, Michael
Title: The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay
Summary: 1939. An eighteen-year-old artist and magician flees Czechoslovakia for his cousin's New York home. With their love of legend and fantasy, the boys launch a superhero comic-book series. The golden age of comic art is at hand, but so are the horrors of global war. Some descriptions of sex and some strong language.

Grade Level: Young Adult-Adult

Title: DB67625
Author: Hajdu, David
Title: The Ten-Cent Plague: The Great Comic-Book Scare and How It Changed America
Summary: Professor and author examines the 1940s and 1950s controversy surrounding comic books that depicted crime, lust, and horror. Describes campaigns by church groups, politicians, and moral crusaders to censor the publications. Profiles Bill Gaines of Mad magazine and others who endured the onslaught.
Grade Level: Young Adult-Adult

Title ID: DB54218
Author: Bauer, Joan
Title: Hope Was Here
Summary: Sixteen-year-old Hope and her aunt Addie, a professional waitress/cook team, move to Wisconsin to help G.T. Stoop run his restaurant. Soon they become involved in removing the corrupt mayor from office, and Hope finds the father she needs.
Grade Level: Young Adult

Title ID: DB30795
Author: Seuss, Dr.
Title: Oh, the Places You'll Go!
Summary: "Congratulations! Today is your day. You're off to great places! You're off and away!" So begins the inimitable Dr. Seuss in this graduation speech for both young and old.
Grade Level: K-3
Title ID: DB74418
Author: Belanger, Jeff
Title: What It's Like -- To Climb Mount Everest, Blast Off Into Space, Survive A Tornado, And Other Extraordinary Stories
Summary: Twelve individuals share their real-life adventures. Bethany Hamilton, who was a teenager at the time, describes losing her arm in a shark attack in 2003 while surfing. Dean Karnazes ran 50 marathons in 50 states in 50 consecutive days.
Grade Level: 5-8

Title ID: DB73261
Author: Bristow, David
Title: Sky Sailors: True Stories Of The Balloon Era
Summary: Discusses human flight before the invention of the airplane. Recounts the balloon-based travels of daring men and women from 1783 to the early 1900s, including two children who went up by accident. Describes the dangers posed by high winds, lightning, lack of oxygen, and extreme cold.
Grade Level: 4-7

Title ID: DB74727
Author: Cummins, Julie
Title: Women Explorers: Perils, Pistols, And Petticoats
Summary: Profiles ten female explorers born before 1900. One explorer, Louise Arner Boyd (1887-1972), was an heiress who planned, led, and financed seven expeditions to the Arctic. Another, Nellie Cashman (1850-1925), drove a dogsled over 750 miles of ice and snow at age seventy.
Grade Level: 4-7

Title ID: DB77179
Author: Bracken, Alexandra
Title: The Darkest Minds
Summary: The Idiopathic Adolescent Acute Neurodegeneration virus killed most American children -- and left others with dangerous powers. When the government quarantines survivors in rehabilitation camps, sixteen-year-old Ruby escapes. Some violence and some strong language.
Grade Level: Young Adult

Title ID: DB70933
Author: Patterson, James

Title: Witch and Wizard
Summary: Soldiers from the New Order government kidnap and imprison siblings Wisty and Whit Allgood, accusing them of the outlawed practice of witchcraft and wizardry. But Wisty and Whit discover their powers and fight to survive.
Grade Level: Young Adult

Title ID: DB70841
Author: Cottrell Boyce, Frank
Title: Cosmic
Summary: England. Tall for his age, sprouting facial hair, and unusually intelligent, twelve-year-old Liam is often mistaken for an adult. He enters a Greatest Dad Ever contest and becomes the adult chaperone for a group of kids on a rocket ship that gets lost in space.
Grade Level: 4-7

Title ID: DB72392
Author: Dashner, James
Title: The Maze Runner
Summary: A teenage boy wakes up in an elevator remembering nothing but his name, Thomas. He soon meets a group of boys who welcome him to the Glade -- and the unsolved puzzle of the Maze. The next day a girl arrives with an unexpected message.
Grade Level: 6-9

Title ID: DB72652
Author: Maberry, Jonathan
Title: Rot and Ruin
Summary: In a post-apocalyptic world, fifteen-year-old Benny Imura has to find a job or forfeit half of his food rations. After debating his options, Benny follows in his brother's footsteps and trains to kill zombies. Violence.
Grade Level: Young Adult

Title ID: DB76533
Author: Stohl, Margaret
Title: Icons
Summary: Nearly twenty years ago, an alien force colonized Earth and used electromagnetic devices called icons to stop the hearts of most of the people in six cities in an instant, reducing the world's population by a billion. Four survivors, now teenagers, must use their emotion-based powers to fight the alien lords.
Grade Level: Young Adult

Title ID: DB74943
Author: Thomas, Rich
Title: The Origin Story Series: The Amazing Spider-Man, The Courageous Captain America, The Incredible Hulk, The Invincible Iron Man, The Mighty Avengers, The Mighty Thor, The Uncanny X-Men
Summary: Series of seven books explains how Spider-Man, Thor, Captain America, Iron Man, the Hulk and other Marvel comic book heroes became legendary superheroes. In "The Uncanny X-Men" Professor Xavier assembles a team of mutants called the X-Men to protect mankind from evil -- even though humans are afraid of them.
Grade Level: K-3

Title ID: DB70906
Author: Westerfeld, Scott
Title: Leviathan
Summary: Alek Ferdinand, prince of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, escapes in a Cyklop Stormwalker from the clutches of the Clanker powers who are plotting global domination. He forms an uneasy alliance with Deryn, a girl disguised as a boy fighting genetically engineered beasts like the airship Leviathan.
Grade Level: Young Adult

Title ID: DB71885
Author: Lasky, Kathryn
Title: Hawksmaid: The Untold Story Of Robin Hood And Maid Marian
Summary: Twelfth-century England. Matty grows up to be a master falconer, able to communicate with the devoted birds who help her and Fynn, later known as Maid Marian and Robin Hood, to foil Prince John's plot to steal the crown. Some violence.
Grade Level: 5-8

Title ID: DB75699
Author: Howe, Sean
Title: Marvel Comics: the Untold Story
Summary: Former Entertainment Weekly editor details the history of Marvel Comics -- home to Spider-Man, the X-Men, the Avengers, and other superheroes -- from the early 1960s to the twenty-first century. Describes the personalities behind the brand's success, including writer Stan Lee and artist Jack Kirby.
Grade Level: Young Adult-Adult

Title ID: DB75084
Author: Kirby, Stan
Title: Captain Awesome To The Rescue!
Summary: Second-grader Eugene and his family move to Sunnyview, where he goes to a new school. When the class hamster Turbo is kidnapped, Eugene reveals his superhero alter ego Captain Awesome to rescue Turbo.

Grade Level: 2-4

Title ID: DB77007
Author: Moore, Stuart
Title: Civil War: a Novel of the Marvel Universe
Summary: When a lesser-known superhero battle goes awry in Stamford, Connecticut, killing hundreds of people, the government decides that superheroes should unmask and register their powers. Some members of the Avengers, the greatest super-team, agree--but others resist the orders. Some violence and some strong language.
Grade Level: Young Adult-Adult

Title ID: DB76934

Author: Hickman, Tracy
Title: Wayne of Gotham

Summary: After a visitor raises questions about the deaths of Bruce Wayne's parents, Thomas and Martha, the Batman delves into his family's dark past. Violence and some strong language.
Grade Level: Young Adult-Adult

Title ID: DB74918

Author: Bowers, Rick
Title: Superman Versus The Ku Klux Klan: The True Story Of How The Iconic Superhero Battled The Men Of Hate
Summary: Discusses creators Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster's Jewish upbringing during the Great Depression and its influence on the development of their superhero, Superman. Covers the rise of the KKK and the emergence of the radio show, The Adventures of Superman.  Also available in Braille.

Grade Level: 6-Young Adult
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