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NLS Best Practices 2012 Summaries

NLS Best Practices 2012 Summaries:

Operations Alert 12-103

· The Washtenaw (Michigan) Library’s creation of promotional stickers to put into large-print books at public libraries.  Four thousand laminated, self-adhesive stickers cost $640.
· Media publicity generated for Cane Safety Day flash mob, October 15, 2012
http://www.loc.gov/nls/networkdocs/alerts/2012/documents/Best_Practices_OA_12_27_12.pdf
Operations Alert 12-69

· Media publicity generated by the Atlanta Metro Library for Accessible Services (AMLAS) and the Arizona Braille and Talking Book Library
http://www.loc.gov/nls/networkdocs/alerts/2012/documents/Best_Practices_OA_9.25.12.pdf
Operations Alert 12-51

· “Sensory garden” garden planed behind the Detroit Subregional Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
Link to news story on sensory garden:

http://www.detroitnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/201206170100/OPINION03/206170313
· The June issue of the Homewatch Caregivers of Ann Arbor (Michigan) e-newsletter included information about the Washtenaw Library for the Blind and Physically Disabled.
http://www.loc.gov/nls/networkdocs/alerts/2012/documents/bestpracs201207.pdf
Operations Alert 12-49
· New PSA and tips for media outreach

           http://www.loc.gov/nls/networkdocs/alerts/2012/49.html
Operations Alert 12-37

· Money Matters for Visually Impaired People news feature

          http://www.loc.gov/nls/networkdocs/alerts/2012/37.html
Operations Alert 12-11

· Actors reenacted highlights of the congressional hearings that led to the founding of NLS during an 80th anniversary celebration at the California Braille and Talking Book Library (BTBL).
· Friends of the North Carolina Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped and the Triangle Radio Reading Service (TRRS) produced a twenty-nine-minute radio program about the library service.
· Hawaii Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped published a story about the library in Honolulu-based Generations Magazine
           http://www.loc.gov/nls/networkdocs/alerts/2012/documents/Best%20Practices.pdf
NLS Best Practices 2011 Summaries:
Operations Alert 11-89

· The New Jersey State Library Talking Book and Braille Center (TBBC) last year used the state’s open-records law to get the addresses of 92,000 residents who checked the “Blind or Disabled” box on their state tax returns.
· The Southwest Georgia Library for Accessible Services has been training county librarians to be Library for the Blind liaisons and talk about the talking-book and braille program.
Example of outreach powerpoint: http://www.swgrl.org/Presentation.pdf

http://www.loc.gov/nls/networkdocs/alerts/2011/documents/Best_Practices_12.14.11.pdf
Operations Alert 11-76

· County music legend Ronnie Milsap, who lost his eyesight as a child, recorded a sixty-second pub​lic service announcement for the Tennessee Li​brary for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (LBPH).
      You can listen to Milsap’s PSA at http://tnsos.org/Press/files/MilsapPSA.mp3
· The Illinois State Library Talking Book and Braille Service (TBBS) has produced a poster featuring Secretary of State and State Li​brarian Jesse White promoting the library’s youth services.
· The Naperville Public Library placed a story about BARD, the Braille and Audio Reading Download, in the Naperville Daily Herald
http://www.loc.gov/nls/networkdocs/alerts/2011/documents/Best_Practices_10.7.11..pdf
Operations Alert 11-63
· Idaho Talking Book Service (TBS) created its new (PSA), “Never Stop Reading,” which will air this fall on television and radio stations around the state. The PSA promotes an easy-to-remember URL, neverstopreading.org, that will link to the Idaho TBS website. 

You may view the PSA online at www.sovrncreative.com/work.php
http://www.loc.gov/nls/networkdocs/alerts/2011/63.html
Operations Alert 11-54

· Highlights the ways network libraries are celebrating the NLS 80th anniversary
http://www.loc.gov/nls/networkdocs/alerts/2011/documents/OA_80th_Anniversary_7.14.11.pdf
Operations Alert 11-51
· The Macomb Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped in Clinton Township, Michigan, has produced a television public service announcement (PSA).

You can view the PSA at www.youtube.com/watch?v=6DFVnbF9s6Q 

http://www.loc.gov/nls/networkdocs/alerts/2011/51.html

Operations Alert 11-25
· The South Carolina Talking Book Services produced a fan that can be handed out in hot weather to promote its programs.
http://www.loc.gov/nls/networkdocs/alerts/2011/25.html
Operations Alert 11-8

· Jim Buchman, associate state librarian for Library Services for the State Library of Ohio, reports that his office has released an Ohio READ poster to promote the talking-book program.

To view the poster visit: http://www.library.ohio.gov/Marketing/MediaCenter/READposter#students
http://www.loc.gov/nls/networkdocs/alerts/2011/08.html
NLS Media Blitz
On this page you will find links to print, radio, and television features produced for NLS in 2012 and 2013 by the North American Precis Syndicate (NAPS) and NewsUSA. You may use these features free of charge to promote the NLS talking-book program.

http://www.loc.gov/nls/networkdocs/mediaservices/media_blitz/index.html
Example of customized PSA: 

http://www.thevindicator.com/news/article_f8598218-c6b4-11e1-acab-0019bb2963f4.html
Sample of Advocacy on YouTube

Published on Feb 21, 2013 
A disability doesn’t have to prevent someone from getting in shape. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3T5_KtiPYGk
Published on Oct 15, 2012 
White Cane Day flash mobs:

Sacramento: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2G1JrGj5Dc
Milwaukee: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QVn1yA2Uso
Tampa: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmruqp0jPYw
Published on Mar 21, 2011 
The No-See-Ums, a New York dance ensemble, use sound, scent and touch to perform "Unseen Dances." Their audiences include both the blindfolded and the blind.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Je76o02fe7c
Published on Apr 10, 2012 
Tommy Edison provides a series of entertaining educational and instructional videos on blindness: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0nvdiRdehw
Sample of YouTube Tutorials Posted by Network Libraries
Published on Oct 6, 2010 
Georgia Libraries for Accessible Statewide Services (GLASS) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-guZjNYI8UQ
Published on June 22, 2010
DC Regional Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_nD10q4VpI
Published on Apr 2, 2012 
This is an audio-described video tutorial of a download from the Braille and Audio Reading Download (BARD) web site of the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0PBPRWpqzY
Network Library Public Service Announcements
Published on Sep 16, 2009 

Public Service Announcement for North Carolina Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zk3gMWzDN4w
Published on Apr 11, 2013
Public Service Announcement for Ohio Library for the Blind and Physically Disabled
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iX4zgRyaEgU
Published on Aug 17, 2012 
Public Service Announcement for West Virginia Special Services for the Blind and Physically Disabled

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tEi8x8Rz7E
Published on Nov 27, 2012 
Public Service Announcements for Utah State Library for the Blind & Disabled

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_ZFBwZwRm4&list=PLtIiylFTRU9aTp0nsGUwPl77-sVi31NlT
Published on Jun 2, 2011
Public Service Announcement for Macomb Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, Georgia

www.youtube.com/watch?v=6DFVnbF9s6Q 
The National Library Service YouTube Channel

Most recent post Published on Feb 11, 2013
http://www.youtube.com/user/NLSMDD?feature=watch
Public Education Advisory Group

In November 2011, NLS reactivated the Public Education Advisory Group (Network Library Manual, Section 4.4.4). Currently, membership is open only to network libraries as we consider network public education needs. As NLS and the network develop their plans, consumer groups and organizations may be invited to join. 

The committee’s purpose is to represent the public awareness concerns and goals of the NLS network of cooperating libraries. Each network regional conference chair appoints one member. The group meets once per month to discuss and develop recommendations for public education materials and projects. The group will also be asked to review and assist with some NLS public education plans and products during development. 

Attached is contact information for the members of the Public Education Advisory Group. Please feel free to contact your region’s representative on the group with any ideas you have to help us spread the word about the NLS talking-book and braille program. 
NLS Public Education Advisory Group
2012
Midlands Conference
Toni Harrell
Director
Kansas Talking Books Regional Library 
Kansas State Library
ESU Memorial Union
1200 Commercial, Box 4055
Emporia, KS 66801-5087
(620) 341-6280

Northern Conference
Keri E. Wilkins
Regional Librarian
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
Free Library of Philadelphia
PO Box 1194
Philadelphia, PA 19107-5289
(215) 683-3213
wilkinsk@freelibrary.org

Southern Conference

Susan S. Whittle
Director and Subregional Librarian for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
Southwest Georgia Regional Library System
301 South Monroe Street
Bainbridge, Georgia 39819
(229) 248-2665, ext. 119
(229) 248-2935 fax
swhittle@swgrl.org

Western Conference

Mary Jane Kayes
Librarian
Braille and Talking Book Library
California State Library
900 N Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 651-0473
mkayes@library.ca.gov
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