Modern Classics – Novels Written Since 1950
DB21524

Title: The House of the Spirits
Author: Allende, Isabel

Annotation: Symbolic family saga by the niece of Chile's assassinated President Salvador Allende. Concerns the union of gentle, clairvoyant Clara del Valle and autocratic, violent Esteban Trueba, patron of a huge hacienda whose peasants he controls with tyranny. Through three generations of vividly portrayed characters, a strong, compassionate picture of an unnamed but identifiable country emerges. Some strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex.
DB39353
Title: Bastard Out of Carolina
Author: Allison, Dorothy

Annotation: When Anney is fifteen she has a baby, nicknamed Bone, and is incensed that the birth certificate is stamped "illegitimate." Anney marries a sweet man who dies before adopting Bone. When she later falls in love with Glen, Anney is relieved that Bone and her sister will have a father. But Daddy Glen abuses Bone--a fact Anney tries to deny until she is forced to choose between them. Strong language, violence, and explicit descriptions of sex. 1992.
DB49958
Title: Speak

Author: Anderson, Laurie Halse

Annotation: Melinda starts high school ostracized after she called the police during a summer drinking party. What everyone doesn't know is that she was raped and the boy still taunts her in school. Eventually, Melinda chooses to confront the pain and tell someone. Some violence. For senior high and older readers. 1999.

DB24695
Title: The Handmaid's Tale
Author: Atwood, Margaret

Annotation: Set in the future, the United States of America is now the Republic of Gilead, a fundamentalist Christian theocracy. To reverse the declining birthrate, women are forcibly recruited into the ranks of Handmaids and are assigned to the Commanders of the Faithful, whose wives are barren. Some strong language and descriptions of sex. 1986. Bestseller.
DB34963
Title: Fahrenheit 451
Author: Bradbury, Ray

Annotation: Social satire set in the future, when owning or reading a book is a crime. Guy Montag, a fireman charged with destroying books, becomes a fugitive when he succumbs to temptation. BR 15332 includes an introduction by the author written in 2003 for the fiftieth anniversary edition. Some strong language. 1951.
DB15213
Title: A Clockwork Orange

Author: Burgess, Anthony

Annotation: A teenaged hooligan named Alex, who uses a dialect known as "nadsat," roams the streets of London randomly terrorizing people. He is arrested and subjected to corrective brainwashing at the hands of government psychologist Dr. Brodsky -- with unanticipated results. Basis for Stanley Kubrick's film. Violence and some strong language. 1962.
DB22726
Title: In Cold Blood: A True Account of a Multiple Murder and Its Consequences
Author: Capote, Truman

Annotation: The author coined the term "nonfiction novel" for this account of the murder of a Kansas family. He reconstructs the crime and the backgrounds and personalities of all the principals, drawing his information from observation, interviews, and official records. Violence and some strong language.

DB50950
Title: The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay
Author: Chabon, Michael

Annotation: 1939. An eighteen-year-old artist and magician flees Czechoslovakia for his cousin's New York home. With their love of legend and fantasy, the boys launch a superhero comic-book series. The golden age of comic art is at hand, but so are the horrors of global war. Some descriptions of sex and some strong language. Bestseller. 2000.
DB50258
Title: Girl with a Pearl Earring

Author: Chevalier, Tracy

Annotation: A fictional account of how the seventeenth-century artist Vermeer came to paint a portrait of a young woman wearing a pearl earring. When sixteen-year-old Griet, a Protestant, becomes a maid in Vermeer's Catholic household, the drudgery of her duties is offset by working in the artist's studio. Some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 1999.
DB35608
Title: The House on Mango Street

Author: Cisneros, Sandra

Annotation: A series of vignettes introduces the friends and family of the narrator, Esperanza, who lives on Mango Street in the Puerto Rican section of Chicago. In this transient neighborhood of people speaking a mixture of Spanish and English, Esperanza, whose name means "hope," learns to cope with being an out-of-step girl by telling stories. For junior and senior high school readers. First published in 1984. 1991.
DB46859
Title: The Red Tent

Author: Diamant, Anita

Annotation: Dinah, the only daughter of Leah and Jacob in Genesis, departs from the biblical saga to recount her story and that of the women around her. The red tent is where women retreat for childbirth and their monthly cycle, and young girls learn about their role in society. But no one prepared Dinah for her brothers' cruelty toward her husband and herself. Some violence. 1997.
DB50033
Title: House of Sand and Fog
Author: Dubus, Andre

Annotation: Because of a tax-office error, recovering addict Kathy Lazaro is evicted from the bungalow she inherited from her father. The house is bought by an Iranian looking for the American dream. Correcting this mistake leads to a legal tussle with dire results. Some descriptions of sex, some violence, and some strong language. Bestseller. 1999. Oprah Book Club selection.
DB54934
Title: Middlesex

Author: Eugenides, Jeffrey

Annotation: At forty-one, hermaphrodite Cal Stephanides examines the rare genetic mutation that has caused his gender to change since his birth as a girl in 1960. He describes his teenage revelations, his Greek grandparents' guilty secret, and his coming-of-age in Detroit. Explicit descriptions of sex and some strong language. Bestseller. 2002.

DB60319
Title: Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close
Author: Foer, Jonathan Safran

Annotation: Precocious nine-year-old Oskar Schell discovers a mysterious key labeled "Black" belonging to his father, who was killed in the September 11, 2001, World Trade Center attacks. Oskar roams New York City on a quest to find the matching lock. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2005.
DB44762
Title: Cold Mountain

Author: Frazier, Charles

Annotation: A wounded Confederate soldier leaves the war on an arduous trek to his mountain home and the woman he aims to marry. Meanwhile, his intended struggles to work her deceased father's hardscrabble farm. Depicts hardship, peril, and courage in the wartime South. Strong language and violence. Bestseller. 1997.

DB36694
Title: Lesson Before Dying

Author: Gaines, Ernest J

Annotation: Bayonne, Louisiana, 1948. A young, naive black man has been sentenced to death for the murder of a white man -- a murder that he did not commit. His attorney argues that he is too stupid to plan a crime. "Why, I would just as soon put a hog in the electric chair . . ." Galled by this defense, Jefferson's godmother, Miss Emma, turns to Grant, the plantation schoolteacher, to teach Jefferson to die like a man. Some strong language and some descriptions of sex. Oprah Book Club selection. 1993.
DB59490
Title: One Hundred Years of Solitude
Author: Garcia Marquez, Gabriel

Annotation: 1820s to 1920s. Latin American epic tale follows seven generations of the Buendia family through triumphs and disasters that parallel the fortunes and misfortunes of their utopian town, Macondo. Some descriptions of sex and some strong language. 1967.
DB12303
Title: I Never Promised You a Rose Garden
Author: Greenberg, Joanne

Annotation: Sixteen-year-old schizophrenic Deborah retreats into a fantasy world of her own invention. Only after her parents reluctantly commit her to a mental hospital does she begin to face reality. Some strong language. For senior high and older readers. 1964. Originally published under the pseudonym Hannah Green.
DB40688
Title: Snow Falling on Cedars

Author: Guterson, David

Annotation: Set on an island in Puget Sound shortly after World War II. Carl Heine has drowned, and Kabuo Miyomoto, a fellow fisherman, is charged with Heine's murder. Covering the trial for the local newspaper is Ishmael Chambers, who was the first love of Hatsue, the defendant's wife. As the trial gets under way, the courtroom and the entire once peaceful community are tense with suspicion and prejudice. Strong language and some descriptions of sex. 1994.
DB60217
Title: Eventide

Author: Haruf, Kent

Series: Plainsong, Book 2

Annotation: Harold and Raymond McPheron escort nineteen-year-old Victoria and her daughter to Fort Collins so Victoria can start college. In Colorado tragedy awaits the brothers returning to their cattle ranch in rural Holt. Some descriptions of sex, some violence, and some strong language. 2004. Sequel to "Plainsong."
DB48063
Title: Catch-22
Author: Heller, Joseph

Series: Catch-22, Book 1

Annotation: A grotesquely comic novel about the mad adventures of Captain Yossarian, a bombardier based in Italy during World War II, who desperately tries to avoid flying missions while his fanatical commander keeps increasing the quota needed. Satirizes military illogic and self-aggrandizement. Strong language and explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller 1961. Followed by "Closing Time."
DB57457
Title: The Kite Runner

Author: Hosseini, Khaled

Annotation: An Afghan in California recalls a fateful 1975 day in Kabul that seared his soul at age twelve -- the day he won a kite tournament and abandoned a younger companion to rape. That cowardice keeps haunting him during exile in America until the opportunity for atonement arises -- back in Taliban-controlled Afghanistan. Violence and some strong language. 2003.
DB64803
Title: A Thousand Splendid Suns

Author: Hosseini, Khaled

Annotation: Afghanistan, 1970s-2000s. At age fifteen Mariam is married off to much-older, abusive shoemaker Rasheed. Rasheed takes a second wife, Laila, a student who lost her family and true love. The women bond as violence escalates at home and in wartorn Kabul. Some violence and some strong language. Bestseller. 2007.
DB31675
Title: On the Road

Author: Kerouac, Jack

Series: Duluoz Legend, Book 1

Annotation: The adventures of free-spirited Dean Moriarty, Sal Paradise, and their eclectic friends as they traverse North America by bus, car (both stolen and borrowed), and thumb on a wild, anarchic quest for identity and purpose. Classic autobiographical portrayal of the beat generation. Descriptions of sex and some strong language. Duluoz series, 1. Followed by "Big Sur." Originally published in 1957.
DB56351
Title: One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest

Author: Kesey, Ken

Annotation: Chief Bromden, a long-term inmate of a mental institution, relates the story of a struggle for control of the ward, centering around the hateful, authoritarian Nurse Ratched and a new patient, the fiercely independent Randle Patrick McMurphy. RC 56351 if the fortieth anniversary edition with an introduction by the author. Some strong language. 1962.
DB55533
Title: The Secret Life of Bees
Author: Kidd, Sue M

Annotation: South Carolina, 1964. Fourteen-year-old Lily rescues her African American housekeeper -- and substitute mother -- Rosaleen, from the hospital. Rosaleen had been beaten for trying to register to vote. They flee to a safe place where Lily's battered late mother had also fled -- a beekeeping operation run by three black sisters. Some strong language. 2002.

DB46882
Title: The Poisonwood Bible

Author: Kingsolver, Barbara

Annotation: An American missionary family lands in the village of Kilanga in the Congo in 1959, and the cultural confrontation begins immediately. The mother and four daughters react to their new environment, the villagers' respond to their new preacher, and the family dynamics change. All of this is intensified by the Congo's own political turmoil. Bestseller. 1998. Oprah Book Club selection.
DB60713
Title: The Historian

Author: Kostova, Elizabeth

Annotation: 1972. A young American woman living with her father in Amsterdam discovers an ancient book and a cache of faded letters in his library. Pursuing family mysteries leads her to seek the truth behind the Dracula legend of Vlad the Impaler. Some violence. Bestseller. 2005.
DB36414
Title: To Kill a Mockingbird

Author: Harper, Lee

Annotation: Classic tale of injustice, friendship, and coming-of-age in 1930s Alabama. Six-year-old Scout and her friends are fascinated by the mysterious Radley place and its reclusive occupant. But their focus shifts when Scout's attorney-father is called upon to defend a black man accused of rape. For senior high and older readers. Pulitzer Prize. 1960.
DB63649
Title: The Road

Author: McCarthy, Cormac

Annotation: A father and his young son journey south after the destruction of the civilized world. Their survival kit consists of a few blankets, a pistol, a cart of scavenged food, and their love for each other. Their values are tested by occasional encounters with other desperate survivors. Bestseller. 2006. Oprah Book Club selection.
DB63028
Title: Blood Meridian, Or, the Evening Redness in the West
Author: McCarthy, Cormac

Annotation: 1850s. A teenager known only as the Kid runs away from his alcoholic father in Tennessee. The Kid journeys west to the Texas-Mexico borderlands, where he encounters a ruthless paramilitary gang sent by the government to scalp Indians. Violence and strong language. 1985. This book has been called "the most violent western."
DB34043
Title: All the Pretty Horses

Author: McCarthy, Cormac

Series: Border Trilogy, Book 1

Annotation: Texas 1949. John Grady Cole, sixteen, is on the threshold of adulthood when his world turns upside down. His grandfather has died, and his mother has no desire to keep the 18,000-acre ranch, which is the only home and way of life John knows. With a friend he sets out for Mexico and finds work on another ranch. But John falls for the owner's daughter and finds himself in jail. Strong language and violence. Bestseller. Followed by "The Crossing." Border trilogy, 1. 1992.
DB60088
Title: Memory of Running

Author: McLarty, Ron

Annotation: Overweight, forty-three-year-old toy company supervisor and army veteran Smithy Ide loses both parents and then learns his long-lost sister, Bethany, is also dead. Distraught, Smithy mounts his bicycle and journeys cross country, dredging up memories and contemplating Bethany's mental illness. Some explicit descriptions of sex and some strong language. 2004.
DB22959

Title: Lonesome Dove

Author: McMurtry, Larry

Series: Lonesome Dove, Book 1

Annotation: A three-thousand-mile cattle drive, from the banks of the Rio Grande to Montana's big sky country, is the setting for this vivid epic which describes the developing American West and the ranchers, cowboys, prostitutes, and adventurers who attempt to make a new life for themselves in its vast reaches. Strong language, violence, and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. First book in the Lonesome Dove series. Followed by "Streets of Laredo." 1985.

DB49914
Title: The Bluest Eye

Author: Morrison, Toni

Annotation: 1941. Eleven-year-old Pecola Breedlove--poor, ugly, and black--desperately wants blue eyes, which she thinks would solve all her problems. But instead she is subjected to rejection, violence, and an unwanted pregnancy. Slowly, she begins to descend into madness. Strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 1970. Oprah Book Club selection.
DB26026
Title: Beloved

Author: Morrison, Toni

Annotation: Related in kaleidoscopic fashion and set in rural Ohio during the period immediately following the Civil War, this chronicle of slavery and its aftermath traces the life of Sethe, a former slave. Sethe has a secret in her past so horrific that it has alienated the community, driven off her two sons, isolated her surviving daughter, and threatened her new, loving relationship with Paul D., also a former slave. Some descriptions of sex, some violence, and some strong language. Bestseller. Pulitzer Prize. 1987.
DB57102
Title: The Time Traveler’s Wife

Author: Niffenegger, Audrey

Annotation: Librarian Henry DeTamble first meets his future wife, Clare, when he is twenty-eight and Clare is twenty -- but Clare has actually known Henry since she was six. Henry suffers from Chrono-Impairment, a disorder that catapults him sporadically through time, complicating the couple's enduring love. Some explicit descriptions of sex and some strong language. 2003.

DB34768
Title: The Things They Carried

Author: O’Brien, Tim

Annotation: In the title story, which serves as an introduction to a series of twenty-two related stories, O'Brien uses the paraphernalia that young American soldiers in Vietnam carried as a metaphor for their inner burdens--cowardice, peer pressure, self-delusion, and fear. He continues the sequence with discussions about his own decisions not to flee to Canada, friends, fetishes, killing, love, and how to tell a true war story. Strong language and violence. 1990.
DB54324
Title: The Dive from Clausen's Pier
Author: Packer, Ann

Annotation: Carrie, raised in Wisconsin and engaged to her high school sweetheart, feels her life is all too predictable. Her fiance's dive off a pier, leaving him a quadriplegic, precipitates her move to New York City and a lot of soul searching. Some descriptions of sex and some strong language. Bestseller. 2002.
DB54190
Title: Bel Canto

Author: Patchett, Ann

Annotation: The private performance of lyric soprano Roxane Coss entices Japanese industrialist Katsumi Hosokawa to attend a party in his honor in South America. While the audience applauds, guerrillas occupy the mansion taking everyone hostage. As the outer world recedes, relationships between captors and captives come into play. Some strong language. PEN/Faulkner Award. 2001.
DB25677
Title: The Godfather

Author: Puzo, Mario

Series: Godfather, Book 1
Annotation: The world and underworld of the Mafia is revealed in this novel of paradoxical terror and benevolence. Explicit descriptions of sex. Strong language.
DB58940
Title: Shadow of the Wind

Author: Zafon, Carlos Ruiz

Series: Cemetery of Forgotten Books, Book 1

Annotation: Barcelona, 1945. Young Daniel Sempere selects Julian Carax's "The Shadow of the Wind" when his father takes him to the Cemetery of Forgotten Books. Daniel loves the novel, investigates the author's life and death, and meets a cast of characters hiding deadly secrets. Some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2001. Followed by "Angel's Game."
DB47480
Title: Catcher in the Rye

Author: Salinger, J.D.

Annotation: As Christmas vacation begins, Holden Caulfield recounts his feelings and reactions to flunking out of Pencey, his third prep school. Instead of heading straight home, he wanders around New York City. This account of his adventures conveys his dismay at the adult world. Strong language. For senior high and older readers. 1951.

DB60163
Title: Shane

Author: Schaefer, Jack

Annotation: Wyoming territory, 1889. A mysterious stranger named Shane rides into the Starretts' ranch and learns of trouble between cattle baron Fletcher and the homesteaders. Shane decides to stay and help the family keep their stake. Some violence. For senior high and older readers. 1949.
DB54698
Title: The Lovely Bones

Author: Sebold, Alice

Annotation: Susie Salmon, a fourteen-year-old girl murdered by a neighbor, watches over her family and friends from heaven. While adjusting to a new habitat, she reaches out to them as she observes their struggle to survive their grief. Some descriptions of sex, some violence, and some strong language. Bestseller. 2002.
DB43292
Title: The Killer Angels, Or, Gettysburg
Author: Shaara, Michael

Series: Civil War, Book 1

Annotation: This fictionalized version of the battle of Gettysburg portrays many actual participants such as generals Lee, Longstreet, and Meade, as well as fictionalized characters such as Colonel Joshua Chamberlain, a young professor from Maine, who inspires his men with his rhetoric. Basis for the movie "Gettysburg." Followed by "The Last Full Measure" by Jeff Shaara.

DB61204
Title: On Beauty

Author: Smith, Zadie

Annotation: Philandering liberal Englishman Howard Belsey teaches art at a New England college. When Howard's biracial son Jerome falls in love with the daughter of the conservative Trinidadian Monty Kipps, Howard is dismayed. But Howard's and Monty's wives become friends. Strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2005.
DB49441
Title: Crossing to Safety

Author: Stegner, Wallace

Annotation: Story of acceptance and affirmation of two couples who meet in 1937 when they are young and whose friendship lasts a lifetime. Sid and Charity Lang and Larry and Sally Morgan, from different backgrounds, the East and West, rich and poor, befriend each other when the men are professors in Madison, Wisconsin.
DB29021
Title: The Joy Luck Club

Author: Tan, Amy

Annotation: In 1949 four Chinese women living in San Francisco founded the Joy Luck Club where they met to play mah jong, tell stories, and "feast" on scraps. Forty years later one of the women dies, her daughter takes her place at the club, and a secret is revealed that unleashes in each person the need to reach back and remember. Bestseller. 1989.
DB58805
Title: Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant
Author: Tyler, Anne

Annotation: When her flamboyant husband deserted their Baltimore family in 1944, Pearl Tull was forced to raise young Cody, Ezra, and Jenny on her own. Now, even after her death at age eighty-five, Pearl continues to influence the disjointed lives of her middle-aged children. Some strong language. 1982.
DB63882
Title: Rabbit Angstrom: A Tetralogy; Rabbit Run, Rabbit Redux, Rabbit Is Rich, Rabbit at Rest
Author: Updike, John

Annotation: Four novels published between 1960 and 1990, two of which won the Pulitzer Prize. Stories chronicle the midlife misadventures of Harry "Rabbit" Angstrom as he faces family strife and unsolved issues of sex and death. Includes 1995 introduction by the author. Strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. 1995.
DB64540
Title: Slaughterhouse-Five, Or, the Children's Crusade: A Duty-Dance with Death
Author: Vonnegut, Kurt

Annotation: Billy Pilgrim, adrift in time, randomly revisits past and present manifestations: senile widower stalked by an assassin, hopeful young newlywed, giraffe on the planet Tralfamadore -- where time is an illusion -- and, most crucially, American POW during the firebombing of Dresden in World War II. Strong language and violence. 1968.
DB58842
Title: The Color Purple

Author: Walker, Alice

Annotation: Follows two black sisters -- Nettie, a missionary, and Celie, raped by her father and married to a cruel man. Nettie's letters do not reach Celie, and Celie's shame is so great that she writes only to God. RC58842 is the anniversary edition which includes Walker's 1992 preface. Strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. Pulitzer Prize. 1982.
DB54950
Title: Life of Pi

Author: Yann, Martel

Annotation: Pi Patel, the sole human survivor of a shipwreck, is in a lifeboat with an injured zebra, a hyena, an orangutan, and an adult Bengal tiger. Strangely, after 227 days in the Pacific, the boy and the tiger make landfall. Some violence. 2001.
DB62431
Title: The Book Thief

Author: Zusak, Markus

Annotation: Death narrates the tale of nine-year-old Liesel from 1939 to 1943 in Nazi Germany. Liesel copes with a foster family, air raids, her friend Rudy, and a hidden Jew, sustained by the books she steals. Some strong language. For senior high and older readers. Printz Honor book. 2006.
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