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Fiction
BR6917, DB/RC56946
Title: The Count of Monte Cristo
Author: Alexandre Dumas
Annotation: Young sailor Edmond Dantes, unjustly accused of helping the exiled Napoleon in 1815, escapes from jail after fourteen years to take revenge on the four men who caused his imprisonment. Now wealthy after recovering a buried treasure, Dantes assumes a new identity and plots the ruin of his accusers. 1845.
BRD7712, DB16549
Title: Childhood's End
Author: Arthur C. Clarke
Annotation: Gigantic spaceships from the stars appear in the skies over earth, and mysterious, unseen aliens put an end to the squabbling between the nations of earth and set the human race on a course toward its ultimate evolutionary destiny. 1971. Braille copies can be made from RA7712.
BR10635, DB/RC63028
Title: Blood Meridian, Or, the Evening Redness in the West
Author: Cormac McCarthy
Annotation: 1850s. A teenager known only as the Kid runs away from his alcoholic father in Tennessee. The Kid journeys west to the Texas-Mexico borderlands, where he encounters a ruthless paramilitary gang sent by the government to scalp Indians. RC63028 includes a 2005 introduction by Harold Bloom. Violence and strong language. 1985. This book has been called "the most violent western."
LPV199, BR15448, DB/RC58188
Title: Johnny Got His Gun
Author: Dalton Trumbo
Annotation: Classic antiwar novel presents the internal monologue of a young soldier maimed during World War I. Hospitalized Joe Bonham, drifting in and out of consciousness, is beset by past memories and present horrors. BR 15448 includes a 1990 introduction by Vietnam veteran/author Ron Kovic. LPV 199 includes two introductions by Dalton Trumbo, one written in 1959 and one written in 1970. Violence, some descriptions of sex, and some strong language. 1939.
LT4965, BR16853, DB34114
Title: The Sun Also Rises
Author: Ernest Hemingway
Annotation: A group of wealthy English and American expatriates in post-World War I Europe travel from the cafes of Paris to the bullfights of Spain -- eating and drinking, aimlessly socializing, and quarreling among themselves. The disillusioned characters reflect the war-weary lost generation of the 1920s. Some strong language. 1926.
BRN9442, DB44126
Title: Dune
Author: Frank Herbert
Series: Dune, Book 1
Annotation: An exile with psychic powers becomes the prophet of the savage people on the planet Dune. Followed by "Dune Messiah." 1984.
BR6803, DB50370
Title: The Brothers Karamazov
Author: Fyodor Dostoyevsky
Annotation: The melodramatic tale of Fyodor Karamazov and his sons: Alyosha, Dmitri, Ivan, and the illegitimate Smerdyakov. The death of the father and conflicts of faith are key themes in this panorama of nineteenth-century Russia. DB 50370 is the acclaimed 1990 translation by Richard Pevear and Larissa Volokhonsky of the 1879-1880 original Russian publication. 1992.
DB36154
Title: The Quiet American
Author: Graham Greene
Annotation: Set in Saigon during the French occupation of Vietnam, this English adventure story centers on the clash of conflicting cultures. The story revolves around Fowler, a skeptical British journalist; Phuong, his Vietnamese mistress; and Pyle, an enthusiastic American sent out by Washington on a secret mission. Add Communist guerrillas to the French presence, and the situation for this trio escalates from a moral dilemma to an international struggle. 1955.
LT1035, BR12582, DB49486
Title: The Call of the Wild
Author: Jack London
Annotation: Buck, a St. Bernard, is stolen and trained to be a sled dog in the Alaska gold fields. Abused by both men and dogs, Buck learns to fight ruthlessly until he finds in John Thornton a master he loves and respects. First published in 1903. For junior and senior high readers. LPV 740 includes an introduction by Robert A.W. Lowndes.
DB70845
Title: Matterhorn: A Novel Of The Vietnam War
Author: Karl Marlantes
Annotation: Vietnam, 1969. Reserve second lieutenant Waino Mellas is airlifted into the jungle to command a squad of marines at a base near Laos called the Matterhorn. Mellas has to fight not only the enemy but racial tensions, bad weather, illness, and senseless orders. Violence and strong language. Bestseller. 2010.
DB/RC61893
Title: Acts of Faith
Author: Philip Caputo
Annotation: American Douglas Braithwaite, a former mercenary, starts a charter airline in Africa with partner Wesley Dare. Braithwaite and his multiracial operations manager, Fitzhugh Martin, become involved in gunrunning during the civil war in Sudan. Meanwhile, missionary Quinette Hardin marries a rebel commander. Violence and strong language. 2005.
LT696, BRN9142, DB/RC65927
Title: Moonraker
Author: Ian Fleming
Series: James Bond, Book 3
Annotation: Secret agent James Bond investigates the activities of Sir Hugo Drax -- card player, notorious cheat, and head of England's new missile defense system, Moonraker. Aided by Gala, a beautiful fellow agent disguised as Drax's private secretary, Bond uncovers trouble just before the project's scheduled test launch. 1955. Sequel to "Live and Let Die." Third James Bond spy novel.
LT2761, BR10687, DB/RC57349
Title: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Author: Mark Twain
Annotation: Twain's 1885 tale about a boy who runs away from home and floats down the Mississippi on a raft with a runaway slave. Strong language. Companion to "The Adventures of Tom Sawyer." For grades 6-9. BR 10687 and DB/RC 43591 contain episodes originally deleted from the first edition, an introduction by Twain biographer Justin Kaplan, and an addendum of explanatory and interpretive notes. LPV 471 includes an afterword by Alfred Kazin.
LT3689, BR13693, DB52679
Title: The Return of the Native
Author: Thomas Hardy
Annotation: Clym Yeobright returns to barren Egdon Heath and, against his mother's advice, marries the willful Eustacia Vye. Later, disenchanted, Eustacia begins seeing Damon Wildeve, her former lover, who is married to Clym's cousin. RC 52679 and BR13693 include a glossary of unfamiliar regional terms as well as the author's later prefaces and postscripts. 1878.
BR7205, DB21513
Title: The Hunt for Red October
Author: Tom Clancy
Series: Jack Ryan, Book 1
Annotation: The entire crew of "Red October," a new Soviet missile submarine under the command of Marko Ramius, is defecting to the United States. Most of the Russian navy is sent to the U.S. Atlantic coast to find and destroy the sub. Jack Ryan, a CIA data analyst, gets the job of making contact with Ramius, and the United States mobilizes all its resources to protect our shores and the sub. Some strong language. Bestseller 1984. First Jack Ryan adventure. Followed by "Patriot Games."
LT2216, BRN8074, DB10365
Title: Foundation
Author: Isaac Asimov
Series: Foundation, Complete Series
Annotation: The old Galactic Empire dies, and Hari Seldon and his band of psychologists create a new world dedicated to art, science, and technology. First book in the Foundation Trilogy or in the complete series. Followed by "Foundation and Empire." 1951.
BR11900, DB9516
Title: Franny and Zooey
Author: J. D. Salinger
Annotation: Two stories about the Glass family of New York City. In the first story, college student Franny spoils an evening with her date because of a religious conversion; in the second, Franny's brother Zooey encourages her to become an actress. Some strong language.
LT6891, BR9745, DB47486
Title: The Fellowship of the Ring
Author: J. R. R. Tolkien
Series: Lord of the Rings, Book 1
Annotation: In the first volume of the Ring Cycle, Frodo, a home-loving hobbit, inherits the magic ring which his Uncle Bilbo brought back from his adventures in "The Hobbit." To protect the ring from the powers of darkness, Frodo must make a long, dangerous journey. Lord of the Rings, 1. Followed by "The Two Towers." For senior high and adult readers. Originally published in 1954.
DB/RC57673
Title: Snow Crash
Author: Neil Stephenson
Annotation: Hiro Protagonist, swordsman and freelance hacker, delivers pizzas for a Mafia-owned distributor until he loses his job. Broke and unemployed, Hiro visits the virtual-reality realm known as the Metaverse. There he encounters "snow crash," a computer virus and designer drug capable of destroying systems and users. Strong language. 1992.
DB22934
Title: Ender’s Game
Author: Orson Scott Card
Series: Ender’s Saga, Book 1
Annotation: In a future Earth engaged in an interstellar war against insectoid aliens, Ender Wiggins is chosen at the age of six to be trained as the military genius who will carry his people to victory. Along with his brother Peter and his sister Valentine, he not only brings the conflict to an end, but also affects the evolution of human society. Strong language. First book in the Ender Wiggins series. Followed by "Speaker for the Dead."
DB/RC63195
Title: The Once and Future King
Author: T. H. White
Annotation: Four novels retelling the Arthurian legend from Arthur's birth through the end of his reign: The Sword in the Stone, The Queen of Air and Darkness, The Ill-Made Knight, and The Candle in the Wind. 1958. The titles are also available individually.
BR13688
Title: The Bonfire of the Vanities
Author: Tom Wolfe
Annotation: The arbiter of radical chic and macho flyboys attempts to satirize the grab-it-now yuppie generation. The plot centers on the efforts of a socialite bond broker to escape responsibility for a freak accident that brings him into contact with unsavory elements of New York life: the justice system, the political hacks, the church, and the poor. Strong language and descriptions of sex. Bestseller 1987.
LT3709, BR10599, DB/RC53792
Title: The Old Man and the Sea
Author: Ernest Hemingway
Annotation: Classic tale of the old Cuban fisherman Santiago and his days-long struggle with a magnificent marlin on open water in a frail skiff. For senior high and adult readers. Pulitzer Prize 1953. DB72116 is a digital restroation of Alexander Scourby's analog recording for the American Foundation for the Blind.
LT4162, BR9876, DB35891
Title: A Time to Kill
Author: John Grisham
Annotation: In Clanton, Mississippi, black, ten-year-old Tonya Hailey is raped, tortured, and left for dead by two white men. She survives and identifies her abductors, who are quickly arrested. Tonya's father, Carl Lee Hailey, takes matters into his own hands, shooting and killing the two prisoners. As his attorney prepares Carl Lee's case, the town is overrun with reporters and avenging Klansmen. Violence, some strong language, and some descriptions of sex. 1989.
LT1120, BR17404, DB/RC65257
Title: The Great Train Robbery
Author: Michael Crichton
Annotation: Fictionalized account of the 1855 theft of a fortune in gold bullion destined for English troops in Crimea. London mobster Edward Pierce assembles a host of professional criminals to execute the heist, including snakesman "Clean Willy" Williams, safecracker Robert Agar, and con artist Miss Miriam. Some violence. 1975.
LPV2, BR10851, DB35730
Title: Watership Down
Author: Richard Adams
Annotation: A fable about a band of rabbits who set out bravely for a new home in the English countryside. They encounter many dangers and adventures along the way, and finally make it to safety after rescuing some does who become their mates. For senior high and older readers. 1972.
BR8536, DB33248
Title: A Soldier of the Great War
Author: Mark Helprin
Annotation: On a hot Sunday afternoon in 1964, seventy-four-year-old Alessandro Giuliani is in a hurry to catch the train to Monte Prato. But unusual circumstances result in his walking the seventy kilometers, accompanied by a young illiterate factory worker. As they walk along, Giulliani tells the story of his life -- of a young man from a privileged Roman family whose life was changed forever by World War I. Some strong language. Bestseller. 1991.
BR18617
Title: The Sheltering Sky
Author: Paul Bowles
Annotation: Three American travelers, Tunner and young couple Kit and Port, are adrift in the deserts and cities of North Africa after World War II. The trio's inability to comprehend the foreign culture mirrors their personal psychological frailty -- and ultimately leads to their downfall. Includes 1998 preface by the author. Some violence and some strong language. Originally published in 1949. Made into a movie.
DB42698
Title: U.S.A.
Author: John Dos Passos
Annotation: Three novels first published as a trilogy in 1938: The 42nd Parallel (1930), 1919 (1932), and The Big Money (1936). Dos Passos satirizes life in America from 1900 until the 1930s, using period "newsreels," autobiographical "camera eye" pieces, and biographical sketches. Contains chronologies of Dos Passos's life and historical events cited. Some strong language. 1996.
BR8653, DB32657
Title: The Big Sleep
Author: Raymond Chandler
Series: Philip Marlowe, Book 1
Annotation: A nightmare story of degeneracy in southern California, in which two Hollywood heiresses become mixed up in blackmail and murder. Strong language. 1939. First Philip Marlowe mystery. Followed by "Farewell, My Lovely."
DB43036
Title: The Dharma Bums
Author: Jack Kerouac
Annotation: In 1955 two young men search for Truth the Zen way in their dissolute wanderings on America's West Coast. A story that celebrates the freedom of those who have opted out of conventional society. 1971.
BR19141, DB17817
Title: The Postman Always Rings Twice
Author: James Caan
Annotation: A novel of clandestine love, murder, and accidental death. Vagabond Frank Chambers stops at a California roadside sandwich stand run by a Greek man and his American wife. Captivated by her, Frank hires on and they begin a mutually destructive affair. Some violence and some descriptions of sex. 1934.
BR18298, DB25291
Title: Deliverance
Author: James Dickey
Annotation: Four men accustomed to city life take a canoe trip down a remote north Georgia river. They run afoul of sinister locals and, after a violent, nightmarish confrontation, find themselves in a fight for survival that changes their lives forever. Violence, strong language, and some explicit descriptions of sex. 1970.
LPV206, BR17373, DB/RC64540
Title: Slaughterhouse-Five, Or, the Children's Crusade: A Duty-Dance with Death
Author: Kurt Vonnegut
Annotation: Billy Pilgrim, adrift in time, randomly revisits past and present manifestations: senile widower stalked by an assassin, hopeful young newlywed, giraffe on the planet Tralfamadore -- where time is an illusion -- and, most crucially, American POW during the firebombing of Dresden in World War II. Strong language and violence. 1968.
BR18541, DB/RC53839
Title: The Naked and the Dead
Author: Norman Mailer
Annotation: Classic novel of World War II in which an American infantry platoon invades the Japanese-held island of Anopopei. Mailer explores the soldiers' behavior and emotions under the extreme stress of jungle warfare. Includes 1998 introduction by the author. Strong language and some violence. 1948.
BR14988, DB/RC56346
Title: The Invisible Man
Author: Ralph Ellison
Annotation: Classic novel of a young black man's search for identity. Follows the unnamed protagonist from his youth in a Southern town through the depression years in Harlem, where he examines and rejects the values thrust on him by both whites and blacks. Some strong language. National Book Award 1953. 1947.
BR13840, DB/RC53553
Title: All the King’s Men
Author: Robert Penn Warren
Annotation: Recreates the world of a corrupt southern politician of the 1920s and 1930s. Country boy Willie (Stark) Talos rises to become governor of his state only to be brought down by his personal failings. BR13840, DB53553 and RC53553 are the restored edition, reconstructed from the author's original typescript, with an editorial afterword by Noel Polk. Strong language. Pulitzer Prize, 1946.
LT8249, BRD22253, DB45457
Title: The Killer Angels
Author: Michael Shaara
Series: Civil War, Book 1
Annotation: This fictionalized version of the battle of Gettysburg portrays many actual participants such as generals Lee, Longstreet, and Meade, as well as fictionalized characters such as Colonel Joshua Chamberlain, a young professor from Maine, who inspires his men with his rhetoric. Basis for the movie "Gettysburg." Followed by "The Last Full Measure" by Jeff Shaara. Braille copies can be made from RA22253.
BR13157, DB/RC67388
Title: Lolita
Author: Vladimir Nabokov
Annotation: Incarcerated and awaiting trial, widowed middle-aged professor Humbert Humbert tells of his erotic obsession with preadolescent girls -- particularly twelve-year-old Dolly Haze, whom he calls Lolita. Humbert details his fascination with Lolita and describes their bizarre road trip. Includes 1992 introduction by Martin Amis. Some descriptions of sex and some violence. 1955.
Nonfiction
BRD18117, DB53469
Title: How to Win Friends and Influence People (1998)
Author: Dale Carnegie
Annotation: Originally published in 1937, this guide provides fundamental techniques in handling people. Includes how to make people like you, how to win them to your way of thinking, and how to be a leader without offending or arousing resentment. RC53469 was revised in 1981 to "clarify and strengthen the book for a modern reader." Braille copies can be made from RA18117.
LT9993, DB72129
Title: Unbroken: a World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption
Author: Laura Hillenbrand
Annotation: Details the life of Louis Zamperini (b. 1917), an Olympic runner and World War II bombardier, who survived a plane crash and forty-seven days adrift at sea only to become a POW in Japan. Relates Louis's later religious awakening under Billy Graham's ministry. Violence. Bestseller. 2010.
BR16193, DB/RC61233
Title: What Color Is Your Parachute? 2005: A Practical Manual for Job-Hunters and Career-Changers
Author: Richard N. Bolles
Annotation: Revised and updated edition of the popular guide for determining job objectives and career goals. This 2005 version assesses the impact of global outsourcing on job growth as compared to actual job vacancies, which are the product of constant employment turnover. Offers advice for finding a niche. Includes resources. 2005.
LT2347, DB26996
Title: A Brief History of Time
Author: Stephen Hawking
Annotation: The famous theoretical physicist, affected by Lou Gehrig's disease since graduate school, is best known for his inquiries into the nature of black holes. This work recaps modern physicists' attempts to understand how and why the universe exists. Hawking claims that these attempts reach ever closer to a single theory that, if complete and convincing, would enable us "to know the mind of God." Bestseller 1988.
LT6183, DB40283
Title: Band of Brothers: E Company, 506th Regiment, 101st Airborne from Normandy to Hitler's Eagle's Nest
Author: Stephen Ambrose
Annotation: Drawing on journals, letters, and interviews with veterans of Easy Company, the author tells the story of the combat rifle unit that parachuted into France early on D-Day. And, despite hardships and casualties, E Company was responsible for the capture of Hitler's Bavarian retreat at war's end. Some strong language. 1992.
DB71407
Title: War
Author: Sebastian Junger
Annotation: Author recalls the time he spent embedded with U.S. Army combat infantry in the Korengal Valley of eastern Afghanistan between 2007-2008. Describes his experiences amid firefights, ambushes, bombs, and death. Basis for 2010 documentary Restrepo. Violence and strong language. Bestseller. 2010.
DB47531
Title: The Endurance: Shackleton's Legendary Antarctic Expedition
Author: Caroline Alexander
Annotation: Chronicles the survival of Ernest Shackleton and his crew of twenty-seven men marooned on ice floes off the coast of Antarctica in 1915. Recounts the entrapment and later destruction of their ship, the Endurance, by pack ice and the hardships the men suffered before their rescue in 1916. Bestseller. 1998.
DB41823
Title: Into the Wild
Author: Jon Krakauer
Annotation: This book, which grew from an article the author wrote for "Outside" magazine, discusses a fatal trek by a young man named Chris McCandless. After graduating from college in 1990, McCandless abandoned his car, gave away his money, and cut off contact with his family. Exactly 112 days after he wandered into the Alaskan wild, McCandless was found dead of starvation. The author looks to himself and other adventurers for an explanation. Bestseller. 1996.
DB14615
Title: The Snow Leopard
Author: Peter Matthiessen
Annotation: Account of a journey that began in September, 1973, when the novelist-explorer set out with field biologist George Schaller to the Crystal Mountain across the Himalayas on the Tibetan plateau. Schaller wished to observe the rutting of the blue sheep, and Matthiessen, a student of Zen Buddhism, hoped to find the Lama of Shey.
DB/RC58650
Title: Shadow Divers: The True Adventure of Two Americans Who Risked Everything to Solve One of the Last Mysteries of World War II
Author: Robert Kurson
Annotation: Journalist chronicles scuba divers John Chatterton's and Richie Kohler's 1991 discovery of a sunken World War II German U-boat off the New Jersey coast. Describes their perilous six-year search in the 230-foot-deep sunken wreck for clues to identify the submarine and its crew. Strong language. Bestseller. 2004.
DB44751
Title: The Perfect Storm: A True Story of Men Against the Sea
Author: Sebastian Junger
Annotation: Recounts the 1991 loss at sea of the New England fishing boat "Andrea Gail" in the "perfect storm" that resulted from the explosive convergence of several high-energy weather fronts. Depicts a fisherman's harsh life and gives a likely account of the vessel's final hour before sinking. Vividly portrays failed rescue efforts and people drowning. Bestseller. 1997.
BRN4438, DB22293
Title: The Education of Henry Adams: An Autobiography
Author: Henry Adams
Annotation: The American historian of the 19th century wrote this partial autobiography in the third person. He felt that his "18th-century" education was inadequate preparation for the multiplicity of modern life. 1918.
DB46548
Title: Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies
Author: Jared Diamond
Annotation: Examines the disparate formation of human societies around the world in terms of wealth and power. Argues that accidents of geography and environment, rather than racial differences, favored some civilizations over others for developing agriculture, social institutions, and technologies. Pulitzer Prize. Originally published in 1997.
DB16178
Title: The General Theory of Employment: Interest and Money
Author: John Maynard Keynes
Annotation: Outlines and explains the author's theory of economics, which has been of tremendous significance in the world economic situation.
DB23699
Title: The Gathering Storm
Author: Winston Churchill
Series: History of the Second World War, Book 1
Annotation: Volume I of "The Second World War" series covers the period from 1919 to 1939 and includes chapters on the mistakes of the Allies after World War I, the rise and rearmament of European dictatorships, and the failure to preserve Austria and uphold Czechoslovakia. Followed by "Their Finest Hour."
Biography
BR12420, DB25439
Title: Going Solo
Author: Roald Dahl
Annotation: Autobiographical account of British writer's experiences as a young man working in East Africa and his adventures as a fighter pilot for the Royal Air Force in World War II. Sequel to "Boy: Tales of Childhood." For junior and senior high readers.
DB/RC57555
Title: Touching the Void
Author: Joe Simpson
Annotation: Mountain climber recounts his harrowing 1985 survival story of plunging off an Andean ice ledge, forcing his partner, Simon Yates, to cut the rope binding them. Describes Simpson's grueling descent with a broken leg and Yates's emotional turmoil believing his friend dead. Some strong language. Bestseller. 1988.
DB44525
Title: Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mount Everest Disaster
Author: Jon Krakauer
Annotation: A journalist's first-hand report on the ill-fated Mt. Everest expedition of May 1996 in which a freak storm claimed the lives of nine adventurers. Describes the grueling ascent of the climbers, their sense of elation at reaching the peak, and the tragic events that followed. Strong language. Bestseller. 1997.
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