Volunteer Narrator/Monitor Check List
Do I Have the Time?

A two to three hour commitment once every week throughout the year, barring vacation or illness, is required. 

Where and How are recordings done?

All recording is done in the Clive W. Lacy Recording Studio on the campus of The Perkins School for the Blind, near Watertown Square.

Volunteers work in teams of two; each person has two jobs: narrating and monitoring. One person reads from his/her own book, while the other monitors (reads along in the text, while running the software Sound Forge). Then they switch places.
What Will I Read?

Fiction, nonfiction, poetry, some children’s books, some journals.

Do I Have the Ability?

You will need to be able to read aloud with a high degree of accuracy and clarity. The studio administers an oral reading audition to determine whether you have the necessary reading characteristics. Readers are evaluated based on the following criteria:

· You should have no Foreign accent. Slight regional accents are acceptable.

· Your diction must be clear, distinct, and readily understandable. 

· Your reading should be free of disturbances such as lip smacking and frequent hesitations.

· Your reading should communicate accurately the thoughts and ideas set forth in the printed matter.
· Your reading should demonstrate a command of fluency and ease with the spoken language.

· Your reading should bring the material to life. It should make the listener want to hear more. 
· You should have a sense of timing and an ability to express shades of emphasis.

· Your reading should contain a pace which is appropriate to the material being read.

· Your reading should avoid being patterned or monotonous.
· You should be able to pronounce words such as these:




Exigency

Gubernatorial


Nuclear


Profligate

Gouge



Obsequious

Hallucinatory

Detonate


Shibboleth


Assignation

Realtor



Bacchanalian

Proletariat

Societal panacea

Choreography


Quiescence

Ecumenicity


Vicissitudes
