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(This list is meant for adult readers, and we own these books)

BRN5032, RC24820, LT5032

Author:  Aldrich, Bess Streeter

Title:  A Lantern In Her Hand
Annotation:  The story of a pioneer woman who, as a bride, accompanied her husband to Nebraska by covered wagon and lived there for the rest of her 80 years. It tells of her courage and devotion to her large family through poverty and hardship. 1955. Followed by "A White Bird Flying."

BR11320, RC13491, LT1732

Author:  Cather, Willa

Title:  My Antonia

Annotation:  A lawyer recalls his Nebraska boyhood and the girl who was a strong influence on his life in this novel about pioneering conditions and the assimilation of immigrants. BR 11320 contains a historical essay by James Woodress that describes the origin, writing, and reception of the book. Originally published in 1918.

RC45356, LT6411

Author:  Dallas, Sandra

Title:  The Diary of Mattie Spenser

Annotation:  A woman finds the diary of her grandmother, Mattie Spenser, an American pioneer. In 1865 Mattie marries in Iowa and heads off to the Colorado prairie. She grows from a simple farm girl into a woman complicated by the harsh life in a sod house, the birth and death of children, and the faithlessness of her beloved husband. 1997.

RC47022, LT5511

Author:  Garlock, Dorothy

Title:  Sweetwater

Annotation:  When Jenny Gray realizes her younger sisters are being abused by their brother-in-law, she flees with them from Baltimore to Sweetwater, Wyoming, in 1884. She will be teaching the Shoshoni Indians, and if she can stay for five years, Jenny will own the property on which she has lived. But the local Indian agent is determined to chase her away. Some strong language. 6th in the Wyoming Frontier series. Sequel to "Larkspur." 1998.
RCO15085
Author:  Lee, Wendi

Title:  The Overland Trail

Annotation:  Left pregnant, widowed, and destitute on her 1846 journey westward, America Hollis is abandoned and her newborn daughter is stolen, but with the help of a young Paiute woman and her half-brother, America recovers and sets out to find her missing child. Some violence and strong language.  Second book in the Women of the West series. Sequel to "Thin Moon and Cold Mist" by Kathleen O'Neal Gear. 1996.

RC43653

Author:  Miller, Dawn

Title:  The Journal of Callie Wade

Annotation:  The fictional diary of an eighteen-year-old Missouri farm girl, describing her family's trek to California by wagon train in 1859. Her journal conveys the sorrow of leaving home and childhood friends, the perils and privations of the trail, and the hope and courage that sustained the pioneers. For senior high and older readers. 1996.

BRD17762, RC33460, LT4515

Author:  Oke, Jeanette

Title:  Roses for Mama

Annotation:  Angela Peterson and her family move west because of their mother's declining health. At first it seems that her mother is getting better, but when a winter cold develops, Angela's mother knows she does not have long to live. She tries to teach Angela all she will need to know to care for her father, older brother, and three younger siblings. But no one plans on their father dying before their mother. Is Angela prepared for the challenge? 1991. Braille copies can be made from RA17762.

LT6440

Author:  Palmer, Catherine

Title:  Prairie Rose

Annotation:  Rosie Mills has always dreamed of a home of her own. Impulsively, she heads to the Kansas prairie to care for a widower's young son. Rosie soon discovers, however, that what she longs for even more than a home is someone to love her. A Town Called Hope, 1. Followed by "Prairie Fire."

LT6409

Author:  Peart, Jane

Title:  A Distant Dawn

Annotation:  Following the death of their parents, Sunniva Lyndall and her brother, Tracy, leave their Ohio Valley home. They head for Missouri and a wagon train to take them west. Then Sunny and her brother are swindled out of their money. Being stuck in Missouri is not what Sunny had planned for their future. Employment with the Pony Express seems to be the only option. With Tracy as express rider and Sunny as station manager, it looks like they will soon earn enough to resume their journey. Will Sunny's strength of spirit sustain her dream? Westward Dreams series, book 4.

LT7648

Author:  Peterson, Tracie

Title:  Land of My Heart
Annotation:  When Dianne Chadwick urges her family to move west to her uncle's ranch in Montana Territory, she imagines an idyllic adventure. Inexperienced but determined, Dianne must face the reality of an arduous wagon journey and an unforgiving land. But when tragedy rends the very fabric of her family, she fears for her future in the wild country where love and loss seem to walk the mountain paths hand in hand. First book in the Heirs of Montana series. Followed by "The Coming Storm."
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