Studio Narrator

Record print materials to make Digital Talking Books.

Work in our recording studio:

· 2-hour sessions, once or twice a week

· Flexible scheduling

· Open 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., M-F

· Recording engineer monitors equipment while you narrate from voice-over booth

· Average adult novel may take 10-15 sessions to complete

Audition Required:

· Audition materials will be provided

· Audition in our studio takes about 45 minutes

· Evaluation based on voice quality, speech habits, accuracy, interpretation, and ability to follow formatting instructions and recognize reading errors

You must:

· Be 18 or older

· Possess a good vocabulary

·  Be prepared to meet deadlines

· Accept varied assignments and constructive advice

· Commit to completing at least one assignment

· Enjoy working with a recording team

· Be attentive to detail

· Be responsible and dependable

We Provide:

· Training and technical support

· Narration assignments with detailed instructions
· Annual workshop/training event and recognition luncheon
· Opportunity to expand your own reading interests
Provide job and educational materials to fill critical needs!

Gain satisfaction knowing your narrative skills bring joy and information to those who cannot read print!

Audio Processor

Responsible for technical aspects of digital processing of audio books.  Operates computer editing equipment to process recorded audio files in preparation for duplication and distribution.  Tasks include using equalization (EQ), compression and other audio editing tools, adding markup coding for navigation within the audio book, digital format conversion and distribution.   Assists with quality control of narration and recording technique.

Required Skills:

· Excellent verbal communication and vocabulary skills

· Good listening skills, good hearing

· Patience, understanding, and flexibility

· Team player

· Extreme attention to detail

· Good manual dexterity

· Aptitude for working with computers

· Aptitude for electrical, electronic, and mechanical systems and equipment, especially audio-related

Beneficial Background or Related Experience:
· Computer and Audio/Electronic Experience

· Work that required extreme patience and interpersonal diplomacy

· Work that required constant close attention to detail

Processing is very demanding and can be tedious and repetitive. You will need to:

· Recognize and fix narration or formatting errors 

· Coax the best possible results from the existing recording

· Have an attentive mind and ear, even if the material being read is boring!

· Have an open mind regarding the variety of books selected for recording; at times subject matter may be offensive to personal tastes and beliefs.

Extensive training may be required for this unusual position.


Note: If a person has a technical aptitude, but does not have audio-related experience, the technical responsibilities can be taught. The other listed skills are sometimes hard to find in a person who is gifted with technical abilities.
Studio Monitor

Responsible for technical aspects of recording audio books. Operates audio equipment to record and edit narration; involved with set-up and adjustment of microphones, electronic components such as preamps, mixing board, and compressors, and digital recording software. Coaches narrator and monitors vocal techniques. 

Required Skills:

· Excellent verbal communications and social skills

· Outgoing personality

· Good listening skills, good hearing

· Patience, understanding, and flexibility

· Good coaching skills

· Team player

· Extreme attention to detail

· Good manual dexterity

· Aptitude for working with computers

· Aptitude for electrical, electronic, and mechanical systems and equipment, especially audio-related

Beneficial Background or Related Experience:
· Computer and Audio/Electronic Experience

· Work that required extreme patience and interpersonal diplomacy

· Work that required constant close attention to detail

Monitoring is very demanding and can be tedious and repetitive. You will need to:

· Fix narration mistakes,  as many as several hundred in a single recording session

· Coax the best out of the narrator, monitoring techniques such as rhythm, tone, volume, breathing, voice character, mic usage, reduction of mouth noises, etc.

· Have an attentive mind and ear, even if the material being read is boring!

· Have an open mind regarding the variety of books selected for recording; at times subject matter may be offensive to personal tastes and beliefs.

Extensive training may be required for this unusual position.


Note: If a person has a technical aptitude, but does not have audio-related experience, the technical responsibilities can be taught. The other listed skills are sometimes hard to find in a person who is gifted with technical abilities.
Recording Sessions:

· 2 hours, with a break in the middle

· Studio open 8-5, M-F

· Flexible scheduling

· Partnering with a particular narrator works well
