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Is Narration the Volunteer Opportunity for You?
Do you enjoy reading aloud?  Are you comfortable reading a variety of materials?  Is your voice strong enough to carry through a recording session without noticeable changes in quality?  Do you have a wide vocabulary, plus the skill to research words whose pronunciations may not be familiar to you?  If you answered yes to these questions, you might have a future as a narrator.

In order to provide top quality service, we need the best readers we can find.  Please test yourself on the following words you might encounter in a newspaper, magazine or novel.  

1.  heinous



11.  epitome

2.  vehemently


12.  pseudonym

3.  diminutive



13.  realtor
4.  barrage



14.  nuclear

5.  asphyxiate


15.  subtle

6.  indictment



16.  bayou

7.  infamous



17.  ingenue

8.  entourage



18.  jewelry

9.  awry



19.  slough (bog or marsh)

10. benign



20.  slough (to shed skin)

If you can pronounce all or virtually all of these words without hesitation, please call the Narrator Coordinator at the number below, state your name and record the list as a message.  You may continue the process by completing the Narrator Application and Narrator Interest Form and returning both to the email address listed, or by printing and mailing to the Narrator Coordinator at the Library, address above.
The interest form gives you the opportunity to indicate your personal preferences for reading genres, areas of expertise, and any types of material you would not accept.  It is our policy as a library not to censor our patrons’ requests, so occasionally we receive materials for recording that you may find offensive in one way or another.  Most of our narrators find that horizons are broadened by being willing to record a wide variety of subject matter.  

Once you have completed the application, you will receive instructions on how to proceed to the next step in the audition process.  
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Karen Schweitzer

     Narrator Coordinator
      Audition recording:  (515) 281-1387

       karen.schweitzer@blind.state.ia.us
     [image: image2.jpg]



Karen Schweitzer, Coordinator – Audio Recording Program 


Iowa Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped


524 Fourth Street, Des Moines, IA 50309


Phone: (515) 281-1241 or toll-free: (800) 362-2587


E-mail:  karen.schweitzer@blind.state.ia.us


 








