CTBL Collection Development Policy
Legal Responsibility: Under MCA 22-1-103 (6) of the State of Colorado, the Colorado Talking Book Library is responsible for providing library service for blind, visually impaired, physically handicapped and learning disabled residents of Colorado.  
Objectives of the Library: The primary objective of CTBL is to provide recreational and informational materials to the citizens of Colorado who are unable to read standard print due to physical or visual or learning disabilities. CTBL provides its patrons with a well balanced and broad range of recreational and informational materials which complement materials from other libraries in the NLS network or from other sources.  
Purpose:  The selection policy of CTBL is designed to supplement the National Library Service’s “Selection Policy for Reading Materials”.  The Library will adhere to NLS’s program which supports the American Library Association’s “Library Bill of Rights” and “Freedom to Read” statement; and encourages regional libraries to develop a supplemental collection of materials of local and regional interest.

Responsibility for Selection: The responsibility for selection of materials rests with the Director of CTBL.  Input from other staff is incorporated. Requests from patrons for materials to be added to the collection are encouraged.

Scope: This policy covers the acquisition of titles for CTBL’s large print collection, descriptive video collection, as well as those titles locally produced in Braille or audio formats.  This policy is intended as a guide for library staff choosing material to be added to CTBL’s collection.
Priorities for Selection: To augment the titles selected by NLS for the collection, Colorado Talking Book Library will use the following criteria, in addition to the NLS “Selection Policy for Reading Materials”: 

· Budget for collection development
· Patron requests for specific material
· Non-availability of the material elsewhere in other print-disabled resources
· Excellence of literary style

· Quality of treatment of subject
· Subject coverage in the collection

· Suitability of material for recording, if appropriate
· Materials about Colorado and the West on all reading levels, both fiction and nonfiction, will be given high priority.   
· Materials written by Colorado authors whose subject content is especially relevant to the readership of the library will be given high priority.
· Timeless or permanent value of potential material
· Timeliness of potential materials

· Assurance of competent transcription in the case of Braille
The criteria are not listed in order of importance, nor is it the intention that each title selected meet every factor cited.
Large Print Collection: Shall include titles of both fiction and non-fiction and titles addressing visual, physical and reading disabilities. The collection may include, but is not limited to: popular works, biographical and autobiographical works, research works, source books and informational articles. This also applies to descriptive video.

Braille: Shall supplement the NLS collection in the area of print/braille or twin vision and material for adults to learn Braille.
Colorado Collection: shall include titles meeting one or more of the following criteria:
· By or about a Colorado author

· Focus on Colorado e.g.: history, geography, culture

· Focus on The West
· By or about a library patron
· Patron request

· Of general interest for our patrons

· Not available in other audio sources

Whenever possible, books will be examined to determine their suitability for production.  If a book is determined to be unacceptable for production, it will be returned.
Author Request for Recording: Requests from authors to add their book into the collection by recording will be reviewed based on the criteria for the Colorado Collection. Whole copies of the recording will not be provided to the author. However, CTBL will provide excerpts in MP3 format.

Foreign Language Material: Books for the large print collection will be added in Spanish as part of regular collection development. Books in other languages will be added at the discretion of CTBL’s Director. Books requested by patrons will be considered following the criteria listed in the General Policy section above. 

Gifts: Gifts of materials will be accepted by the Library with the understanding that the Library assumes unconditional ownership of the gift.  The same criteria listed in the General Policy section above will be applied in evaluating gift material for inclusion in the collection as is utilized for purchased material.
Future Revision: This policy will be reviewed periodically, and revised as necessary to ensure the continued growth of the collection.
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