Best Short Stories of 2012

Created By: Niel Hollands, Williamsburg Regional Library, and Rachel Bussan, IA1A
DB75575
Title: Blasphemy
Author: Sherman Alexie
Annotation: Thirty-one short stories, sixteen previously unpublished. "Cry Cry Cry" explores the relationship between a Spokane tribe member and his drug-addicted cousin. Violence, strong language, and some descriptions of sex. 2012.
BR19639, DB75567
Title: Little Sinners and Other Stories
Author: Karen Brown
Annotation: Collection of eleven short stories focusing on the dark side of suburbia. In the title entry, two girls torment a younger girl -- Francine -- and begin writing letters to her pretending to be a boy. One night Francine goes to meet the boy and disappears. Some strong language. 2012.
BR19611, DB75524
Title: This Is How You Lose Her
Author: Junot Diaz
Annotation: Nine short stories by the Pulitzer Prize winner that deal with love in its varied forms. All but one focus on Yunior, a professor and writer, at different stages of his life. In "Nilda" Yunior reminisces about his brother's girlfriend. Strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2012. Contents: The Sun, the Moon, the Stars. Nilda. Alma. Otravida, Otravez. Flaca. The Pura Principle. Invierno. Miss Lora. The Cheater's Guide to Love.
DB74461
Title: What We Talk About When We Talk About Anne Frank
Author: Nathan Englander
Annotation: Eight short stories focusing on Jewish life. In the title piece two couples -- one a Hasidic pair from Israel, the other a secular husband and wife from south Florida -- reveal their inner souls while discussing Holocaust victim Anne Frank. In "Camp Sundown" a bucolic Berkshires retreat turns violent. Bestseller. 2012. Contents: What We Talk About When We Talk About Anne Frank. Sister Hills. How We Avenged the Blums. Peep Show. Everything I Know About My Family on My Mother's Side. Camp Sundown. The Reader. Free Fruit for Young Widows.
DB76506
Title: Married Love and Other Stories
Author: Tessa Hadley
Annotation: Collection of twelve short stories exploring the many facets of family relationships and romantic love. In the title story nineteen-year-old Lottie insists on marrying Edgar--who is forty-five years older than her and already married to his second wife--causing an uproar in her family. 2012.

BR19775, DB75831
Title: Dear Life: Stories
Author: Alice Munro
Annotation: Fourteen short stories by Man Booker International Prize-winner Munro, including four semi-autobiographic tales set in Ontario. In "Train" a war veteran returns and moves in with an older farm woman for decades. In "Haven" a young teenager lives with relatives while her parents teach abroad. Bestseller. 2012.
BR19827
Title: Black Dahlia and White Rose
Author: Joyce Carol Oates
Annotation: Eleven stories from the best-selling author of The Museum of Dr. Moses (BR 18443). In the title piece, Elizabeth Short, a. k. a. the Black Dahlia, tells the story behind her death. Her viewpoint alternates with that of her rumored roommate, Norma Jeane Baker, a. k. a. Marilyn Monroe. Violence and strong language. 2012.
BR19872, DB76211
Title: Battleborn
Author: Claire Vaye Watkins
Annotation: Collection of ten short stories focusing on the American West. In "Ghosts, Cowboys" the author ruminates on events surrounding the notorious Manson family commune, of which her father Paul Watkins was a member. Strong language and explicit descriptions of sex. 2012.
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