Best Romance Novels of 2009
Creators:  Williamsburg Regional Library, Rachel Bussan

(We own all of these titles)

DB/RC70762
Title:  Goddess of the Hunt

Author:  Tessa Dare

Series:  Wanton Dairymaid Trilogy, Book 1

Annotation:  1817. Lucy Waltham believes she's in love with Toby Aldridge. To practice seduction techniques, Lucy sneaks into the bedchamber of her brother's best friend Jeremy Trescott, the earl of Kendall. Jeremy and Lucy find their attraction to each other more disturbing than Lucy's behavior. Some explicit descriptions of sex. 2009. Followed by "Surrender of a Siren."
DB/RC68711
Title:  Smooth-Talking Stranger

Author:  Lisa Kleypas

Series:  Travis Family, Book 3

Annotation:  Ella Varner cares for her newborn nephew after her sister abandons him. Ella storms around Houston looking for the baby's likely father and confronts Jack Travis. Although innocent, Jack joins in the search -- and falls in love. Explicit descriptions of sex and some strong language. 2009. Third book about the Travis family. Sequel to "Blue-Eyed Devil."
DB/RC69343
Title:  The Perfect Poison

Author:  Amanda Quick

Series:  Arcane Society, Book 6

Annotation:  Psychic Lucinda Bromley and Arcane Society member Caleb Jones track a thief who stole a poisonous fern from Lucinda's conservatory. When Lucinda links the missing plant to a lord's murder, their search uncovers a secret cabal. Commercial audiobook. 2009. Sixth book in the Arcane Society series. Sequel to "Running Hot."
DB/RC70309
Title:  Tempt Me at Twilight

Author:  Lisa Kleypas

Series:  Hathaway Family, Book 3

Annotation:  London, 1852. Unable to marry her true love, Poppy Hathaway gives in to a kiss from hotel owner Harry Rutledge and, to avoid a scandal, accepts his proposal. Harry adores Poppy, but she has doubts about her choice until she learns about Harry's difficult past. Explicit descriptions of sex. 2009. Third book in the Hathaway Family series. Sequel to "Seduce Me at Sunrise."
LT8448, DB/RC69355
Title:  Vision in White

Author:  Nora Roberts

Series:  Bride Quartet, Book 1

Annotation:  Childhood friends Emmaline, Laurel, Mackensie, and Parker start a wedding-production business using Parker's family estate in Connecticut. Photographer Mackensie is happy staying out of the bridal limelight -- until she meets English teacher Carter Maguire. Strong language and descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2009. First book in the Bride Quartet. Followed by "Bed of Roses."
DB/RC69534
Title:  What Happens in London

Author:  Julia Quinn

Series:  Bevelstoke, Book 2

Annotation:  Lady Olivia Bevelstoke becomes interested in her new London neighbor Sir Harry Valentine. Harry, a spy, falls in love with Olivia while he watches a treacherous Russian prince court her. Sequel to "The Secret Diaries of Miss Miranda Cheever." Some explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC69168
Title:  Always a Scoundrel

Author:  Suzanne Enoch

Series:  Notorious Gentlemen, Book 3

Annotation:  London, 1815. Lord Bramwell Johns is content to rob immoral men of their valuables. When he overhears a family argument involving Lady Rosamund Davies, who is being forced to marry to pay her brother's debts, Bram decides to steal Rosamund for himself. Some explicit descriptions of sex. 2009. Third book in the Notorious Gentlemen series. Sequel to "Before the Scandal."
DB/RC70065
Title:  Bending the Rules

Author:  Susan Andersen

Annotation:  Seattle. After teenage vandals paint graffiti on neighborhood stores, artist Poppy Calloway suggests to police that the kids paint a mural. At first unsympathetic toward the rowdy bunch, detective Jason de Sange eventually warms up to the project -- and to Poppy. Strong language and explicit descriptions of sex. 2009.
DB/RC70619
Title:  Burning Wild

Author:  Christine Feehan

Series:  Leopard, Book 3

Annotation:  After he suffers years of abuse by his parents, leopard shape-shifter Jake Bannaconni struggles with love. But an accident intertwines his fate with that of pregnant Emma Reynolds -- who sparks in Jake an astonishing passion. Strong language, explicit descriptions of sex, and some violence. Commercial audiobook. 2009. Third book in the Leopard series. Sequel to "Wild Rain."
DB/RC69239
Title:  The Courtesan’s Wager

Author:  Claudia Dain

Series:  Courtesan Chronicles, Book 3

Annotation:  Lady Amelia Caversham approaches Lady Sophia for help in arranging a marriage to a duke -- any duke. Amelia makes a scandal-provoking list of prospective bridegrooms, but the one man who truly loves Amelia doesn't make the cut. Some descriptions of sex. 2009. Third book in the Courtesan Chronicles. Sequel to "The Courtesan's Secret."
LT9288
Title:  Dark Slayer

Author:  Christine Feehan

Series:  Carpathian, Book 20

Annotation:  Broken and left for dead after a family betrayal, Ivory Malinov gradually heals, becoming a loner and dedicated vampire slayer. Carpathian vampire Razvan's evil grandfather, the mage Xavier, forced him to commit unspeakable deeds against fellow Carpathians. Ivory discovers Razvan near death, and after realizing they are life mates, she nurses him back to health and they plot to combine forces and defeat Xavier. Twentieth book in the Carpathian series. No other series titles transcribed. 2010.
DB/RC70155
Title:  Don’t Tempt Me

Author:  Loretta Chase

Series:  Fallen Women, Book 3

Annotation:  London, 1818. After a childhood in captivity, spirited Zoe Octavia Lexham escapes and returns to her family. But Zoe's past as a harem girl creates a scandal. Family friend Lucien de Grey, duke of Marchmont, offers his services to make Zoe respectable -- if she would cooperate. Explicit descriptions of sex. 2009. Third book in the Fallen Women series. Sequel to "Your Scandalous Ways."
LT9194, DB/RC69845
Title:  A Duke of Her Own

Author:  Eloisa James

Series:  Desperate Duchesses, Book 6
Annotation:  Leopold Dautry, the duke of Villiers, seeks a well-born wife to produce an heir and rear his six illegitimate children. He favors Lady Eleanor, who remains in love with her married childhood sweetheart. But instead the duke proposes to already-engaged -- and possibly mad -- Lady Lisette. Explicit descriptions of sex. 2009. Sixth book in the Desperate Duchesses series. Sequel to "This Duchess of Mine."
DB/RC70073
Title:  An Echo in the Bone

Author:  Diana Gabaldon

Series:  Outlander, Book 7

Annotation:  Jamie Fraser and his time-traveling wife Claire know the outcome of the American rebellion, but not the personal hardships they may endure. Meanwhile their twentieth-century daughter Brianna tracks their fate through old letters. Violence, strong language, and descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2009. Sequel to "A Breath of Snow and Ashes." Seventh book in the Outlander series.
DB/RC68763
Title:  Fireside

Author:  Susan Wiggs

Series:  Lakeshore Chronicles, Book 5

Annotation:  Sports publicist Kimberly van Dorn, down on her luck, retreats to her widowed mother's boarding house in the Catskills. After baseball player Bo Crutcher moves in along with his twelve-year-old son AJ, Kimberly takes Bo on as a client. Some strong language and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2009. Lakeshore Chronicles, book 5. Sequel to "Snowfall at Willow Lake."
DB/RC69887
Title:  Mastered by Love

Author:  Stephanie Laurens

Series:  Bastion Club, Book 8

Annotation:  Northumbria, England; 1816. Retired spymaster Royce "Dalziel" Varisey, the duke of Wolverstone, returns north to govern his ancestral lands. Royce decides to marry the estate's attractive chatelaine Minerva Chesterton, an heiress in her own right, and begins a seduction that will lead to marriage. Explicit descriptions of sex. 2009. Eighth book in the Bastion Club series. Sequel to "The Edge of Desire."
DB/RC70196
Title:  Obsidian Prey

Author:  Jayne Castle

Series:  Harmony, Book 6

Annotation:  Prospector Lyra Dore's ex-boyfriend Cruz Sweetwater needs help rescuing scientists trapped inside an ancient amethyst ruin. Lyra thought she was done with Cruz, but now she must use her psychic abilities to save them all. Some violence, some strong language, and some explicit descriptions of sex. 2009. Sequel to "Dark Light." Sixth book in the Harmony series.
BR18060, LT8358, DB/RC68796
Title:  Running Hot

Author:  Jayne Ann Krentz

Series:  Arcane Society, Book 5

Annotation:  After escaping a psychic-blast murder attempt, high-level aura reader Grace Renquist became a librarian for the paranormal Arcane Society. Now in need of her talent, the Society sends her to Maui, assigning ex-cop aura talent Luther Malone as her bodyguard. Some strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. 2008. Fifth book in the Arcane Society book.
BR18273, DB/RC68775
Title:  Star Bright

Author:  Catherine Anderson

Series:  Kendrick/Coulter/Harrigan, Book 9

Annotation:  Crystal Falls, Oregon. After escaping from her abusive husband Peter, Rainie Danning works as a bookkeeper on Parker Harrigan's horse ranch. Parker falls in love with Rainie and learns about her past -- but Peter tracks down Rainie for revenge. Some strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. 2009. Ninth book in the Kendrick/Coulter/Harrigan series. Sequel to "Morning Light." NOTE: the author's website calls this the Kendrick/Coulter/Harrigan series.
DB/RC68860
Title:  The Temptation of the Night Jasmine

Author:  Lauren Willig

Series:  Pink Carnation, Book 5

Annotation:  Eloise Kelly and Colin Selwick continue investigating Selwick's British family tree, which is littered with spies. Eloise explores the Napoleonic-era account involving Robert, the duke of Dovedale, and his revenge against debauched spy Arthur Wrothan. Meanwhile, Robert's distant cousin Charlotte is smitten with him. Some explicit descriptions of sex. 2009. Pink Carnation, book 5. Sequel to "The Seduction of the Crimson Rose."
DB/RC69162
Title:  This Duchess of Mine

Author: Eloisa James

Series:  Desperate Duchesses, Book 5

Annotation:  London, 1784. Elijah, the duke of Beaumont, bids his estranged wife Jemma to return from Paris in hopes of producing an heir. The two discover that they love each other and together seek a cure for Elijah's heart ailment. Some explicit descriptions of sex. 2009. Fifth book in the Desperate Duchesses series. Sequel to "When the Duke Returns."
LT8564, DB/RC70068
Title:  Twenties Girl

Author:  Sophie Kinsella

Annotation:  Twenty-seven-year-old Lara Lington reluctantly attends the funeral of 105-year-old Sadie, the great-aunt she never knew. Lara is quite confused to come face to face with Sadie's much-younger ghost dressed in 1920s clothing, who demands that Lara help her find a beloved necklace. Strong language. 2009.
DB/RC69970
Title:  Unhallowed Ground

Author:  Heather Graham

Annotation:  While converting a historic Florida mansion into a bed-and-breakfast, Sarah McKinley discovers old bones inside the walls. Sarah and PI Caleb Anderson connect the house's dark past to missing-persons cases and to a dead housekeeper who practiced black magic. Some strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. Commercial audiobook. 2009.
DB71408
Title:  The Untamed Bride

Author:  Stephanie Laurens

Series:  Black Cobra Quartet, Book 1

Annotation:  India, 1822. Four British officers aim to capture a terrorist called the Black Cobra. Colonel Derek Delborough lures the villain back to England, where the Cynster family is willing to join the search. During the mission Delborough falls in love with Deliah Duncannon. Explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2009. First book in the Black Cobra Quartet. Followed by "The Elusive Bride."
DB/RC68629
Title:  What I Did for Love

Author:  Susan Elizabeth Phillips

Annotation:  After a night in Las Vegas, former sitcom icon Georgie York finds herself married to another has-been, her ex-costar and nemesis Bram Shepard. Still smarting from a recent divorce, Georgie agrees to stay married for six months to avoid notoriety. Some strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. 2009.
DB/RC70352
Title:  Wicked All Day

Author:  Liz Carlyle

Series:  Tempted and Wicked, Book 2

Annotation:  Lord Rannoch's beloved but illegitimate daughter Zoe Armstrong has difficulty finding a husband. A scandal forces Zoe into an engagement to her best friend and distant cousin Lord Robin Rowland. But Zoe falls in love with Robin's brother Mercer. Sequel to "Tempted All Night." Descriptions of sex. 2009.
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