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DB74736
Title: Prague Winter: A Personal Story of Remembrance and War, 1937-1948
Author: Madeleine Albright
Annotation: Former U.S. secretary of state chronicles the history of Czechoslovakia, where she was born in 1937 into the family of a Jewish diplomat who later converted to Catholicism. Relates her family's flight from Nazism and communism and traces the fate of her Jewish relatives. Violence. Bestseller. 2012.
DB74827
Title: My Cross to Bear
Author: Gregg Allman
Annotation: Rock musician Gregg Allman describes growing up in Nashville, forming the Allman Brothers Band, coping with the death of his older brother Duane, and struggling with addiction. Strong language, some violence, and some explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75501
Title: Winter Journal
Author: Paul Auster
Annotation: Sixty-three-year-old author's meditation on life and death. Ponders his 1950s New Jersey childhood; his family, including his wife of thirty years; his parents and their passing; all the places he has lived; and his eventual demise. Some strong language and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75649
Title: James Joyce: a New Biography
Author: Gordon Bowker
Annotation: Chronicle of the life of James Joyce (1882-1941), author of "Ulysses" and "Finnegan's Wake". Details his family history, relationships with fellow literary artists such as Samuel Beckett and William Butler Yeats, and his struggles as a writer. Strong language and some descriptions of sex. 2011.
DB75917
Title: The Last Viking: the Life of Roald Amundsen
Author: Stephen R. Bown
Annotation: Profiles the life of Norwegian adventurer Roald Amundsen (1872-1928). Examines Amundsen's explorations and navigation of the Northwest and Northeast Passages and details his trips to the North and South Poles. 2012.
DB75163
Title: Cronkite
Author: Douglas Brinkley
Annotation: Biography of twentieth-century newscaster Walter Cronkite (1916-2009), once dubbed "the most trusted man in America." Chronicles his coverage of World War II and entrance into the then-fledgling business of television reporting. Highlights his reporting on space exploration, the 1963 assassination of President John F. Kennedy, and the Vietnam War. 2012.
DB74521
Title: Dust To Dust: A Memoir
Author: Benjamin Busch
Annotation: Autobiography of decorated Marine officer who served two combat tours in Iraq. Busch, the son of novelist Frederick Busch, reminisces about his idyllic rural New York childhood in the 1970s and early 1980s, his wartime experiences, and his second career as an actor. Some violence and some strong language. 2012.
DB76074
Title: Brain on Fire: My Month of Madness
Author: Susannah Cahalan
Annotation: New York Post reporter's account of the mysterious disease that mimicked mental illness and almost killed her in 2009, when she was twenty-four years old. Describes her eventual diagnosis--NMDA-receptor autoimmune encephalitis, a rare brain infection that causes seizures and paranoia--and her successful treatment and recovery. Some strong language. 2012.
DB76025
Title: Bruce
Author: Peter Ames Carlin
Annotation: Author of Catch a Wave (DB 63773) examines the life of rock-and-roll legend Bruce Springsteen (born 1949). Discusses Springsteen's family roots and his friendships, musical influences, and romantic relationships. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2012.
DB74635
Title: The Passage of Power
Author: Robert A. Caro
Series: Years of Lyndon Johnson, Book 4
Annotation: Fourth volume in Caro's biography of the thirty-sixth president covers the years 1958-1964. Depicts Johnson's failed 1960 presidential campaign, frustrations as vice president, ascent to power after JFK's assassination, and push for groundbreaking civil rights and social legislation. Bestseller. Commercial audiobook. 2012. Sequel to "Master of the Senate."
DB74762
Title: Wherever I Wind Up: My Quest For Truth, Authenticity And The Perfect Knuckleball
Author: R. A. Dickey
Annotation: Autobiography of the journeyman knuckleball pitcher, who was cut from his first professional team, the Texas Rangers, when doctors discovered that Dickey lacks a ligament in one of his elbows. Describes his impoverished Nashville upbringing, his quest for a career, and his Christian faith. 2012. Co-author is Wayne Coffey.
DB76104
Title: American Triumvirate: Sam Snead, Byron Nelson, Ben Hogan, and the Modern Age of Golf
Author: James Dodson
Annotation: Author of Ben Hogan (DB/RC 59579) chronicles the lives and careers of Snead, Nelson, and Hogan--all born in 1912 in modest circumstances--who became the most successful golfers of the mid-twentieth century. Discusses the decline of the sport after the Great Depression and its resurgence in the late 1930s. 2012.
DB76136
Title: Short nights of the Shadow Catcher: The Epic life and Immortal Photographs of Edward Curtis
Author: Timothy Egan
Annotation: Biography of Seattle photographer Edward Curtis (1868-1952), who in 1900 became enamored of Native American culture. Sponsored by J. P. Morgan, Theodore Roosevelt, and others, Curtis spent three decades living with different tribes, creating films, and producing the twenty-volume publication The North American Indian. Discusses Curtis's legacy. National Book Award. 2012.
DB76441
Title: The Gershwins and Me: A Personal History in Twelve Songs
Author: Michael Feinstein
Annotation: Grammy-nominated musician profiles Gershwin brothers George (1898-1937) and Ira (1896-1983). Drawing on his experiences during his six-year partnership with Ira, Feinstein reveals the family history and musical development of the siblings. Includes twelve songs written by the Gershwins and performed by the author. 2012.
DB74459
Title: Unorthodox: The Scandalous Rejection of My Hasidic Roots
Author: Deborah Feldman
Annotation: Author, born in the 1980s, describes being raised by her Hasidic grandparents in Brooklyn's Williamsburg neighborhood after her mother left her developmentally disabled father. Discusses being an outcast and her arranged marriage, limited access to reading material, and lack of educational or employment opportunities. Bestseller. 2012.
DB76287
Title: Portrait of a Novel: Henry James and the making of an American Masterpiece
Author: Michael Gorra
Annotation: English professor examines the life of Henry James, focusing on the period during which the author wrote The Portrait of a Lady (DB 51264). Examines James's previous literary successes, his travels through Europe, and the Victorian culture in which he lived. 2012.
DB75800
Title: Thomas Becket:  Warrior, Priest, Rebel:  A Nine-Hundred-Year-Old Story Retold
Author: John Guy
Annotation: British historian chronicles the life of Thomas Becket (c. 1118-1170) from his days in London as the son of middle-class French Norman immigrants, to his studies in Paris and rise in the Catholic Church. Highlights his administration of King Henry II's court, appointment as archbishop of Canterbury, and murder. 2012.
DB76532
Title: Escape from Camp 14: One Man's Remarkable Odyssey from North Korea to Freedom in the West
Author: Blaine Harden
Annotation: Reporter covers the life of Shin Dong-hyuk, born in 1982 in a North Korean prison labor camp, and details his 2005 escape. Discloses the brutal conditions, including hunger and torture, the prisoners endured and discusses Shin's difficulty adjusting to life as a defector. Violence and some strong language. Bestseller.  2012.
DB74673
Title: Mrs. Kennedy and Me
Author: Clint Hill
Annotation: Retired Secret Service agent Clint Hill -- who protected five U.S. presidents -- recalls his service to First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy from 1960-1964, including the 1963 assassination of President Kennedy. Describes Mrs. Kennedy's routines and travels and reveals that she was rarely at the White House. Bestseller. 2012.
BR19643, DB75452
Title: Mortality
Author: Christopher Hitchens
Annotation: Hitchens (1949-2011) chronicles his battle with esophageal cancer, which began with his diagnosis in June 2010. Describes accepting the inevitability of death and the questions of faith he dealt with as an avowed atheist. Includes afterword by Hitchens's widow Carol Blue. Bestseller. 2012.
BR19698, DB75530
Title: Treacherous Beauty: Peggy Shippen, the Woman Behind Benedict Arnold's Plot to Betray America
Author: Mark Jacob
Annotation: Biography of Philadelphia debutante Peggy Shippen (1760-1804), who befriended English officer and spy John Andre during the Revolutionary War. Explores the reasons why Peggy conspired with Andre and her husband, colonial general Benedict Arnold, to turn over the fort at West Point to the British. 2012.
DB74165
Title: The Obamas
Author: Jodi Kantor
Annotation: New York Times correspondent conducted hundreds of interviews to create a portrait of Barack and Michelle Obama and their life in the White House. Kantor examines the first lady's influence on and advocacy for her husband and explores the political consequences of their personal dynamics. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75272
Title: A Difficult Woman: The Challenging Life and Times of Lillian Hellman
Author: Alice Kessler-Harris
Annotation: Columbia history professor places the life of playwright and memoirist Hellman (1905-1984) in the context of twentieth-century upheavals. Chronicles her Jewish family's southern background and Hellman's own New York upbringing, marriage, and affairs. Discusses her personality, friends, and political and social beliefs. 2012.
BR19693, DB75707
Title: Leonardo and the Last Supper
Author: Ross King
Annotation: Chronicles the life of Leonardo da Vinci and the events that led to his commission to paint a mural, The Last Supper, at Santa Maria delle Grazie in Milan, which he began in 1495 and completed in 1498. Presents art history analysis of the work. 2012.
BR19493
Title: Some Assembly Required: A Journal of My Son's First Son
Author: Anne Lamott
Annotation: The author recounts unexpectedly becoming a grandmother after her unwed, college student son and his girlfriend have a baby. Lamott describes the problems and happiness that arose from the situation. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75688
Title: One Last Strike: Fifty Years in Baseball, Ten and a Half Games Back, and One Final Championship Season
Author: Tony La Russa
Annotation: Autobiography of major league baseball manager who, for thirty-three seasons, coached the Chicago White Sox, Oakland A's, and St. Louis Cardinals. Highlights the St. Louis Cardinals' comeback to win the 2011 World Series. Foreword by John Grisham. 2012.
DB74647
Title: Let's Pretend This Never Happened (a Mostly True Memoir) 
Author: Jenny Lawson
Annotation: Popular Internet blogger uses dark humor to describe her everyday life. Recounts racing armadillos and swimming with pigs during her childhood in West Texas, dealing with anxiety disorder by hiding in bathrooms during dinner parties, and discovering that her boyfriend was planning to propose -- not murder her. Strong language. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75894
Title: The Last Lion, Winston Spencer Churchill: Defender of the Realm, 1940-1965
Author: William Manchester
Annotation: Final volume of the Last Lion series chronicles British Prime Minister Winston Churchill's battles against Nazi Germany and recruitment of the United States and the Soviet Union to join the war. Discusses the 1945 defeat of Churchill's Conservative Party and his retirement in the 1950s. Commercial audiobook. 2012.
DB75700
Title: Hello, Gorgeous: Becoming Barbra Streisand
Author: William J. Mann
Annotation: Using primary sources, Mann recounts Streisand's rise to fame on Broadway. Begins with the seventeen-year-old Brooklynite's move to Manhattan to study acting in 1960 and ends with her starring role as Fanny Brice in the musical Funny Girl five years later. Some strong language. 2012.
DB75139
Title: Barack Obama: The Story
Author: David Maraniss
Annotation: Washington Post Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist traces the history of Barack Obama's maternal and paternal families, the Dunhams from Kansas and the Obamas from Kenya. Discusses the social, economic, and cultural forces that influenced Obama up to age twenty-seven, when he entered Harvard Law School. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75451
Title: Every Love Story Is a Ghost Story:  A Life Of David Foster Wallace
Author: D. T. Max
Annotation: Biography of David Foster Wallace (1962-2008), author of "Infinite Jest" and other works. Details Wallace's youth in Urbana, Illinois, and the development of his writing career. Discusses his personal relationships, drug addiction, and mental-health issues. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75864
Title: Thomas Jefferson: The Art of Power
Author: Jon Meacham
Annotation: Pulitzer Prize-winning author of American Lion (DB/RC 68010) pens a biography of the third U. S. president, focusing on Jefferson's use of political power to advance his philosophical ideas of progress and individual freedom. Discusses Jefferson's birthright and family, pre-Revolutionary life, diplomatic roles, and years in the White House. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75899
Title: The Patriarch: the Remarkable Life and Turbulent Times of Joseph P. Kennedy
Author: David Nasaw
Annotation: Authorized biography of Joseph P. Kennedy (1888-1969), father of President John F. Kennedy, by the author of Andrew Carnegie (DB/RC 65058). Describes Kennedy's background as the son of a wealthy Boston businessman and his life as a banker, Hollywood producer, ambassador, political power broker, and loving father. Bestseller. 2012.
LT10572, DB75615
Title: Killing Kennedy: The End of Camelot
Author: Bill O’Reilly
Annotation: Political commentator O'Reilly and historian Martin Dugard chronicle the presidency of John F. Kennedy; the life of Lee Harvey Oswald, the former defector to the Soviet Union who killed Kennedy in 1963; and the events that led to the assassination. Bestseller. 2012.
LT10594, BR19586, DB75401
Title: No Easy Day: The Firsthand Account of the Mission That Killed Osama Bin Laden, The Autobiography of a Navy Seal
Author: Mark Owen
Annotation: Navy SEAL Team Six member provides a first-person account of the planning and execution of the May 1, 2011, raid on Osama bin Laden's compound. Chronicles his helicopter crash in Abbottabad, Pakistan; raiding the main house; witnessing bin Laden's final moments; and receiving the Presidential Unit Citation. Violence and strong language. Bestseller. 2012. Co-author is Kevin Maurer.
DB75474
Title: Paterno
Author: Joe Posnanski
Annotation: Biography of Penn State football coach Joe Paterno (1926-2012) chronicles Paterno's Brooklyn upbringing, education, and career. Highlights the success of the college's gridiron program, Paterno's family life, and the child-abuse scandal surrounding defensive coordinator Jerry Sandusky that led to Sandusky's imprisonment and Paterno's firing. Some strong language. 2012.
DB75125
Title: It Worked For Me: In Life And Leadership
Author: Colin Powell
Annotation: Leadership and business advice from the four-star general, former secretary of state, and national security advisor. Powell offers thirteen rules for success at work and in relationships, using anecdotes from his experiences. Bestseller. 2012. Co-author is Tony Koltz.
DB74817
Title: Lots of Candles, Plenty of Cake
Author: Anna Quindlen
Annotation: In a series of essays, Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist and bestselling novelist reminisces about her life and the process of aging. Contemplates the feminist revolution, mortality, family, and the importance of girlfriends in a woman's life. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75664
Title: The Black Count: Glory, Revolution, Betrayal, and the Real Count of Monte Cristo
Author: Tom Reiss
Annotation: A biography of General Alex Dumas (1762-1806), mixed-race father of French novelist Alexandre Dumas. Traces the general's roots in Saint-Domingue, his military career during the French Revolution and under Napoleon, and the rivalry that led to his fall. 2012.
DB75142
Title: The Astaires: Fred and Adele
Author: Kathleen Riley
Annotation: Dual biography of Adele Astaire (1896-1981) and her younger brother Fred (1899-1987). Chronicles the siblings' childhood vaudeville act that evolved into Broadway and London dancing and singing performances. Discusses the 1932 marriage of Adele -- considered the more talented of the two -- to Lord Charles Cavendish and Fred's subsequent venture into film. 2012.
DB76557
Title: Meat Eater: Adventures From the Life of an American Hunter
Author: Steven Rinella
Annotation: Journalist chronicles his relationship with nature from age three to adulthood, recounting specific hunting and fishing adventures, including a caribou hunt on the North Slope of the Brooks Range in Alaska. Discusses his attempt to make a living from trapping and provides serving suggestions for game meats. Some violence. 2012.
DB75398
Title: When I Was A Child I Read Books
Author: Marilynne Robinson
Annotation: Pulitzer Prize winner and author presents ten essays, six previously published and four new, on varying topics. In the title piece Robinson reminisces about growing up in Idaho and compares her experiences to the perceptions of being raised in the West. 2012.
DB75588
Title: Joseph Anton: a Memoir
Author: Salman Rushdie
Annotation: While under police protection for the "fatwa" issued for the The Satanic Verses, Salman Rushdie was forced to choose a new name. Using the third-person perspective of his pseudonym, Joseph Anton, Rushdie chronicles his life, focusing the decades following Ayatollah Khomeini's 1989 death threat. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75131
Title: Yes, Chef: A Memoir
Author: Marcus Samuelsson
Annotation: Samuelsson, who was born in a small Ethiopian village and adopted by a Swedish couple, recounts the ways his grandmother instilled in him a love of cooking. Describes personal challenges and career highlights, including becoming executive chef of New York City's Aquavit and winning the Beard Award. Strong language. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75762
Title: The End of Your Life Book Club
Author: Will Schwalbe
Annotation: Journalist and publishing professional chronicles the conversations he had with his mother as he accompanied her on treatments for advanced pancreatic cancer. Discusses books such as "Crossing to Safety", "The Hobbit", "The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo", and others. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75845
Title: Oddly Normal: One Family's Struggle to Help Their Teenage Son Come to Terms with His Sexuality
Author: John Schwartz
Annotation: New York Times correspondent Schwartz details the difficulties in raising his son Joe. Describes his family's struggles when thirteen-year-old Joe attempted suicide after coming out as a homosexual at school. Discusses their journey to find help. Also covers gay rights in the courts and in popular culture. Commercial audiobook. 2012.
DB75123
Title: House Of Stone: A Memoir Of Home, Family, And A Lost Middle East
Author: Anthony Shadid
Annotation: Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter, who died of an asthma attack in 2012 while fleeing Syria, describes the 2006 purchase of his great-grandfather's house in Lebanon. Weaves details of his renovation work with accounts of Middle East history and his family's immigration to Oklahoma. Some violence and some strong language. 2012.
DB75020
Title: Love, Life, And Elephants: An African Love Story
Author: Daphne Jenkins Sheldrick
Annotation: Conservationist details her family's history in Kenya and her first marriage, divorce, and subsequent marriage to David Sheldrick, founding warden of Tsavo East National Park. Reminisces about orphaned animals she cared for over the years, especially the elephants of the park, and recounts her activities since David's 1977 death. 2012.
DB75813
Title: I'm Your Man: the Life of Leonard Cohen
Author: Sylvie Simmons
Annotation: Music journalist details the life of Canadian singer-songwriter and novelist Leonard Cohen (born 1934). Discusses his youth in Montreal, romantic relationships, musical career, religious explorations, and financial struggles, including a lawsuit with his former business manager. 2012.
DB75347
Title: Monkey Mind: A Memoir Of Anxiety
Author: Daniel B. Smith
Annotation: Writer describes with humor the ways that anxiety disrupts his life and reflects on possible reasons for his panic -- a childhood near-drowning, the unsettling way he lost his virginity, and his therapist mother's own battle against the disorder. Strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller. Commercial audiobook. 2012.
DB74430
Title: Elizabeth The Queen: The Life Of A Modern Monarch
Author: Sally Bedell Smith
Annotation: Biography of Great Britain's Queen Elizabeth II (born 1926). Covers Elizabeth's childhood, coronation, and work ethic. Includes anecdotes about palace intrigues and her relationships with family, friends, and politicians. Concludes with Elizabeth's 2012 Diamond Jubilee. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75895
Title: On a Farther Shore: the Life and Legacy of Rachel Carson
Author: William Souder
Annotation: Pulitzer Prize finalist details the life and work of conservationist and author Rachel Carson (1907-1964). Examines Carson's early years and career as a marine biologist. Assesses the impact of her writings--especially 1962's Silent Spring (DB/RC 20184)--on the environmental movement and legislative efforts to regulate pesticides. Commercial audiobook. 2012.
DB75317
Title: Dearie: The Remarkable Life Of Julia Child
Author: Bob Spitz
Annotation: Biography of Julia Child (1912-2004), who introduced America to French cooking through books and PBS shows. Examines her childhood in Pasadena, California, and her relationship with her husband Paul. Discusses the effects the social changes of the 1960s and 1970s had on the television icon. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2012.
DB76024
Title: Seward:  Lincoln's Indispensable Man
Author: Walter Stahr
Annotation: Biography of William Henry Seward (1801-1872), the Whig governor and senator from New York who served as secretary of state under Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson. Highlights Seward's accomplishments during the Civil War and afterwards, including negotiating the purchase of Alaska from Russia and pressuring France to leave Mexico. 2012.
DB74646
Title: Wild: From Lost To Found On The Pacific Crest Trail
Author: Cheryl Strayed
Annotation: Author recounts the three-month, 1,100-mile solo hike she took on a whim in 1995, after years of devastating personal losses. Describes her encounters with rattlesnakes, locals, fellow hikers, and her own thoughts during her trek from Los Angeles to Washington State on the Pacific Crest Trail. Strong language. Bestseller. 2012.
DB76065
Title: American Tapestry: The Story of the Black, White, and Multiracial Ancestors of Michelle Obama
Author: Rachel L. Swarns
Annotation: New York Times reporter presents research on First Lady Michelle Obama's roots, beginning in 1850s Georgia with enslaved teenager Melvinia--Obama's great-great-great-grandmother--and her owner, Henry Wells Shields. Traces the family tree through five generations to the White House. 2012.
DB75661
Title: Who I Am: A Memoir
Author: Pete Townshend
Annotation: Guitarist and songwriter (born 1945) chronicles the development of his interest in music, his early bands, and his work with The Who. Includes reminiscences of musicians and industry professionals Townshend collaborated with in the 1960s and 1970s. Strong language and descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75118
Title: A Man And His Ship: America's Greatest Naval Architect And His Quest To Build The SS United States
Author: Steven Ujifusa
Annotation: Historian examines the life of William Francis Gibbs (1886-1967), who designed some of the most famous ships in American naval history. Details his development of World War II Liberty ships and refitting of military ships for commercial service. Relates the creation of Gibbs's greatest achievement: the SS United States. 2012.
DB76340
Title: John Quincy Adams
Author: Harlow G. Unger
Annotation: Historian and author of John Hancock (DB 62213) examines the personal and political life of sixth American president John Quincy Adams (1767-1848). Discusses Adams's father--the second U.S. president--and the younger Adams's career as a diplomat prior to his 1825 election to the highest office. Commercial audiobook. 2012.
DB76078
Title: Rise to Greatness: Abraham Lincoln and America's Most Perilous Year
Author: Dave Von Drehle
Annotation: The author of Triangle (DB 57638) posits that 1862 was a pivotal year for the United States and for president Abraham Lincoln. Presents a month-by-month account of the political and military battles that threatened the country and discusses personal events--including the death of Lincoln's son. Commercial audiobook. 2012.
DB75658
Title: Kurt Vonnegut: Letters
Author: Kurt Vonnegut
Annotation: Collection of letters the author of "Slaughterhouse-Five" and "Cat's Cradle" among other novels wrote from the 1940s until his death in 2007. In correspondence to family, friends, and colleagues Vonnegut shares details of his life and observations on the world around him. Edited by Dan Wakefield. 2012.
BR19832
Title: Master of the Mountain: Thomas Jefferson and his Slaves
Author: Henry Wiencek
Annotation: Historian uses primary documents and archaeological research to illustrate Thomas Jefferson's changing and contradictory views on slavery, from his early emancipationist beliefs to his later reliance on human commerce to keep Monticello running. Discusses Jefferson's treatment of his slaves and the attitudes of his European and American contemporaries. 2012.
DB74545
Title: Why Be Happy When You Could Be Normal?
Author: Jeanette Winterson
Annotation: Award-winning British author highlights her lifelong search for happiness and love. Adopted by an abusive religious woman, Winterson was forced out of the house at sixteen after she fell in love with another woman. Winterson went on to obtain an Oxford education and literary success. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
DB75644
Title: Waging Heavy Peace: A Hippie Dream
Author: Neil Young
Annotation: Singer-songwriter Young (born 1945) chronicles his career, including stints with rock bands Buffalo Springfield, Crazy Horse, and Crosby, Stills, Nash, and Young. Provides vignettes of his family life and discusses people he has worked with in the music industry. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2012.
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