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DB74045
Title: Blue Nights
Author: Joan Didion
Annotation: Didion, who wrote about her husband John Gregory Dunne's death in "The Year of Magical Thinking," here focuses on her adopted daughter Quintana Roo, who died at age thirty-nine in 2005. Didion reflects on Quintana's childhood, her own role as a mother, adoption issues, and aging. Bestseller. 2011.
DB72819
Title: Bossypants
Author: Tina Fey
Annotation: Creator and star of the sitcom 30 Rock uses humor to describe her home life and career. Discusses her training in improv; celebrating her chubby phase; working on Saturday Night Live as a writer, actor, and Sarah Palin impersonator;  and dealing with breast-feeding fanatics. Strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
DB73682
Title: Steve Jobs
Author: Walter Isaacson
Annotation: Biography of entrepreneur Steve Jobs (1955-2011) chronicles his childhood, education, entry-level jobs in California's Silicon Valley, 1976 cofounding of Apple computer in his parents' garage, and leadership in spearheading the iPod, iPhone, and iPad. Discusses Jobs's personal and professional relationships and his 2003 cancer diagnosis. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
DB73318
Title: Blood, Bones, and Butter: The Inadvertent Education Of A Reluctant Chef
Author: Gabrielle Hamilton
Annotation: Memoir explores the unconventional upbringing and career of chef Gabrielle Hamilton, owner of the acclaimed New York City restaurant Prune. Describes her parents' grand outdoor feasts and Hamilton's own informal visits to overseas kitchens, freelance catering jobs, challenges of running a restaurant, and culinary relationship with her Italian mother-in-law. Bestseller. 2011.
DB74047
Title: Catherine The Great: Portrait Of A Woman
Author: Robert K. Massie
Annotation: Biography of the minor German princess who was brought to Russia by Empress Elizabeth and became Catherine the Great (1729-1796). Details her marriage to Peter III and ascendance to the throne. Highlights Catherine's modernization and expansion of the country amid court intrigue and wars. Bestseller. 2011.
DB73649
Title: Townie: A Memoir
Author: Andre Dubus III
Annotation: Novelist recalls his relationship with his famous father, a writer and professor who deserted the family to pursue a student. Recounts growing up in poverty in a small Massachusetts town and fighting his way to adulthood. Describes the reconciliation that followed Dubus senior's crippling accident. Violence and strong language. 2011.
DB72930
Title: Malcolm X: A Life Of Reinvention
Author: Manning Marable
Annotation: Biography of orator, activist, and icon Malcolm X focuses on his lifelong self-transformations. Discusses Malcolm's active -- and often controversial -- engagement in the civil rights struggle, his rupture with the Nation of Islam, his evolving vision of human liberation, 1965 assassination at age thirty-nine, and enduring legacy. Some violence and some strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
DB74362
Title: The Memory Palace
Author: Mira Bartok
Annotation: Children's book author/illustrator describes suffering from a brain injury received in a 1999 car accident when she was forty; reuniting with her mother, a homeless schizophrenic, in 2006 after a seventeen-year separation; and discovering a storage room filled with family memorabilia. National Book Critics Circle Award. 2011.
DB74516
Title: Pauline Kael: A Life in the Dark
Author: Brian Kellow
Annotation: Biography of film critic Pauline Kael (1919-2001). Covers her childhood in rural California, early years establishing herself as a writer, and 1968-1991 stint with the New Yorker. Draws on interviews with family members and close associates in the film industry. 2011.
DB74063
Title: Then Again
Author: Diane Keaton
Annotation: Award-winning actress Diane Keaton, from Annie Hall, reminisces about movie roles and lovers, including Woody Allen, Warren Beatty, and Al Pacino. Tells of becoming a single mom at fifty and discusses her own mother, who kept numerous journals before succumbing to Alzheimer's. Strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
DB74245
Title: George F. Kennan: An American Life
Author: John L. Gaddis
Annotation: Authorized biography of Kennan (1904-2005) chronicles his diplomatic career from the late 1920s into the 1960s. Emphasizes his role in creating America's strategy of containing Soviet expansion during the Cold War. Discusses the development of the atomic bomb and the ways it changed the course of history. National Book Critics Award. 2011.
DB74343
Title: Life Itself: A Memoir
Author: Robert Ebert
Annotation: Autobiography of Roger Ebert (born 1942), a Pulitzer Prize-winning film critic who worked for the Chicago Sun-Times. Highlights his early newspaper days, years of alcoholism, and family life. Discusses his relationship with colleague Gene Siskel and the cancer that robbed Ebert of his ability to eat, drink, or speak. 2011.
DB74364
Title: Van Gogh: The Life
Author: Steven Naifeh
Annotation: Biography of Dutch artist van Gogh (1853-1890) by Pulitzer Prize-winning authors. They use primary documents from the van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam to analyze his family life, work, and death at age thirty-seven -- and raise doubts that van Gogh killed himself. Co-author is Gregory White Smith. 2011.
DB72377
Title: Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother
Author: Amy Chua
Annotation: Yale law professor -- a daughter of Chinese immigrants -- describes the traditional Chinese parenting style she has used to raise her and her Jewish husband's two daughters. Not allowed to hang out with friends, the girls must get perfect grades and excel at violin or piano. Relates the successes and conflicts. Bestseller. 2011.
DB73396
Title: The Man In The Rockefeller Suit: The Astonishing Rise And Spectacular Fall Of A Serial Impostor
Author: Mark Seal
Annotation: Investigates the case of Christian Gerhartsreiter, who came to America from Germany in 1978 and adopted a series of blue-blood identities. Details Gerhartsreiter's schemes, including his last and biggest, when he posed as "Clark Rockefeller" and kidnapped his own daughter. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
DB74108
Title: Wendy And The Lost Boys: The Uncommon Life Of Wendy Wasserstein
Author: Julie Salamon
Annotation: Biography of playwright Wendy Wasserstein (1950-2006), who was the first woman to win a Tony Award. Examines Wasserstein's family, experience at the Yale School of Drama with Meryl Streep and Sigourney Weaver, friendships with gay men, and career. Some strong language. 2011.
DB73249
Title: A Widow's Story: A Memoir
Author: Joyce C. Oates
Annotation: Prolific author Oates details the unexpected death of Ray Smith, her husband of forty-six years, and her bereavement experience. Relates an overnight hospital stay that became a death vigil and discusses her struggle to face widowhood, her insomnia and reliance on prescription drugs, and the solace of her friendships. 2011.
DB73930
Title: Cocktail Hour under the Tree of Forgetfulness
Author: Alexandra Fuller
Series: Fuller Family Biography, Book 2
Annotation: Following her memoir about her African childhood, Fuller describes her Scottish mother and English father's origins and farm life in Kenya, Rhodesia, and finally Zambia. Covers multiple civil wars and highlights struggles with racism and personal tragedies. Bestseller. 2011. Sequel to "Don't Let's Go to the Dogs Tonight."
DB73697
Title: Stories I Only Tell My Friends: An Autobiography
Author: Rob Lowe
Annotation: Forty-seven-year-old actor reflects upon his career, which included roles in the movies The Outsiders and St. Elmo's Fire, and television shows The West Wing, Brothers and Sisters, and Parks and Recreation. Describes his wild younger years followed by two stable decades of marriage and fatherhood. Strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
DB75007
Title: Endgame: Bobby Fischer’s Remarkable Rise and Fall – From America’s Brightest Prodigy to the Edge of Madness
Author: Frank Brady
Annotation: Founding editor of Chess Life chronicles the life of chess prodigy Bobby Fischer (1943-2008) from his impoverished Brooklyn childhood to his death while in exile in Iceland. Describes Fischer's championships, psychological breakdowns, anti-Semitic views, and legal troubles that led to his flight abroad. 2011.
DB75053
Title: Nothing Daunted: The Unexpected Education of Two Society Girls in the West
Author: Dorothy Wickenden
Annotation: New Yorker editor documents her grandmother Dorothy Woodruff's 1916 adventure out West with her friend and fellow Smith College graduate Rosamond Underwood. Using letters the two women wrote after they became teachers in Elkhead, Colorado, and her own research, Wickenden describes everyday life among the poor Rocky Mountain homesteaders. 2011.

DB75030
Title: One Hundred Names For Love: A Stroke, A Marriage, And The Language Of Healing
Author: Diane Ackerman
Annotation: Poet and author Ackerman recounts becoming the caretaker of her husband, novelist and critic Paul West, after he suffered a stroke in 2005 that left him with impaired vision, a frozen right hand, and aphasia. Describes the unconventional approach she tried when traditional therapies didn't work. 2011.
DB74439
Title: The Boy In The Moon: A Father's Journey To Understand His Extraordinary Son
Author: Ian Brown
Annotation: Award-winning journalist candidly recounts his relationship with his son Walker, who was born with cardiofaciocutaneous syndrome (CFC), a rare genetic mutation. Discusses raising Walker at home and the heart-rending decision to place teenaged Walker in a care facility. Reflects on the value of human life. Some strong language. 2009.
BR19540
Title: Branch Rickey
Author: Jimmy Breslin
Annotation: Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist's biography of Brooklyn Dodgers manager Branch Rickey (1881-1965), who integrated major league baseball when he signed African American player Jackie Robinson in 1947. Also describes Rickey's invention of the farm system. Some strong language. 2011.
DB74802
Title: Ethan Allen: His Life and Times
Author: Willard S. Randall
Annotation: Biography of Revolutionary War hero Ethan Allen (1738-1789) of Vermont highlights colonial frontier life, religious turmoil, land speculation, and guerilla warfare. Describes Allen's capture of New York's Fort Ticonderoga -- which he accomplished without firing a shot -- and the inhumane treatment Allen endured as a British prisoner of war. 2011.
DB73789
Title: Happy Accidents
Author: Jane Lynch
Annotation: Actress, who won an Emmy in 2010 for her role as coach Sue Sylvester in television's Glee, discusses stumbling blocks -- including drinking and anxiety -- and lucky breaks she has encountered on her path to fame. Describes coming to terms with her sexual orientation and meeting her wife. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
DB73911
Title: The Invisible Line: Three American Families And The Secret Journey From Black To White
Author: Daniel J. Sharfstein
Annotation: Traces three diverse Southern families with African ancestry who chose to pass as white during different periods of U.S. history. Researches the Gibsons, South Carolina landowners; the Spencers, Appalachian farmers; and the Walls, part of the Washington, D.C., middle class. 2011.
DB74038
Title: Jacqueline Kennedy: Historic Conversations On Life With John F. Kennedy, Interviews With Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., 1964
Author: Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis
Annotation: Oral history project by former First Lady offers firsthand accounts of and personal insight into the private and public life of her late husband, John F. Kennedy. Includes the original recordings of the 1964 interviews conducted by Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Arthur Schlesinger Jr. Foreword by Caroline Kennedy, introduction and annotations by Michael Beschloss. Bestseller. 2011.
DB73116
Title: A Singular Woman: The Untold Story Of Barack Obama's Mother
Author: Janny Scott
Annotation: New York Times reporter chronicles the life of Stanley Ann Dunham (1942-1995), mother of U.S. president Barack Obama. Discusses her American ancestry, two interracial marriages in the 1960s and 70s, role as a single working mother of two biracial children, and field work in Indonesia as an anthropologist. Bestseller. 2011.
DB74339
Title: Sleeping With The Enemy: Coco Chanel's Secret War
Author: Hal Vaughan
Annotation: American diplomat and foreign correspondent uses overseas archives to document French fashion designer Coco Chanel's collaboration with the Nazis during World War II. Discusses Chanel's childhood; emergence on the social scene as a couture, perfume maker, and mistress of titled men; anti-Semitism; and involvement with the Nazi Schutzstaffel (SS). 2011.
DB74632
Title: Clarence Darrow: Attorney For The Damned
Author: John A. Farrell
Annotation: Chronicles the personal and professional life of Darrow (1857-1938), the Chicago railroad lawyer who at age thirty-six became a defender of progressive causes. Highlights Darrow's role as defense attorney in the 1910 Los Angeles Times bombing, the 1924 Leopold and Loeb child-murder case, and the 1925 Scopes "monkey" trial. 2011.
DB73319
Title: Does The Noise In My Head Bother You?: A Rock 'n' Roll Memoir
Author: Steven Tyler
Annotation: Aerosmith lead singer and American Idol judge, born in 1948, reminisces about his childhood in the Bronx as the son of a classical pianist, early musical career, and the rise and fall of the band that made him a rock star. Strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
DB73665
Title: The Dressmaker Of Khair Khana: Five Sisters, One Remarkable Family, And The Woman Who Risked Everything To Keep Them Safe
Author: Gayle Tzemach Lemmon
Annotation: Former ABC News journalist recounts her trip to Afghanistan in 2005 to study the role of women entrepreneurs in war zones. Describes meeting Kamila Sidiqi, a schoolteacher who was forced to remain home during the Taliban's rule and sewed and sold clothes to feed her family. 2011.
DB74122
Title: The Heart And The Fist: The Education Of A Humanitarian, The Making Of A Navy SEAL
Author: Eric Greitens
Annotation: Eric Greitens recounts his personal odyssey from humanitarian to soldier. Relates studying the history of humanitarianism as a Rhodes scholar, working with genocide survivors as a volunteer, and joining the Navy SEALs to make a difference. Some violence and some strong language. 2011.
DB74046
Title: Is Everyone Hanging Out Without Me? (and Other Concerns)
Author: Mindy Kaling
Annotation: Known for her role as Kelly Kapoor on television's The Office -- and her Emmy-nominated writing for the show -- Kaling expands on her blog and tweets with tidbits about sitcom life, her "normal American woman" body type, fashion faux pas, and her eleven favorite moments in comedy. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
DB73954
Title: Jack Kennedy: Elusive Hero
Author: Christopher Matthews
Annotation: Author draws on interviews, oral histories, and correspondence to explore personal and professional details of John F. Kennedy's life. Discusses Kennedy's persistent ill health, foray into politics at age twenty-eight, and the notion of Camelot. Bestseller. 2011.
DB73316
Title: SEAL Team Six: Memoirs Of An Elite Navy SEAL Sniper
Author: Howard E. Wasdin
Annotation: Wasdin, a former Navy SEAL Team Six sniper, chronicles his training and war experiences, including special operations during Desert Storm. Details the mission that almost cost him his life -- the 1993 Battle of Mogadishu in Somalia, the basis for the 2001 movie Black Hawk Down. Bestseller. 2011.
DB75337
Title: Stan Musial: An American Life
Author: George Vecsey
Annotation:  New York Times sports columnist chronicles the life and career of St. Louis Cardinals slugger and Hall of Famer Stan Musial (born 1920). Highlights "Stan the Man's" Donora, Pennsylvania, childhood and his onfield success despite being overshadowed in the media by his flamboyant contemporaries Joe DiMaggio and Ted Williams. 2011.

DB73692
Title: A Stolen Life: A Memoir
Author: Jaycee Dugard
Annotation: The author describes her 1991 abduction at age eleven by parolee Phillip Garrido and his wife. Recounts her eighteen years of captivity, during which she endured sexual abuse and raised two daughters, and her 2009 discovery and rescue. Strong language, explicit descriptions of sex, and some violence. Bestseller.  2011.
DB73458
Title: Through My Eyes
Author: Tim Tebow
Annotation: Autobiography of former University of Florida quarterback who won the Heisman Trophy his sophomore year in 2007. Highlights his religious upbringing on a working family farm and homeschooling with dyslexia. Describes his experience as a missionary in the Philippines and being Denver's 2010 first-round NFL draft pick. Bestseller. Co-author is Nathan Whitaker. 2011.
DB74203
Title: The Triple Agent: the al-Qaeda Mole Who Infiltrated the CIA
Author: Joby Warnick
Annotation: Pulitzer Prize-winning Washington Post journalist details the December 30, 2009, gathering in Khost, Afghanistan, of CIA and U.S. military officials and Pakistani and Afghani operatives to meet Jordanian pediatrician and spy Humam Khalil al-Balawi. Relates Balawi's subsequent suicide bombing, which killed himself and seven CIA personnel. 2011.
DB73165
Title: Wild Bill Donovan: The Spymaster Who Created The OSS And Modern American Espionage
Author: Douglas C. Waller
Annotation: Biography of William J. Donovan (1883-1959), a World War I hero and attorney whom President Franklin Roosevelt tasked with forming a civilian intelligence agency in 1941. Describes spy operations of the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) during World War II and the agency's feud with the FBI. 2011.
DB73893
Title: Chinaberry Sidewalks
Author: Rodney Crowell
Annotation: Autobiography of Grammy Award-winning singer/songwriter Crowell (born 1950) evokes his hardscrabble Texas upbringing by volatile parents. Details the relationship between his epileptic, Pentecostal mother and alcoholic, honky-tonk father. Recounts the start of his own career and discusses his marriage to Rosanne Cash. Strong language and some violence. 2011.
DB74634
Title: A Covert Affair: Julia Child and Paul Child in the OSS
Author: Jennet Conant
Annotation: Portrait of Office of Strategic Services (OSS) members Jane Foster, Julia McWilliams, and Julia's then-future husband Paul Child. Describes their World War II service in the Far East and the investigation of Jane and interrogation of Paul during Senator Joseph McCarthy's crusade against communism in the 1950s. 2011.
DB74433
Title: Drama: An Actor's Education
Author: John Lithgow
Annotation: Autobiography of award-winning TV, stage, and big-screen star John Lithgow (born 1945). Traces the influence of Lithgow's father, who was an actor and director himself. Recalls Lithgow's student days at Harvard and in England, his start in movies, and his life in New York City. Some strong language. 2011.
DB74277
Title: The Garner Files
Author: James Garner
Annotation: Actor, born James Scott Bumgarner in 1928 into a hardscrabble Oklahoma life, recounts his reluctant route to stardom. Discusses his television shows, including Maverick and The Rockford Files, and movies such as The Great Escape, Support Your Local Sheriff, and The Notebook. Some strong language. 2011.
DB74289
Title: Harold: The Boy Who Became Mark Twain
Author: Hal Holbrook
Annotation: Actor Holbrook (born 1925) recalls the first thirty-four years of his life, covering abandonment by his parents, the death of his custodial grandfather, and his World War II service. Discusses his marriage to Canadian actress Ruby Johnston and his start in show business, including his portrayal of Mark Twain. 2011.
LT10032, DB73334
Title: If You Ask Me: (and Of Course You Won't)
Author: Betty White
Annotation: Eighty-nine-year-old award-winning actress from The Mary Tyler Moore Show, The Golden Girls, and Hot in Cleveland comments on aging and friendships. Discusses her love of animals and continuing popularity, as evidenced by her hosting Saturday Night Live and starring in a Super Bowl commercial in 2010. Bestseller. 2011.
DB74349
Title: My Lucky Life In And Out Of Show Business: A Memoir
Author: Dick Van Dyke
Annotation: Eighty-four-year-old Van Dyke examines his successful acting career, which included movies Mary Poppins and Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and his sitcom The Dick Van Dyke Show. The father of four also recounts dealing with his alcoholism and leaving his childhood sweetheart for his agent's secretary. 2011.
BR19454, DB73955
Title: Nearing Home: Life, Faith, And Finishing Well
Author: Billy Graham
Annotation: Ninety-three-year-old evangelist, whose wife Ruth died in 2007, uses his personal experience of aging to illustrate ways to achieve spiritual growth while facing life's transitions. Discusses retirement, health, and grief and suggests viewing one's latter years from God's perspective. Bestseller. 2011.
DB73694
Title: Nerd Do Well: A Small Boy's Journey To Becoming A Big Kid
Author: Simon Pegg
Annotation: Autobiography of comedic actor and writer known for his roles in Shaun of the Dead, Hot Fuzz, Star Trek, and Paul. Discusses his lifetime obsession with science fiction and his friendship with fellow actor Nick Frost. Some strong language and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2010.
DB74052
Title: No Higher Honor: A Memoir Of My Years In Washington
Author: Condoleeza Rice
Annotation: Condeleeza Rice, a former U.S. national security advisor and secretary of state, gives her perspectives on political, diplomatic, and security issues during the George W. Bush administration. Discusses the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, and the wars they triggered, American foreign policy issues, and other events. Bestseller. 2011.
DB73279
Title: The Pioneer Woman: Black Heels To Tractor Wheels -- a Love Story
Author: Ree Drummond
Annotation: Blogger of the site www.ThePioneerWoman.com and author of "The Pioneer Woman Cooks" describes meeting her husband. Relates returning home to Oklahoma after college in Los Angeles and encountering the down-to-earth cattle rancher, whom she calls the Marlboro Man, and falling in love. 2011.
DB74931
Title: Radio Shangri-la: What I Learned In The Happiest Kingdom On Earth
Author: Lisa Napoli
Annotation: Journalist recounts her midlife crisis in Los Angeles and decision to seek change. Describes moving to Bhutan in 2006; volunteering at the country's first radio station, Kuzoo FM 90; and encountering a society that measures its GNH (Gross National Happiness). Some descriptions of sex. 2010.
DB73788
Title: Seriously . . . I'm Kidding
Author: Ellen Degeneres
Annotation: Comedienne and talk-show host shares her views on the amount of talking required in her profession; the benefits of meditating, stretching, and making pros and cons lists; her uncomfortable stint as an American Idol judge; and other topics. Bestseller. 2011.
DB74020
Title: Until Tuesday: A Wounded Warrior And The Golden Retriever Who Saved Him
Author: Luis Carlos Montalvan
Annotation: Former army captain recalls returning stateside with numerous physical injuries -- including traumatic brain injury -- and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) after two tours in Iraq. Describes acquiring a service dog named Tuesday and ways the canine helped him recover. 2011.
DB74409
Title: The Wizard Of Lies: Bernie Madoff And The Death Of Trust
Author: Diana B. Henriques
Annotation: Drawing from interviews she had with the imprisoned Wall Street financier, New York Times reporter Henriques explains how Bernie Madoff executed the decades-long Ponzi scheme that swindled investors out of more than $65 billion until his 2008 arrest. Also provides details from various lawsuits and government investigations. 2011.
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