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DB/RC69795

Title:  Zeitoun

Author:  Dave Eggers

Annotation:  Describes the experiences of the owner of a New Orleans house-painting business during the 2005 Katrina hurricane and flood. Recounts the fleeing of Syrian American Abdulrahman Zeitoun's wife and children, Zeitoun's decision to stay and help neighbors and clients, and his consequently inexplicable imprisonment and inability to contact family. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC70207
Title:  Lit

Author:  Mary Karr

Series:  Mary Karr Memoir, Book 3

Annotation:  This third installment of Karr's memoirs describes her post-high school days -- college, marriage, young motherhood, and divorce -- and the alcoholism and recovery that shaped them. Strong language. 2009. Sequel to "Cherry."
LT9202, DB/RC69574
Title:  Strength in What Remains

Author:  Tracy Kidder

Annotation:  Biography of medical student Deo, who fled from genocide in Burundi to New York City in 1994 and continued his studies despite homelessness and poverty. Describes Deo's eventual establishment of an African medical clinic with the help of Paul Farmer, the founder of Partners in Health. Violence. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC69273
Title:  Cheever: A Life

Author:  Blake Bailey

Annotation:  Literary biography of Pulitzer Prize-winning author John Cheever (1912-1982) portrays his struggles with alcoholism, sexuality, marriage, family matters, and writing short stories for the New Yorker. Delves into the details of his life and career in chronological progression. Some strong language. 2009.
DB70495
Title:  First Tycoon: The Epic Life of Cornelius Vanderbilt

Author:  T. J. Stiles

Annotation:  Chronicles the life of Cornelius Vanderbilt (1794-1877) in the context of America's transition from an agricultural society to an industrial economy. Highlights Vanderbilt's rise from boatman to railroad entrepreneur, his efforts to promote national reconciliation with the postbellum South, and his family life. National Book Award. 2009.
DB70741
Title:  Flannery: A Life of Flannery O’Connor

Author:  Brad Gooch

Annotation:  Literary biography of Georgia novelist and short-story writer Flannery O'Connor (1925-1964), whose career was shaped by her being diagnosed with lupus at age twenty-six. Discusses her influential friendships, Catholic faith, and determination to write -- despite her illness. 2009.
DB/RC69799
Title:  Manhood for Amateurs: The Pleasures and Regrets of a Husband, Father, and Son

Author:  Michael Chabon

Annotation:  Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay (RC 50950) pens autobiographical essays about his evolution into manhood. Explores his roles of son, brother, husband, and father. Reminisces about his childhood adventures and his influence on the lives of his four children. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2009.
DB70879
Title:  Ayn Rand and the World She Made

Author:  Anne C. Heller

Annotation:  Biography of novelist Ayn Rand, who was born Alissa Rosenbaum in 1905 Russia. Chronicles her childhood and 1926 immigration to America. Recounts Rand's development of objectivism -- an anticollectivist philosophy promoting free-market capitalism and the pursuit of self-interest -- and describes her cult following. 2009.
DB/RC69762
Title:  The Wilderness Warrior:  Theodore Roosevelt and the Crusade for America
Author:  Douglas G. Brinkley

Annotation:  Award-winning historian evaluates efforts of President Theodore Roosevelt (1858-1919) to preserve America's natural environment. Describes Roosevelt's success in creating forest, game, and bird reserves; national parks and monuments; and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's National Refuge System. Highlights influences of John James Audubon, Charles Darwin, and John Muir. 2009.
DB/RC70076

Title:  Open:  An Autobiography

Author:  Andre Agassi

Annotation:  Tennis great details moments from the career he secretly despised. He also discusses his childhood and domineering father, his brief marriage to actress Brooke Shields, his use of methamphetamine, and the family he started with his second wife, tennis star Steffi Graf. Strong language. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC69502
Title:  Losing Mum and Pup: A Memoir

Author:  Christopher Buckley

Annotation:  Novelist and only child Christopher Buckley writes of the emotional turmoil of losing his parents -- iconic conservative writer William F. Buckley and socialite Patricia Taylor Buckley -- who died within ten months of each other. Recounts the events of that last year and pays tribute to his parents' strong personalities. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC69153
Title:  A Strange, Eventful History: The Dramatic Lives of Ellen Terry, Henry Irving, and Their Remarkable Families

Author:  Michael Holroyd

Annotation:  Prizewinning biographer chronicles the lives of famed British actors Ellen Terry (1847-1928) and Henry Irving (1838-1905). Highlights career successes that took a toll on their families. Speculates on a personal relationship and discusses their respective children, including Terry's feminist daughter Edy and son Edward and Irving's actor sons. 2008.
BR18485, DB/RC69538
Title:  True Compass: A Memoir

Author:  Edward M. Kennedy

Annotation:  Autobiography of the Democratic senator from Massachusetts, Ted Kennedy (1932-2009). Reminisces about his family, childhood, education, marriages, and five decades in politics. Discusses the assassinations of his brothers John and Bobby, the 1969 car accident at Chappaquiddick, and his battle with terminal brain cancer. Bestseller.  2009.
DB/RC69786
Title:  Gabriel Garcia Marquez: A Life

Author:  Gerald Martin

Annotation:  Official biography of the 1982 Nobel Prize-winning writer. Highlights Marquez's early years (born 1927 in Colombia) and his political and literary friendships, social activism, and writing style. Discusses the influence of his private life on his novels, such as "One Hundred Years of Solitude." Some strong language. 2008.  Also available in Spanish.

DB/RC69547
Title:  Satchel: The Life and Times of an American Legend
Author:  Larry Tye

Annotation:  Portrays the personality and career of Baseball Hall of Fame pitcher Satchel Paige (1906-1982). Chronicles Paige's time in the Negro leagues, his 1948 signing to the major league Cleveland Indians, and the prevailing racial segregation in America. 2009.
DB/RC69695
Title:  Where Men Win Glory:  The Odyssey of Pat Tillman

Author:  Jon Krakauer

Annotation:  Chronicles the life of professional football player Pat Tillman, who enlisted in the U.S. Army after 9/11. Discusses the circumstances that led to Tillman's 2004 death in Afghanistan by friendly fire and the army's misrepresentation of the incident. Violence and strong language. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC69003
Title:  A. Lincoln: A Biography

Author:  Ronald C. White Jr.

Annotation:  Chronological narrative of President Abraham Lincoln's life describing the influence of his stepmother Sarah, his political rise in Illinois, and his election campaigns. White, a fellow at the Huntington Library, uses primary sources to offer insight into Lincoln's moral and intellectual thinking. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC70440
Title:  The Clinton Tapes: Wrestling History with the President

Author:  Taylor Branch

Annotation:  Pulitzer Prize-winning historian's reflections about his recorded conversations with former U.S. president Bill Clinton provide insight into Clinton's personal and political life. Topics covered include health-care reform, domestic and international affairs, impeachment, the death of Clinton's mother, and Al Gore's defeat in the 2000 election. 2009.
DB/RC70442
Title:  American on Purpose: The Improbable Adventures of an Unlikely Patriot

Author:  Craig Ferguson

Annotation:  Television host of CBS's The Late Late Show reflects on his obsession with America and his decision to become a citizen. Describes his rough upbringing in Scotland; innumerable jobs, including stints as a punk rocker and construction worker; struggle with alcoholism, and eventual success as a comedian. Strong language. 2009.
DB/RC69892
Title:  Bicycle Diaries

Author:  David Byrne

Annotation:  Musician and visual artist David Byrne offers observations and insights he made from his bicycle while exploring major world cities. Explains his preference for using bikes to navigate his home city of New York and to investigate Berlin, Buenos Aires, Manila, Sydney, London, and San Francisco. 2009.
DB/RC69509
Title:  Crazy for the Storm: A Memoir of Survival

Author:  Normal Ollestad

Annotation:  Author describes being the lone survivor of a small-airplane mountaintop crash in 1979 when he was eleven. Vignettes from his childhood with a father who pushed extreme sports explain his having the stamina necessary to make it down the mountain alone. Strong language and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2009.
DB71283
Title:  Mennonite in a Little Black Dress: A Memoir of Going Home

Author:  Rhoda Janzen

Annotation:  Poet and professor describes one week during which her bipolar husband of fifteen years left her -- for a man -- and she was badly injured in a car accident. Having recovered with her Mennonite family, she good-humoredly discusses their culture and her experience. Some strong language and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2009.
LT8881
Title:  Abigail Adams

Author:  Woody Holton

Annotation:  Biography of the wife of John Adams, reinterpreting her life story and that of women's roles in the creation of the United States. 2009.
DB/RC68614
Title:  Angels and Ages: A Short Book about Darwin, Lincoln, and Modern Life

Author:  Adam Gopnik

Annotation:  Writer from the New Yorker pens a dual biography of Charles Darwin and Abraham Lincoln -- both born on February 12, 1809 -- and analyzes their influence on society. Posits that Lincoln's speeches and Darwin's writings assisted in the spread of new ideas. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC69326
Title: The Art of Making Money: The Story of a Master Counterfeiter

Author:  Jason Kersten

Annotation:  Biography of Art Williams, born in 1972 in Chicago, whose father abandoned the family and whose mother was bipolar. Describes Williams learning counterfeiting from an old hand and printing millions for fourteen years until the Secret Service caught him. Strong language, some violence, and some descriptions of sex. Commercial audiobook. 2009.
DB/RC70463
Title:  Camus, A Romance

Author:  Elizabeth Hawes

Annotation:  Author relates her years of passionate and prolonged research on Albert Camus (1913-1960), the 1957 Nobel Laureate. Combines biography and literary criticism to portray the complex philosophic writer who grew up in North Africa, later moved to France, battled with tuberculosis, enjoyed women, and feuded with Jean-Paul Sartre. 2009.
DB/RC69767
Title:  Go Down Together: The True, Untold Story of Bonnie and Clyde

Author:  Jeff Guin

Annotation:  Using two unpublished manuscripts and other sources, the author details the lives of outlaws Clyde Barrow and Bonnie Parker -- a portrayal different from the glamorous depiction provided by movies and the press. Describes the lovers as inept, homeless crooks from the Dallas slums who both suffered from injuries. 2009.
DB/RC69880
Title:  Hiding Man: A Biography of Donald Barthelme

Author:  Tracy Daugherty

Annotation:  Biography of twentieth-century author Donald Barthelme (1931-1989), son of a Houston architect, whose brothers Frederick and Steven also became writers. Discusses Barthelme's personal life, including four marriages, alcoholism, and depression; and literary life -- he became well-known for short stories published in the New Yorker and for "literary politicking" in PEN. 2009.
DB/RC70103
Title:  Last Words

Author:  George Carlin

Annotation:  Memoir of the late stand-up comedian, who died in 2008 at the age of seventy-one. Discusses Carlin's long-running, often-controversial stage, television, and recording acts. Details his family life, time on the road, and fifty-four-year-long high that he says ended a decade before his death. Strong language. Bestseller. 2009.
LT9174, DB/RC69075
Title:  Paul Newman: A Life

Author:  Shawn Levy

Annotation:  Chronicles the sixty-year career of leading man Paul Newman (1925-2008), whose work included fifty-eight movies, five Broadway plays, and ten Oscar nominations. Also discusses his race-car driving, camps for ill children, fifty-year second marriage to actress Joanne Woodward, children from both marriages, and battle with cancer. 2009.
DB/RC70269
Title:  Traveling with Pomegranates: A Mother-Daughter Story

Author:  Sue M. Kidd

Annotation:  The author and her twenty-two-year-old daughter Ann recall their literal and spiritual journeys as they traveled through Greece and France in 1998, and again in 2000. Sue describes her struggles with aging and college grad Ann's struggles with depression. 2009.
DB/RC69894
Title:  Up From History: The Life of Booker T. Washington

Author:  Robert J. Norrell

Annotation:  Revisionist portrait of African American educator Booker T. Washington (1856-1915), subject of the autobiography "Up from Slavery." Focuses on Washington's founding of the Tuskegee Institute and efforts to reduce racial tensions by practical methods that drew criticism during his lifetime and posthumously from both blacks and whites. 2009.
DB/RC68610
Title:  The Yankee Years

Author:  Joe Torre

Annotation:  Torre's take on managing baseball's New York Yankees from 1996-2007, achieving six American League pennants and four World Series championships. Torre describes crucial games, steroid abuse, his relationships with superstars Derek Jeter and Alex Rodriguez, and disagreements with owner George Steinbrenner and the front office. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC69578
Title:  The Accidental Billionaires: The Founding of Facebook, a Tale of Sex, Money, Genius, and Betrayal

Author:  Ben Mezrich

Annotation:  Chronicles the invention of the Facebook social-networking computer web site by Harvard students Mark Zuckerberg and Eduardo Saverin. Describes Zuckerberg's use of the university's database and legal problems with a rival site. Strong language and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC69891
Title:  The Bard: Robert Burns, A Biography

Author:  Robert Crawford

Annotation:  Scottish professor portrays the life, loves, struggles, and writing of Scotland's great national poet Robert Burns (1759-1796). Discusses his humble birth, self-education, political attitudes, and gift for language as evidenced in his poems, songs, and letters. Analyzes Burns's work in the context of his experiences and thinking. 2009.
BR18281, DB/RC68756
Title:  Hands of My Father: A Hearing Boy, His Deaf Parents, and the Language of Love

Author:  Myron Uhlberg

Annotation:  Children's book author Uhlberg describes his childhood in 1930s and 1940s Brooklyn with two deaf parents and a hearing but epileptic younger brother. He recounts dealing with his sometimes uncomfortable role as an interpreter and with the looks of curiosity and shock from strangers. Some strong language. 2008.
BR18519, DB/RC69543
Title:  Harry Truman’s Excellent Adventure: The True Story of a Great American Road Trip

Author:  Matthew Algeo

Annotation:  Author retraces the 1953 2,500-mile cross-country road trip of Harry and Bess Truman. Describes the Trumans' post-presidential life in Missouri, when they lived on Harry's army pension, and provides first-person accounts of the original journey. 2009.
DB/RC69391
Title:  Home Game: An Accidental Guide to Fatherhood

Author:  Michael Lewis

Annotation:  Author of a number of books pens a memoir of his personal experience of fatherhood. Details the first year of each of his three children's lives and his emotional responses to various situations. Commercial audiobook. 2009.
BR18591, DB/RC69557
Title:  Homer’s Odyssey: A Fearless Feline Tale, or How I Learned About Love and Life With a Blind Wonder Cat

Author:  Gwen Cooper

Annotation:  Author describes adopting Homer, a small abandoned kitten whose infected eyes were surgically removed. Details the adventures of spunky, active Homer over the next dozen years -- living with two other cats in New York apartments, surviving 9/11, and endearing himself to everyone he met including (eventually) the author's future husband. 2009.
BR18814, DB70847
Title:  The Invention of Air: A Story of Science, Faith, Revolution, and the Birth of America

Author:  Steven Johnson

Annotation:  Biography of British chemist and ordained minister Joseph Priestley (1733-1804) discusses his contributions to natural philosophy, science, religion, and politics. Describes Priestley's relationships with Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and other Americans and highlights his discovery of oxygen. 2008.
DB/RC68878
Title:  Last Lion: The Fall and Rise of Ted Kennedy

Author:  Peter S. Canellos

Annotation:  Boston Globe reporters examine the life and career of U.S. senator from Massachusetts Ted Kennedy, scion of a political dynasty. Details Kennedy-family tragedies; his liberal-Democratic ideals; and his personal affairs, including two marriages, a 1969 car accident that halted his presidential ambitions, and 2008 treatment for a brain tumor. 2009.
DB/RC68773
Title:  Mrs. Woolf and the Servants: An Intimate History of Domestic Life in Bloomsbury

Author:  Alison Light

Annotation:  Examines the relationship between British intellectual Virginia Woolf (1882-1941) and her practical-minded but dependent household help -- from her childhood through her Bloomsbury period and marriage. Discusses Woolf's complicated feelings about domestic servants in the context of England's social upheavals and the early feminist movement. 2008.
DB/RC69691
Title:  Official Book Club Selection: A Memoir According to Kathy Griffin

Author:  Kathy Griffin

Annotation:  Comic uses her trademark off-color, name-dropping humor to gossip about her personal life and career. Discusses her successful television roles as a sidekick in the sitcom Suddenly Susan and as the star of the Emmy Award-winning reality show Kathy Griffin: My Life on the D-List. Strong language. Bestseller. 2009.
DB/RC70550
Title:  Thank Heaven: A Memoir

Author:  Leslie Caron

Annotation:  Autobiography of actress Leslie Caron, born in France in 1931. Caron reminisces about her wealthy upbringing, the war years, and her early work as a ballerina before describing her decades-long career as a Hollywood actress. Includes details of Caron's intimate relationships and struggle with alcoholism and depression. 2009.
LT9170, DB/RC70193
Title:  Undress Me in the Temple of Heaven

Author:  Susan Jane Gilman

Annotation:  Memoir of a 1986 backpack trip in China by two naive American college girls reveals the perils and pitfalls of travel. Recalls humorous and horrifying incidents of culture clash and the helpfulness of strangers when Susan's friend Claire experiences an emotional collapse six weeks into the trip. Strong language. 2009.
DB/RC69234
Title:  The Unforgiving Minute: A Soldier’s Education

Author:  Craig M. Mullaney

Annotation:  Memoir of United States Army captain Craig Mullaney recalls his education at West Point, in Ranger School, and at Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar and describes his experience leading men into combat in Afghanistan. Also discusses his family and personal life. Some violence and some strong language. 2009.
DB/RC68910
Title:  The Woman Behind the New Deal: The Life of Frances Perkins, FDR’s Secretary of Labor and His Moral Conscience

Author:  Kirstin Downey

Annotation:  Biography of Frances Perkins (1880-1965), Franklin D. Roosevelt's labor secretary, highlights her contribution to the establishment of social reforms that mitigated the effects of the Great Depression. Uses archives to highlight Perkins's development of Social Security, fair labor practices, the minimum wage, and other federal programs. 2009.
DB/RC69268
Title:  Yogi Berra: Eternal Yankee

Author:  Allen Barra

Annotation:  Biography of New York Yankees catcher Lawrence "Yogi" Berra (born 1925 in St. Louis). Chronicles Berra's career, which began after he dropped out of school in eighth grade. Describes his 1946 signing by the Yankees and subsequent success, including five consecutive World Series and stints as manager and coach. 2009.
(Updated by Rachel Bussan on 1/31/2011)
