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DB75725
Title: Iron Curtain: the Crushing of Eastern Europe, 1944-1956
Author: Anne Applebaum
Annotation: Describes the coercion of the post-World War II Soviet Union in turning Eastern European countries into communist regimes. Focuses on Poland, Hungary, and East Germany and the tactics used to keep native populations under control. Violence. National Book Award Finalist. 2012.
BR19681, DB75680
Title: Homo Mysterious: Evolutionary Puzzles of Human Nature
Author: David P. Barash
Annotation: Professor of psychology and biology examines the scientific reasons behind evolutionary mysteries of human culture. Explores possible reasons for homosexuality, unannounced ovulation, and menopause, as well as the need for religion, art, and sexuality. 2012.
DB76150
Title: American Antislavery Writings: Colonial Beginnings to Emancipation
Editor: James G. Basker
Annotation: More than two hundred works in various literary forms chronicle slavery opposition from 1688 to 1865. Includes writing by Benjamin Franklin, Phillis Wheatley, and Olaudah Equiano in the eighteenth century and Frederick Douglass, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and former slaves in the nineteenth century. Some violence and some strong language. 2012.
DB76262
Title: 38 Nooses: Lincoln, Little Crow, and the Beginning of the Frontier’s End
Author: Scott W. Berg
Annotation: Chronicles the Dakota War of 1862, which began when Sioux Indians attacked settlers on the Minnesota frontier. Recounts President Lincoln's orders to General John Pope to put down the insurrection and the hanging of thirty-eight warriors despite appeals by former hostage Sarah Wakefield and an Episcopal priest. Violence. 2012.
DB74845
Title: Manhunt: The Ten-year Search For Bin Laden From 911 To Abbottabad
Author: Peter L. Bergen
Annotation: CNN's national security analyst, who interviewed Osama bin Laden in 1997, chronicles the terrorist leader's movements from September 11, 2001, until his May 2011 death at the hands of U.S. Navy SEALS in Pakistan. Highlights the decade-long hunt, the successful final mission, and the implications for al-Qaeda. Violence. 2012.
DB75336
Title: Visit Sunny Chernobyl: And Other Adventures In The World's Most Polluted Places
Author: Andrew Blackwell
Annotation: Journalist/filmmaker vacations in seven polluted places, including Chernobyl, site of the 1986 Ukrainian nuclear disaster; Alberta, home of Canada's oil-sand mines; and India, where the Yamuna river is full of sewage and industrial runoff. Describes the environmental devastation and discusses the motivations of polluters and activists. Some strong language. 2012.
DB76479
Title: The Color of Christ: The Son of God and the Saga of Race in America
Author: Edward J. Blum
Annotation: Historians Blum and Harvey examine the various physical images of Jesus in America from the Puritans to the twenty-first century. They discuss the European white Catholic portrayal versus that of Native and African Americans and explore cultural and political influences on depictions of Christ. Some strong language. Commercial audiobook. 2012.
DB74457
Title: Behind The Beautiful Forevers
Author: Katherine Boo
Annotation: Pulitzer Prize-winning writer's 2007-2011 observations of the inhabitants of Annawadi, a slum surrounding the luxury hotels at the Mumbai, India, airport. Portrays the lives of disadvantaged families who battle hunger and disease and describes India's political and religious tensions and police corruption. Violence and strong language. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75985
Title: America's Great Debate:  Henry Clay, Stephen A. Douglas, And The Compromise That Preserved The Union
Author: Fergus M. Bordewich
Annotation: Chronicles the Compromise of 1850, which defused regional conflicts over slavery and delayed the Civil War for a decade. Discusses the effects that the Mexican-American War and the discovery of gold in California had on the debate over whether new states and territories should be slave or free. 2012.
DB75807
Title: The Finish: the Killing of Osama Bin Laden
Author: Mark Bowden
Annotation: Author of Black Hawk Down (DB/RC 48028) explains the ways that technology and social media helped locate Osama bin Laden. Discusses President Obama's decision to authorize the Navy SEAL raid in Abbottabad, Pakistan, that killed the terrorist leader in 2011. Commercial audiobook. 2012.
DB75619
Title: Daring Greatly: How the Courage to be Vulnerable Transforms the Way We Live, Love, Parent and Lead
Author: Brene Brown
Annotation: Professor of social work encourages others to embrace vulnerability and imperfection to fully engage in life. Discusses eliminating blame and shame and illustrates ways to overcome negative emotions. Some strong language. Bestseller. Commercial audiobook. 2012.
DB75268
Title: Hello Goodbye Hello: A Circle Of 101 Remarkable Meetings
Author: Craig Brown
Annotation: British humorist presents linked celebrity encounters, including Mark Twain and Helen Keller in 1909, Helen Keller and Martha Graham in 1952, and Martha Graham and Madonna in 1978. Describes the various interactions such as Truman Capote and Peggy Lee singing together in an L.A. restaurant. Some strong language. 2011.
DB75561
Title: How Music Works
Author: David Byrne
Annotation: Former Talking Heads frontman and Grammy and Oscar winner examines the forces that influence the creation of music. Analyzes technology, business practices, and the art of performance, and explores music's effect on human culture. Bestseller. 2012.
DB74307
Title: Quiet: The Power Of Introverts In A World That Can't Stop Talking
Author: Susan Cain
Annotation: Author explores introversion from a cultural point of view. Posits that as many as half of Americans are introverts, even as society promotes what she calls the "extrovert ideal." Examines the differences between the two personality types. Suggests ways to nurture "quiet" children. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75959
Title: Grit Lit: a Rough South Reader
Editor: Brian Carpenter
Annotation: Collection of twenty-eight previously published works, memoirs and fiction that showcase life in the American South -- without romanticism. In an excerpt from "A Childhood: The Biography of a Place", Harry Crews reminisces about his Georgia birthplace. In Pinckney Benedict's "Pit" a dog fight ends in murder. Violence and strong language. 2012.
BR19799, DB75993
Title: The Particle at the End of the Universe: How the Hunt for the Higgs Boson Leads Us to the Edge of a New World
Author: Sean M. Carroll
Annotation: Theoretical physicist explains the research involved in and the potential impact of the 2012 discovery of the Higgs boson, also known as the God particle, that gives particles their mass. Details the role of engineers, theorists, and experimentalists. 2012.
DB76169
Title: The Mindful Carnivore: A Vegetarian’s Hunt for Sustenance
Author: Tovar Cerulli
Annotation: Author chronicles his dietary journey from his childhood as an omnivore and avid fisherman, to early adulthood as a strict vegan, and later a more thoughtful carnivore. Explores the history of vegetarianism in American culture, and ways his personal relationships affected his thoughts on the acquisition of food. 2012.
DB75168
Title: Little America: The War Within The War For Afghanistan
Author: Rajiv Chandrasekaran
Annotation: Foreign correspondent and author reports on rebuilding efforts in southern Afghanistan. Argues that the initial success of the 2009 military surge was undone by bureaucratic infighting and incompetence. Violence and strong language. 2012.
DB76324
Title: Global Weirdness: Severe Storms, Deadly Heat Waves, Relentless Drought, Rising Seas, and the Weather of the Future
Author: Climate Central
Annotation: Nonprofit science and journalism organization compiles information regarding climate change as of the early twenty-first century. Details research and predictions for future trends, such as fewer but more powerful hurricanes. Provides solutions for limiting the impact of climate change. Commercial audiobook. 2012.
DB76283
Title: Some of My Best Friends Are Black: The Strange Story of Integration in America
Author: Tanner Colby
Annotation: Analysis of the history of racial integration in America. Focuses on four case studies: education in Alabama, real estate and city planning in Missouri, the advertising industry in New York City, and a Catholic church in Louisiana. Some strong language. 2012.
DB74431
Title: Bringing Up Bebe: One American Mother Discovers the Wisdom of French Parenting
Author: Pamela Druckerman
Annotation: Former Wall Street Journal reporter describes the difficulties and joys of parenting after relocating to Paris, France. Discusses the cultural differences between American and French child care, preschool education, and philosophy of life. Argues that good behavior and calm natures are common among Parisian children. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75229
Title: How To Build An Android: The True Story Of Philip K. Dick's Robotic Resurrection
Author: David F. Dufty
Annotation: Describes University of Memphis researchers' 2005 attempt to re-create science-fiction author Philip K. Dick in android form. Chronicles the project's development, its impact on robotics, and the mishap that brought it to a sudden end. 2012.
DB74596
Title: The Power Of Habit: Why We Do What We Do In Life And Business
Author: Charles Duhigg
Annotation: New York Times reporter draws on academic studies, interviews with scientists, and industry research to explore habit formation in individuals, organizations, and societies. Argues that by understanding habits, we can change them. Examines how changing habit loops affected the outcomes for Alcoholics Anonymous members, Target shoppers, and others. Bestseller. 2012.
DB76241
Title: Turing’s Cathedral: The Origins of the Digital Universe
Author: George Dyson
Annotation: Technology historian examines the creation of one of the first computers: the Universal Machine proposed by Alan Turing in 1936. Chronicles the 1945 gathering of scientists, led by mathematician John von Neumann, who constructed the theoretical machine that would later assist early weather modeling and nuclear weapons development. 2012.
DB75467
Title: Reinventing Bach
Author: Paul Elie
Annotation: Explores the work of Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750), who wrote some of the world's best-known church music, and the ways it was re-popularized by twentieth-century musicians and conductors who took advantage of advances in recording technology and spread Bach's compositions to radio, television, and movies. 2012.
DB75083
Title: Farther Away
Author: Jonathan Franzen
Annotation: In twenty-two essays, speeches, and book reviews written from 1998-2011, the author explores themes of modern life from tourism in Cyprus in "The Ugly Mediterranean" to the suicide of his friend and fellow writer in "David Foster Wallace." Bestseller. 2012.
DB75956
Title: Midnight in Peking: How the Murder of a Young Englishwoman Haunted the Last Days of Old China
Author: Paul French
Annotation: Historian reconstructs events surrounding the 1937 murder of twenty-year-old Briton Pamela Werner in Peking, China, just before the Japanese occupation. Chronicles the discovery of Werner's body, the failure of Chinese and British police to find her killers, and her father's own investigation during internment by the invaders. Some violence. 2011.
DB74759
Title: The Presidents Club: Inside The World's Most Exclusive Fraternity
Author: Nancy Gibbs
Annotation: Authors examine the relationships between American presidents from Truman to Obama and demonstrate ways each put aside partisanship and personal feelings for the good of the country. Examples include George H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton's cooperation on disaster relief. Bestseller. 2012. Co-author is Michael Duffy.
DB75666
Title: What Are You Looking At? The Surprising, Shocking, and Sometimes Strange Story of 150 Years of Modern Art
Author: Will Gompertz
Annotation: BBC arts editor and former director at London's Tate gallery explores modern art from Vincent van Gogh to Damien Hirst, with a focus on making it more understandable to the general public. Includes discussion of works such as Duchamp's Fountain -- an upside-down urinal -- and Warhol's Campbell's Soup Cans. 2012.
DB75655
Title: The New New Deal: the Hidden Story of Change in the Obama Era
Author: Michael Grunwald
Annotation: Time magazine correspondent explains the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, popularly known as the stimulus bill; its impact on everyday Americans; and the arguments made by supporters and critics. Discusses the legislation's provenance and passage and compares it to FDR's 1930s New Deal. 2012.
DB76389
Title: Freedom’s Cap: The United States Capitol and the Coming of the Civil War
Author: Guy Gugliotta
Annotation: Account of the 1850-1863 rebuilding of the U.S. Capitol while the country was debating the future of slavery. Discusses the role of Mississippi senator-turned-Secretary of War Jefferson Davis and the rivalry between Army captain Montgomery C. Meigs, the chief engineer, and architect Thomas U. Walter. 2012.
DB75779
Title: The Righteous Mind: Why Good People are Divided by Politics and Religion
Author: Jonathan Haidt
Annotation: Psychologist uses research and personal anecdotes to demonstrate an evolutionarily basis for righteousness. Presents six moral foundations that shape modern society and explores human history and nature. Contends that people seek groups and should try to relate to those from other groups. Some strong language. 2012.
DB75595
Title: The Secret Race: Inside the Hidden World of the Tour de France -- Doping, Cover-Ups, and Winning at All Costs
Author: Tyler Hamilton
Annotation: Former Olympic gold medalist Hamilton and sportswriter Coyle, author of "Lance Armstrong's War", explore the doping issues surrounding professional cycling. Hamilton describes the widespread use of blood transfusions and performance-enhancing drugs, his 2004 downfall, and the cover-ups involving Lance Armstrong and others. Strong language. 2012.
DB74368
Title: The Forest Unseen: A Year's Watch In Nature
Author: David George Haskell
Annotation: Biology professor recounts what he learned when -- guided by the metaphor of the mandala, the contemplation of a small part of something to understand the whole -- he studied a one-meter circle of old-growth Tennessee woodlands for a year. Details the changing seasons' effects on the forest's plants and animals. 2012.
DB74895
Title: Life Everlasting: The Animal Way Of Death
Author: Bernd Heinrich
Annotation: Inspired by a colleague's request to have a "green burial," biologist Heinrich explores the ways animals and plants nurture the web of life after they die. Cites examples from many species on land and in the sea. Includes thoughts on the disposal of human remains. 2012.
DB75387
Title: Why Does The World Exist?: An Existential Detective Story
Author: Jim Holt
Annotation: Examination of competing theories on the origin of the universe. Author gives equal time to divine interpretations of creation and scientific causes. Explores the ideas of Nobel Laureate in physics Steven Weinberg, Christian theologian and philosopher Richard Swinburne, novelist John Updike, and others. 2012.
DB75269
Title: Go-Go Live: The Musical Life and Death of a Chocolate City
Author: Natalie Hopkinson
Annotation: Journalist examines Washington, D.C., during the second half of the twentieth century through the lens of go-go music, which celebrated the capital's black culture. Recounts the rise of stars such as Chuck Brown, the role of political and religious leaders, and the economic impact of the genre. Strong language. 2012.
DB76528
Title: On Saudi Arabia: Its People, Past, Religion, Fault Lines – and Future
Author: Karen Elliott House
Annotation: Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter examines the social, cultural, economic, and political factors of Saudi Arabia's past, present, and future. Argues that Saudi citizens' desire for change in the governing structure and squabbling among Al Saud family members may undermine the monarchy's power. 2012.
DB75699
Title: Marvel Comics: the Untold Story
Author: Sean Howe
Annotation: Former Entertainment Weekly editor details the history of Marvel Comics -- home to Spider-Man, the X-Men, the Avengers, and other superheroes -- from the early 1960s to the twenty-first century. Describes the personalities behind the brand's success, including writer Stan Lee and artist Jack Kirby. For young adults and adults. Some strong language. 2012.
DB75936
Title: Best Food Writing 2012
Editor: Holly Hughes
Annotation: Fifty previously published pieces from online and traditional print sources. Essays explore the draw of particular dishes, food-source movements, family food history, and culinary trends. "The Gumbo Chronicles" discusses trying Louisiana seafood after the 2010 Deep Horizons oil spill. "Sweet Spot" relates tapping your own trees for maple syrup. 2012.
DB76148
Title: Engines of Change: A History of the American Dream in Fifteen Cars
Author: Paul Ingrassia
Annotation: Pulitzer Prize winner and author of Crash Course (DB 71814) analyzes fifteen iconic cars and their impact on American society and history. Profiles Henry Ford, Ferdinand Porche, Heinz Nordoff, Soichiro Honda, and other industrialists. Also details the development of the Ford Model T, Volkswagen Beetle, and Honda Accord. 2012.
BR19736, DB75865
Title: Medusa's Gaze and Vampire's Bite: the Science of Monsters
Author: Matt Kaplan
Annotation: Science journalist examines ancient and modern myths of monsters, from the Nemean Lion of ancient Greece to King Kong and the Terminator. Uses archaeology and other disciplines to theorize on the sources of these tales and the reasons they fascinate us. Young adult appeal. Some violence. 2012.
DB75829
Title: The Revenge of Geography: What the Map Tells Us about Coming Conflicts and the Battle against Fate
Author: Robert D. Kaplan
Annotation: Explores the intersection of geography and political conflicts. Analyzes ancient, historical, and early twenty-first century conflicts ranging from Alexander the Great's empire-building efforts to the U.S. wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 2012.
DB75535
Title: A Universe From Nothing: Why There is Something Rather Than Nothing
Author: Lawrence M. Krauss
Annotation: Arizona State University cosmologist challenges belief in a divine creator and describes modern research in quantum mechanics that suggests the universe originated out of nothing -- and could eventually return to that. Includes afterword by evolutionary biologist and celebrity atheist Richard Dawkins. 2012.
DB75108
Title: City Of Scoundrels: The Twelve Days Of Disaster That Gave Birth To Modern Chicago
Author: Gary Krist
Annotation: Recounts events of the tumultuous summer of 1919 in Chicago, beginning with the crash of a hydrogen-filled blimp into a bank in the heart of the financial district and continuing with a transit strike, the murder of a little girl, and a race riot. Violence. 2012.
DB74818
Title: End This Depression Now! (2012)
Author: Paul Krugman
Annotation: Nobel Prize-winning economist and author of books about economics suggests ways to end the financial meltdown that began in 2008 in the United States and Europe. Advocates large-scale job creation, debt relief, and increased government spending. Bestseller. 2012.
BR19714
Title: Help, Thanks, Wow: the Three Essential Prayers
Author: Anne Lamott
Annotation: The author reflects on the spiritual concepts of powerlessness, gratitude, and wonder. Focuses on the importance of prayer in her life. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75315
Title: The Mansion Of Happiness: A History Of Life And Death
Author: Jill Lepore
Annotation: Harvard historian explores society's changing thinking about the meaning of life and the modern concept of dying with dignity. Contemplates the extremely popular nineteenth-century board game the Mansion of Happiness and the founding of cryogenics. Some entries previously published in The New Yorker magazine. Commercial audiobook. 2012.
DB75938
Title: Savage Continent: Europe in the Aftermath of World War II
Author: Keith Lowe
Annotation: Recounts the violence and lawlessness in the wake of World War II in Europe, including POW camps, civil wars, forced relocation, starvation, and ethnic cleansing. Discusses the expansion of communism, vendettas against the Nazis and their allies, and the fate of civilians. Violence. 2012.
DB75277
Title: Double Cross: The True Story Of The D-day Spies
Author: Ben Macintyre
Annotation: Recounts the deception the Allies used to keep secret the planned location of their 1944 invasion of France. Details the efforts of Tommy "Tar" Robertson of Britain's MI5 to turn playboys, party girls, and eccentrics -- all of whom were Nazi spies -- into double agents. Bestseller. 2012.
DB74592
Title: Drift: The Unmooring Of American Military Power
Author: Rachel Maddow
Annotation: Emmy Award-winning MSNBC talk-show host argues that America has grown accustomed to perpetual war. Recounts the expansion of executive authority and outsourcing and relates other changes in national security priorities. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75291
Title: Dream Team: How Michael, Magic, Larry, Charles, and the Greatest Team of All Time Conquered the World and Changed the Game of Basketball Forever
Author: Jack McCallum
Annotation: Sports Illustrated reporter covers the 1992 U.S. gold medal-winning Olympic basketball team -- the first ever composed of professionals -- from its inception to the medal ceremony in Barcelona. Details the selection of the players, the fourteen games they played together, and the team's mark on basketball history. Strong language. Bestseller. 2012.
DB74440
Title: Coming Apart: The State Of White America, 1960-2010
Author: Charles Murray
Annotation: Coauthor of 1994 bestseller "The Bell Curve" posits that the country's white population has split into two distinct groups -- the haves and the have-nots -- whose different behaviors and values are eroding traditional American culture. Compares the upper and lower classes and offers solutions to unify them. Bestseller. 2012.
DB76285
Title: The Scientific Sherlock Holmes: Cracking the Case with Science and Forensics
Author: James O’Brien
Annotation: Chemistry professor and Sherlock Holmes scholar O'Brien analyzes the ways the fictional detective relied on forensic science to solve crimes. Details Holmes's use of handwriting analysis, cryptology, and--two years before police did--fingerprinting. Traces the development of these techniques and their application in actual cases. 2013.
DB75392
Title: The Lady In Gold: The Extraordinary Tale Of Gustav Klimt's Masterpiece, Portrait Of Adele Bloch-Bauer
Author: Anne-Marie O’Connor
Annotation: Account of the creation of the Austrian artist's famous 1907 painting, its seizure by the Nazis, and the legal battle to return that work and others to Bloch-Bauer's heirs. Details Viennese culture before and during World War II and the lives of Klimt and his high-society model. Some violence. 2012.
DB75563
Title: The Best Science Writing Online 2012
Editor: Jennifer Ouellette
Annotation: Collection of fifty-one essays on science topics originally published on the Internet. In "A View to a Kill in the Morning" Deborah Blum, author of "The Poisoner's Handbook", discusses carbon dioxide poisoning. PZ Myers explains scientific inquiry to a child in "Dear Emma B." 2012. Co-editor is Jennifer Ouellette.
DB74537
Title: Revelations: Visions, Prophecy, And Politics In The Book Of Revelation
Author: Elaine Pagels
Annotation: Author of "The Gnostic Gospels" describes the process by which the book of Revelation -- regarded as a near-fantastic vision of the world's end -- came to be added to the New Testament by fourth-century bishops. Explores the political purpose of its author, John of Patmos. Discusses other early-Christian apocalyptic texts. 2012.
DB76031
Title: People Who Eat Darkness: The True Story of a Young Woman Who Vanished from the Streets of Tokyo -- and the Evil That Swallowed Her Up
Author: Richard Lloyd Parry
Annotation: London Times Tokyo bureau chief investigates the case of twenty-one-year-old Englishwoman Lucie Blackman, who was murdered after moving to Tokyo, Japan, in 2000 to work as a nightclub hostess. Follows the trial of the accused and describes the Blackman family's anguish. Some strong language. Commercial audiobook. 2011.
DB75715
Title: 1775:  A Good Year For Revolution
Author: Kevin Phillips
Annotation: Author posits that 1775 was the year that the American Revolution established its basis for armed resistance to Great Britain. Discusses the war's causes, battlegrounds, and worldwide consequences while emphasizing the roles of religion and ethnicity and slaves, indentured servants, and natives in the conflict. Commercial audiobook. 2012.
DB75676
Title: Spillover: Animal Infections and the Next Human Pandemic
Author: David Quammen
Annotation: Science reporter investigates the field of epidemiology, specifically the transmission of disease from animal to human. Traces the development of illnesses such as Ebola, SARS, avian influenza, and Lyme disease and theorizes on the likelihood of where the next outbreak may occur. 2012.
DB75776
Title: The Generals: American Military Command from World War II to Today
Author: Thomas E. Ricks
Annotation: Companion to Fiasco (DB/RC 63207) and Gamble (DB/RC 68605) argues that the U.S. Army has, to its detriment, moved away from the World War II practice of quickly replacing ineffective generals. Cites subsequent failures in more recent conflicts and suggests reforms. Strong language. Bestseller. Commercial audiobook. 2012.
DB76162
Title: The Ocean of Life: The Fate of Man and the Sea
Author: Callum Roberts
Annotation: Marine scientist and author of The Unnatural History of the Sea (DB 67600) considers the future of the earth's oceans and the impact that overfishing, pollution, climate change, and other problems are having on human life. Examines industrial farming and aquaculture initiatives, recreation and conservation efforts, and more. 2012.
DB75898
Title: Lost at Sea: the Jon Ronson Mysteries
Author: Jon Ronson
Annotation: British author of The Men Who Stare at Goats (DB/RC 60917) pens essays exploring absurdities of the modern world. In the title piece Ronson investigated the 2011 disappearance of an employee from a Disney cruise and learned that many people go missing from cruises every year. Strong language. 2012.
BR19709, DB75782
Title: Hallucinations
Author: Oliver Sacks
Annotation: Neurologist and author examines the phenomenon, history, and treatment of hallucinations. Investigates visual, auditory, and olfactory events. Discusses drug-induced, mind-altering experiences and diseases with hallucinatory symptoms such as Charles Bonnet syndrome, which affects blind individuals. Bestseller. 2012.
DB74406
Title: Connectome: How The Brain's Wiring Makes Us Who We Are
Author: Sebastian Seung
Annotation: Neuroscientist explains the concept of "connectomes" -- the connections between neurons that, he argues, provide a biological basis for personality, intelligence, and memory. Explores the role of genes and life experiences in "wiring" the brain and the impact this field of study could have on medicine and science. Commercial audiobook. 2012.
DB75771
Title: The Signal and the Noise: Why So Many Predictions Fail -- But Some Don't
Author: Nate Silver
Annotation: Statistician and blogger examines predictive probability. Analyzes both successes and failures of prediction in the areas of weather forecasting, sports, national defense, and investing. Compares historical and contemporary examples. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75422
Title: The Long Road To Antietam: How The Civil War Became A Revolution
Author: Richard Slotkin
Annotation: Historian analyzes the political and military conspiracies that occurred during the months preceding the September 1862 Maryland battle. Details the conflicting strategies of president Abraham Lincoln and Union general George McClellan. Includes day-by-day fighting accounts and chronicles the events that led to the Emancipation Proclamation. 2012.
DB75884
Title: Far From the Tree: Parents, Children, and the Search for Identity
Author: Andrew Solomon
Annotation: Author of The Noonday Demon (DB/RC 53027) explores the ways families with children who are profoundly different from their parents redefine themselves. Uses anecdotal evidence to illustrate their responsibilities and struggles dealing with such issues as deafness, autism, schizophrenia, transsexualism, criminality, and more. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75280
Title: Some Remarks: Essays And Other Writing
Author: Neal Stephenson
Annotation: Eighteen essays, interviews, and short stories by the author. In "Metaphysics in the Royal Society, 1715-2010" Stephenson explores the rivalry between Isaac Newton and Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz and its lasting impact on science and philosophy. Includes Stephenson's revisions of previously published material. 2012.
DB75232
Title: Tiny Beautiful Things: Advice On Love And Life From Dear Sugar
Author: Cheryl Strayed
Annotation: Author compiles selections from her advice column published in the online magazine The Rumpus. Addresses pain-medication addiction, dead-beat dads, and relationship woes. Strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2012.
DB76116
Title: The Outpost: An Untold Story of American Valor
Author: Jake Tapper
Annotation: TV newsman chronicles the October 3, 2009, attack on U. S. Army base Combat Outpost Keating in the Afghanistan mountains and the events that preceded it. Describes the lives and fates of the more than fifty American soldiers who eventually prevailed over a much-larger Taliban force. Violence and strong language. 2012.
DB75159
Title: Masters Of The Planet: The Search For Our Human Origins
Author: Ian Tattersall
Annotation: Anthropologist surveys the archaeological record to determine likely reasons why Homo sapiens outlasted other human species. In addition to the ability to walk on two feet and use tools, Tattersall argues it was the acquisition of language that made us truly human. 2012.
DB76546
Title: Londoners: The Days and Nights of London Now -- as Told by Those Who Love It, Hate It, Live It, Left It, and Long for It
Author: Craig Taylor
Annotation: Collection of eighty-three essays on life in and around London. Topics cover arriving in the city, seeing the sights, earning a living, and keeping the peace. Written by people from all walks of life, including a plumber, taxi driver, beekeeper, singer, and terrorist suspect. Some descriptions of sex. 2011.
DB76434
Title: The Big Screen: The Story of the Movies
Author: David Thomson
Annotation: Film critic pens a history of movies from the late nineteenth-century to the digital age and assesses their influence on society. Profiles producers, directors, actors, and actresses. Discusses innovations and film studies from the United States and Europe. Some strong language. 2012.
DB75611
Title: The Oath: the Obama White House and the Supreme Court
Author: Jeffrey Toobin
Annotation: Legal analyst and author assesses the ideological differences between Chief Justice John Roberts and President Barack Obama. Details the politics and procedural strategies behind court decisions -- including the 2012 ruling that narrowly upheld the Affordable Care Act -- and their implications. Some strong language. 2012.
DB75476
Title: How Children Succeed: Grit, Curiosity, and the Hidden Power of Character
Author: Paul Tough
Annotation: Journalist synthesizes information from economists, psychologists, and neuroscientists to support the theory that non-cognitive skills -- or personality traits -- such as persistence, self-control, and self-confidence are more critical to success in life than intelligence. Recommends teaching the ability to overcome failure and manage disappointment at an early age. Bestseller. 2012.
DB75472
Title: Rabid: A Cultural History of the World's Most Diabolical Virus
Author: Bill Wasik
Annotation: Cultural history of rabies, the beast-to-human transmitted virus, from ancient times to Louis Pasteur's late nineteenth-century vaccine and modern-day survivors. Discusses the sources of the brain infection that used to be one hundred percent fatal. Bestseller. 2012.
DB76477
Title: On the Eve: The Jews of Europe Before the Second World War
Author: Bernard Wasserstein
Annotation: Professor examines the diverse Jewish communities within 1930s European and Soviet society. Posits that cultural assimilation and other factors led to factionalism and internal disarray and left Jews ill-equipped to confront growing anti-Semitism. Violence. 2012.
DB75473
Title: The Price of Politics
Author: Bob Woodward
Annotation: Award-winning reporter chronicles the White House's efforts to restore the American economy from 2009-2011, giving special attention to the debt-limit showdown. Posits that lack of leadership and resistance to alliances with top members of Congress led to discord and a possible 2013 fiscal crisis. Strong language. Bestseller. 2012.
DB74877
Title: The Grey Album: On The Blackness Of Blackness
Author: Kevin Young
Annotation: Poet explores the influence of storytelling on literature and music in African-American culture. Examines encoded spirituals in the time of slavery, works of the Harlem Renaissance, and rap and hip-hop of the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. 2012.
Created by Rachel Bussan (IA1A) on June 18, 2013
