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(We own all of these books)

LT10034, DB73797
Title: The Marriage Plot
Author: Jeffrey Eugenides
Annotation: Brown University, 1980s. English major Madeleine is drawn to bipolar student Leonard, even though divinity student Mitchell secretly wants to marry her. After graduation Madeleine helps Leonard recover from a breakdown, while Mitchell volunteers in India. All three struggle with the meaning of life. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
DB73205
Title: The Tiger's Wife
Author: Tea Obreht

Annotation: Dr. Natalia Stefanovic, on a goodwill mission to inoculate Balkans war orphans, learns that her grandfather has died in a nearby village. Natalia uncovers the origins of his stories about a "deathless" man and a deaf-mute woman's strange relationship with a tiger. Strong language and some violence. Bestseller. 2011.
DB73791
Title: The Art Of Fielding
Author: Chad Harbach

Annotation: Henry Skrimshander is a baseball star at his small Wisconsin college, but his life goes awry after he throws a wayward ball. Meanwhile, Henry's gay roommate has a risky affair with the school president, Guert Affenlight. And Guert's long-lost daughter returns home after a divorce. Strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
BR19472, DB73935
Title: The Sense of an Ending
Author: Julian Barnes

Annotation: London. Retired and divorced, Tony Webster is bequeathed a journal that belonged to his schoolmate Adrian, who committed suicide forty years ago. Tony reflects on the past, which included a bitter parting from his first lover Veronica, who next dated Adrian. Some strong language. Man Booker Prize. Bestseller. 2011.
DB73464
Title: State Of Wonder
Author: Ann Patchett

Annotation: Vogel Pharmaceutical sends pharmacologist Marina Singh to Amazonian Brazil to locate elusive employee Dr. Annick Swenson, who was once Singh's professor. While investigating the status of Swenson's fertility-drug research, Singh also hopes to uncover the fate of colleague Anders Eckman, whom Swenson reported dead. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
DB72823
Title: Swamplandia!
Author: Karen Russell

Annotation: A family-owned alligator-wrestling park in Florida struggles after thirteen-year-old Ava Bigtree's mother -- the attraction's star performer -- dies. Then Ava's father disappears, her brother takes a job at a competitor, and her sister runs away with a ghost. Strong language and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2011.
DB73248

Title: The Pale King: An Unfinished Novel
Author: David Foster Wallace

Annotation: David Wallace and other trainees arrive at the IRS center in Peoria, Illinois, in 1985 to begin their careers as agents -- the same year that the IRS began to operate like a for-profit business. The work is so tedious that boredom-survival training is offered. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
DB74564
Title: Say Her Name
Author: Francisco Goldman

Annotation: Autobiographical novel describes the marriage of writer Francisco Goldman and Aura Estrada, a Mexican graduate student at Columbia University who is almost half Francisco's age. When Aura dies in a body-surfing accident, her heartbroken mother blames Francisco. 2011.
BR19453, DB74033
Title: Salvage The Bones
Author: Jesmyn Ward

Annotation: Mississippi, August  2005. Young black teenager Esch Batiste -- pregnant, hungry, and rejected -- helps her widowed father and three brothers prepare for the approaching hurricane. When the storm arrives, the family seeks refuge in the attic. Violence, strong language, and some explicit descriptions of sex. National Book Award. 2011.
DB74780
Title: Lost Memory of Skin

Author: Russell Banks

Annotation: Florida. The Kid is an uneducated convicted sex offender who lives beneath a highway causeway and works as a busboy. He is befriended by the Professor, a sociologist studying the homeless. But the Professor has his own dark past. Strong language and some descriptions of sex. PEN/Faulkner Award finalist. 2011.
DB73695
Title: Stone Arabia

Author: Dana Spiotta

Annotation: Middle-aged siblings Nik and Denise grew up in Los Angeles during the seventies and eighties. Nik, a reclusive musician/songwriter, keeps a scrapbook that chronicles his fantasy life; their mother slips into age-related dementia; and Denise's daughter wants to make a documentary film about Nik's alternative world. Strong language. Bestseller.  2011.
DB74774
Title: The Forgotten Waltz

Author: Anne Enright
Annotation: Ireland. Gina Moynihan is the other woman—and she relishes the role, even though she is married and her lover Sean Vallely has a wife and a preteen daughter, Evie. As time goes on Gina is surprised by how much Evie comes to mean to her. Some descriptions of sex. 2011.
DB74917
Title: The Angel Esmerelda: Nine Stories
Author: Don DeLillo

Annotation: Collection of nine previously published stories by the author of Falling Man (DB 64505). In the title story, a nun experiences life in the South Bronx and witnesses a miracle. Some violence. 1979.
DB74296
Title: Binocular Vision: New and Selected Stories
Author: Edith Pearlman

Annotation: Thirty-four short stories by O. Henry Award-winning author Pearlman. In the title piece a ten-year-old uses binoculars to spy on his neighbors and later learns their secret. In "Vaquita" the emigrant minister of health in a Latin American country awaits deportation. Introduction by Ann Patchett. Some strong language. 2011.
LT10000, DB74148
Title: The Language of Flowers
Author: Vanessa Diffenbaugh

Annotation: Eighteen-year-old Victoria Jones, abandoned as an infant, ages out of California's foster-home system. Victoria's only decent home was with Elizabeth, who taught Victoria to care for flowers. Victoria eventually finds work with a florist and meets Elizabeth's nephew Grant, who also speaks through flowers. Some strong language. 2011.
DB74577
Title: We Others

Author: Steven Millhauser

Annotation: Pulitzer Prize winning author compiles twenty-one short stories from his thirty-year career, including seven written in 2008-2011. In the title piece, a ghost becomes involved in the lives of two lonely women. 2011.
DB73212
Title: The Weird Sisters

Author: Eleanor Brown

Annotation: The three Andreas sisters return home to help their Shakespearean-scholar father care for their mother. But each sibling has her own issues: penniless Cordelia is pregnant, Rosalind is losing her adjunct professorship -- and her fiance, and Bianca was fired for stealing. Strong language and some descriptions of sex. 2011.
DB74178
Title: Nightwoods

Author: Charles Frazier

Annotation: North Carolina, 1960s. When her sister Lily is murdered, Luce, the caretaker of an abandoned lodge, is entrusted with Lily's disturbed twin children. Then Stubblefield, heir to the property, arrives to assess his inheritance. Soon the kids' stepfather, who killed their mother, joins them. Strong language and some violence. 2011.
DB73395
Title: Maine

Author: J. Courtney Sullivan

Annotation: Bullying Irish Catholic matriarch Alice Kelleher presides over her dysfunctional family at their beach house in Maine. Alice's unwed granddaughter Maggie shows up with some surprising news -- she's pregnant. Soon Alice's angry hippie daughter Kathleen and goody-goody daughter-in-law Ann Marie arrive. Strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
DB74455
Title: This Beautiful Life
Author: Helen Schulman

Annotation: After relocating from Ithaca to Manhattan, the Bergamots place their fifteen-year-old son Jake and six-year-old adopted daughter Coco in private schools. Their household implodes when a middle-school girl sends Jake her sex video and he unintentionally makes it go viral. Strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. 2011.
DB74519
Title: What Alice Forgot

Author: Liane Moriarty

Annotation: When Alice Love awakens on a gym floor she wonders why she's there; she's pregnant and hates gyms. She soon learns it's 2008 -- not 1998 -- and that she has had three children and is in the middle of a nasty divorce. Strong language. 2009.
DB72912
Title: When The Killing's Done
Author: T. Coraghessan Boyle

Annotation: Biologist Alma Takesue wants to exterminate the rats on the Channel Islands off the California coast, where her grandmother survived a shipwreck in 1946. But animal-rights activist Dave LaJoy, whose lover Anise grew up on a sheep ranch on one of the islands, opposes the plan. Strong language. Bestseller.  2011.
DB74491
Title: Girls in White Dresses

Author: Jennifer Close

Annotation: In loosely related chapters, friends Isabella, Mary, and Lauren forge lives for themselves in New York during their twenties. As they wander in and out of relationships, they attend shower after shower for friends who marry and have babies. Some strong language. 2011.
DB73536
Title: Night Road

Author: Kristin Hannah

Annotation: Pine Island, Washington. Fourteen-year-old freshman Lexi, a former foster child, becomes wealthy Mia's best and only friend. By senior year Mia's popular twin brother Zach and Lexi are a couple. But bad choices made by the three teens lead to disaster for both families. Some strong language. 2011.
DB73530
Title: The Peach Keeper

Author: Sarah Addison Allen

Annotation: North Carolina. Former high school classmates Willa and Paxton join forces to uncover long-hidden secrets after a skeleton is found beneath a peach tree on the grounds of a mansion. The house once belonged to Willa's family and is being restored by the Women's Society Club, headed by Paxton. 2011.
DB74498
Title: The Taste of Salt

Author: Martha Southgate

Annotation: Thirty-six-year-old marine biologist Josie Henderson is trying to forget her childhood with an alcoholic dad. But when her brother comes out of rehab, Josie -- an African American with a white husband -- is forced to confront her emotions about marriage, race, and addiction. Strong language. 2011.
DB74107
Title: All The Time In The World: New And Selected Stories
Author: E. L. Doctorow

Annotation: A dozen stories set in urban and suburban locales, modern and historical, where protagonists are at odds with their environment. In the title piece, a runner in a big city envisions the wilds of Mongolia. Some strong language. 2011. Contents: Wakefield. Edgemont Drive. Assimilation. Liner Notes: The Songs of Billy Bathgate. Heist. Walter John Harmon. A House on the Plains. Jolene: a Life. The Writer in the Family. Willi. The Hunter. All the Time in the World.
DB73793
Title: The Best American Short Stories, 2011: Selected From U.S. And Canadian Magazines
Author: Geraldine Brooks, editor

Annotation: Twenty short stories selected from the past year's American and Canadian magazines. In "Foster" an Irish girl is sent to live with strangers for the summer. In "Free Fruit for Young Widows" an Israeli man explains war to his son. Some violence and some strong language. 2011.
DB73307
Title: Best Staged Plans
Author: Claire Cook

Annotation: Home stager Sandy Sullivan wants her adult son to move out so she can sell her house, but he resists -- and her husband isn't helping. When her best friend's boyfriend offers her a hotel-staging job in Atlanta, Sandy sees a chance to reinvent her life. Some strong language. Commercial audiobook. 2011.
DB72610
Title: The Elephant’s Journey

Author: Jose Saramago

Annotation: Lisbon, 1551. Portuguese King Joao III sends his cousin Archduke Maximilian of Austria an unusual wedding present: an elephant named Solomon. Solomon, his caretaker Subhro, and the royal caravan travel across Europe, over the Alps, to Vienna. Originally published in Portuguese, translated by Margaret Jull Costa. 2010.
DB72712
Title: I Think I Love You
Author: Allison Pearson

Annotation: In 1974 Welsh thirteen-year-old Petra and her friend Sharon are infatuated with America teen idol David Cassidy. Meanwhile, writer Bill is pretending to be David in the fan magazine the girls memorize. Fate brings all four of them together in 1998. Strong language and some descriptions of sex. 2010.
DB74688
Title: If You Were Here

Author: Jen Lancaster

Annotation: After Mia, a successful author of young adult Amish zombie novels, allows her husband Mac, a wannabe vigilante, to wage war against a local tagger, they realize it's time to move to the suburbs. But the house they choose needs more rehab than they thought possible. 2011.
DB74023
Title: The Love of My Youth

Author: Mary Gordon

Annotation: Thirty-six years after they broke up, middle-aged former sweethearts Miranda and Adam meet each other in Rome by coincidence. On daily walks through the city, the two reminisce about the past and wonder what would have happened had they stayed together. Some strong language. 2011.
DB72896
Title: Love, Honor, and Betray
Author: Kimberla Lawson Roby
Series: Reverend Curtis Black, Book 8

Annotation: The Reverend Curtis Black takes custody of his two-year-old illegitimate daughter Curtina when his mistress dies. Curtis's third wife Charlotte resents the girl and has two affairs while Curtis struggles with his own temptations. Both Curtis and Charlotte wonder if their marriage can be saved. 2011. Eighth book about Curtis Black and his family. Sequel to "Be Careful What You Pray For."
DB74363
Title: Miss New India

Author: Bharati Mukherjee

Annotation: With the help of her American teacher, Anjali Bose flees her catastrophic arranged marriage in northern India. In the teeming city of Bangalore, Anjali meets a diverse group of people and struggles to find a job at a call center. 2011.
DB74282
Title: The Orphan Master’s Son

Author: Adam Johnson

Annotation: North Korea. Pak Jun Do spends his childhood on an orphan slave-labor crew -- even though his father runs the orphanage. Later he is placed on kidnap duty, snatching Japanese citizens whose skills are needed. Over time, his assignments grow increasingly dangerous. Violence, strong language, and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2012.
DB73189
Title: The PEN/O. Henry Prize Stories, 2011
Author: Laura Furman

Annotation: Twenty short stories selected from literary magazines. In "Bed Death" two American girls teach English in a school in Malaysia, until one leaves alone. In "Never Come Back" a miner's daughter-in-law takes off with his grandson. Strong language, some violence, and some explicit descriptions of sex. 2011.
LT9772, DB73208
Title: Save Me

Author: Lisa Scottoline

Annotation: A volunteer at her daughter Melly's school cafeteria, Rose McKenna is scolding third-grader Amanda for teasing Melly about her birthmark when an explosion occurs. Rose escorts Amanda and her friends toward the exit before returning to find Melly. When Amanda is severely injured, others blame Rose. Strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
DB73457
Title: Silver Girl

Author: Erin Hilderbrand

Annotation: Although they are estranged, recently widowed Connie helps her childhood friend Meredith after Meredith's husband is arrested for running a Ponzi scheme. The two retreat to Connie's Nantucket home, where they cautiously rekindle their friendship and find surprising romances. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2011.
DB74553
Title: The Story of Beautiful Girl

Author: Rachel Simon

Annotation: 1968. Lynnie, a developmentally disabled white woman, and Homan, a deaf-mute black man, escape from a Pennsylvania institution and take refuge with widowed schoolteacher Martha. Before the authorities arrive, Lynnie entrusts her newborn daughter to Martha and Homan flees. Lynnie and Homan long for one another over the decades. 2011.
DB74258
Title: Summer Rental

Author: Mary Kay Andrews

Annotation: Unemployed banker Ellis, model Julia, and teacher Dorie -- once childhood friends in Savannah, Georgia -- rent a beach house in Nags Head, North Carolina, for a month. The women, now in their thirties, share hopes and disappointments and shelter a stranger on the run from her husband. Strong language and some violence. 2011.
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