Western Conference Business Meeting
Sunday, May 20, 2012 - 4:15-5:45 pm

AGENDA

· Introductions







 
· Review/approve 2011 meeting minutes



 

· Committee reports
· Review process for selecting members

· Appoint a representative to the Equipment Committee


 
 
· Review of 2011 Resolutions






· 2012 Resolutions






· New business

· Western Conference 2013 – topics, presenters; change gears and join other 3?

· Other?

· Adjourn

Western Conference 2013, Salem, Oregon, May 14-16, 2013.
2011 Resolutions:

The members of the Western Conference thank the staff, volunteers, and friends of the Colorado Talking Book Library for their hard work and gracious hospitality in hosting a successful, informative, and fun NLS biennial conference.


Response:  NLS concurs.

2.
The members of the Western Conference urge NLS to move ahead with accepting locally produced digital audio books for hosting on BARD without going through the quality assurance process.


Response:  NLS has begun developing a process by which locally recorded materials (that have not passed quality assurance) may be submitted for mounting on BARD.  The process must be developed and tested before it is opened to the network at large.

3.
Members of the Western Conference request that NLS consider shortening the 
length of the national conference beginning with 2014 due to significant budget and travel constraints.


Response:  This will be considered when NLS begins planning for the 2014 National Conference.

4.
Members of the Western Conference request that NLS allow network libraries to XESS cassette books monthly and take advantage of the collection at MSCW. 



Response:  This network was implemented as a cooperative network. NLS would produce the books, playback equipment, catalogs, and publications and the network of cooperating libraries would provide the facilities and staff for housing the collections and for ongoing day-to-day service to eligible readers in their service area. Certainly analog collection copies can be reduced but some copies will need to be kept for books for which demand remains. The Multistate Centers were developed as a backup for the network libraries’ collections and were not intended as primary circulation point. NLS is developing a plan to expedite the disposal of the RC collections, but it will require network libraries to participate in the XESS process to ensure that federal property is disposed of appropriately.  

5.
The members of the Western Conference request that NLS provide virtual access to the 2012 NLS conference for those who are unable to attend in person.  If the cost of virtual access is prohibitive the Western Conference requests that at a minimum an audio recording of the conference be provided.  We encourage all who can attend in person to do so but understand that some states may still have travel restrictions in place next year. (Network Division)


Response:  These recommendations will be considered in the planning of the 2012 National Conference.

6.
Whereas the National Library Service requires new patrons to submit an application completed and certified in hard copy for library service to its cooperating library; be it resolved that members of the Western Conference request that NLS revise this requirement to allow network libraries to accept faxed or electronic copies of completed applications certified by electronic signature in lieu of the hard copy original. 


Response:  NLS will investigate the feasibility of this resolution.

7.
The members of the Western Conference encourage NLS to explore the 
possibility of revising regulations about who can certify reading disabled users. 


Response:  Network librarians are encouraged to forward individuals with concerns regarding competent authority for certification of reading disability to the chief of the Network Division. NLS is reviewing its publication on Talking Books and Reading Disabilities to determine if the explanation can be refined.  However, it is not a good time to approach Congress with a request that will expand eligibility and local and federal commitment to this program. 

