Western Conference Business Meeting

Wednesday, May 18, 2011

8:30-9:30 a.m.

Colorado Talking Book Library

AGENDA

Welcome/Introductions





   5 min.

Review/approve 2010 meeting minutes



   5 min.

Committee Reports?






   5 min

Review of 2010 Resolutions





 10 min.

2011 Resolutions






 10 min.

New business: 2012 conference topics



 10 min.

                        Regional conference proposal        

2013 Western Conference





 10 min.                        

Election of 2011-2013 chair and vice-chair



 10 min.

Adjourn

Welcome/Introductions

Sue Walker called the meeting to order.  Sue Hammer-Schneider acted as recording secretary.
Review/Approve 2010 Meeting Minutes

Susan Hammer-Schneider read the minutes from the 2010 NLS Conference meeting held in Des Moines, Iowa.  Linda Montgomery made a motion to approve the 2010 minutes.  Henry Chang seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
Committee Reports

Collection Development - John Mugford from New Mexico will represent the Western Region at the Collection Development meeting the 4th week May in Washington DC.

Mike Marlin covered the updates on the ASCLA NLS Revised Standards and Guidelines of Service for the Library of Congress Network of Libraries for the Blind and Physically Handicapped in the NLS Standards update with Tom Peters.
Review of 2010 Resolutions

There was a discussion on the resolutions of the Western Conference during the 2010 biennial National Library Service conference in Des Moines, Iowa.  It was noted that #4 was not posted on the website.  The number four resolution was:
4) Members of the Western Conference request that the National Library Service share the three-month average of the memory-market price (as determined from listings on DRAMeXchange.com) on a monthly basis in order to facilitate improved budgeting of digital cartridge purchasing. It is understood that subscription pricing for DRAMeXchange.com is beyond the financial means of most programs, and the sharing of this specific, important data could prove of significant benefit to programs purchasing digital cartridges in bulk amounts from Northstar.
2011 Resolutions

The following 2011 resolutions were proposed and discussed:
1) The members of the Western Conference thank the staff, volunteers, and friends of the Colorado Talking Book Library for their hard work and gracious hospitality in hosting a successful, informative, and fun NLS biennial conference.

2) The members of the Western Conference urge NLS to move ahead with accepting locally produced digital audio books for hosting on BARD without going through the quality assurance process.

3) Members of the Western Conference request that NLS consider shortening the length of the national conference beginning with 2014 due to significant budget and travel constraints.

4) Members of the Western Conference request that NLS allow network libraries to XCESS cassette books monthly and take advantage of the collection at MSCW.

5) The members of the Western Conference request that NLS provide virtual access to the 2012 NLS conference for those who are unable to attend in person.  If the cost of virtual access is prohibitive the Western Conference requests that at a minimum an audio recording of the conference be provided.  We encourage all who can attend in person to do so but understand that some states may still have travel restrictions in place next year.

6) Whereas the National Library Service requires new patrons to submit an application completed and certified in hard copy for library service to its cooperating library; be it resolved that members of the Western Conference request that NLS revise this requirement to allow network libraries to accept faxed or electronic copies of completed applications certified by electronic signature in lieu of the hard copy original.
7) The members of the Western Conference encourage NLS to explore the possibility of revising regulations about who can certify reading disabled users.

Sue Walker asked for suggestions for proposed topics for the 2013 Western Regional Conference.

Sue Hammer-Schneider moved the Western Region accept the invitation from the Midlands region and collaborate with the Midlands and Southern Regions for the 2013 Regional Conference in New Orleans.  Hope Williams seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Election of Officers

Sue Walker called for nominations for Chair and Vice-chair.  Sue Walker proposed the names Danielle Miller for Chair and Debbi MacLeod for Vice-Chair.  Henry Chang seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  

Sue Walker presented Danielle Miller with a gavel for her term as Chair for the Western Region.

With no other business, Debbi MacLeod moved to adjourn the meeting.  Susan Weston seconded the motion.  Meeting adjourned at 9:30.

Submitted by Sue Hammer-Schneider, North Dakota
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