WESTERN REGION BUSINESS MEETING

2006 BIENNIAL NLS CONFERENCE

Portland, Maine 

April 30, 2006

Bessie Oakes, Chairperson, called meeting to order.

Introduction of Members: Representatives were introduced from Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Hawaii, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, South Dakota, and Utah & Washington. Others: Paula Stuart, new MSCW Director was introduced.  David Whittall, NLS Network Consultant and Mitake Burts, Keystone was also present.  

Member changes: Stella Cone, North Dakota, is now at the Atlanta Georgia Regional Library. Susan Westin, Oregon, will be attending the Conference tomorrow; Wyoming and North Dakota were not represented.

Minutes of the May 13, 2005 Western/Midlands Regional Conference held in Seattle, Washington, were read and approved as corrected.

Old Business:

The Midlands Region accepted the invitation from the Western Region to hold a joint conference to be held May 15-18, 2007, in Scottsdale, AZ, at the Scottsdale Old Town Courtyard Marriott Hotel. Room rate: $99.00 + tax. Program Co-Directors: Bessie Oakes, Utah, and Karen Keninger, Iowa, with Linda Montgomery, Arizona, hosting.

Preliminary agenda concepts for the 2007 Western/Midlands Conference:

-Raise awareness of how each Regional Library fits in with their parent system.

-Multiple planning issues of the Digital DTB transition by NLS (focusing on shelving, centralization, DTB management, etc.) “other than the local Recording Programs”.

New Business:

Members unanimously agreed that this conference was excellent in both content and format. Discussion of Web Braille patron “has had” titles and circulation/readership statistics not being provided by NLS has created a break in service for Web Braille patrons. The need to have these statistics as a mechanism to cross-reference “has had” book formats (Web Braille, RC, BR, etc.) was strongly supported. It was noted that the Utah BPH provides similar statistics to libraries with print Braille patrons.  
The NLS pre-consult visit survey form (based on the Revised ALA 2005 Standards) needs to be provided in an electronic interface format. Three resolutions were proposed, unanimously passed and will be sent to the attention of NLS. 1) Appreciation to our host, Melora Norman of Maine and NLS for this excellent conference. 2) NLS to address Web Braille statistics for Regional Libraries 3) NLS to address the NLS pre-consult visit survey format be changed.   These are attached to these minutes.  

Meeting Adjourned 

Western Business Meeting

NLS 2006 National Conference

April 30, 2006, Portland, Maine

Resolutions

RESOLUTION I:

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE WESTERN REGION, that the Maine Regional Library, as 

Hosting library, and the National Library Service (NLS) as sponsor of the 2006 Biennial 

National Conference ARE HEREBY gratefully acknowledged for this learning and 

Networking opportunity.  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Western Region is 

deeply grateful to NLS for the tremendous effort put forth in the area of research and 

development of the new digital book, machine and overall digital management. 

RESOLUTION II:

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE WESTERN REGION, that in order to provide the best possible patron service, the National Library Service (NLS) address the issue of providing the Regional Libraries who serve Web Braille patrons with monthly Web Braille statistics. Specifically, we request NLS develop a way to provide Web Braille patron usage information such as patron identification with corresponding “has had” titles and monthly circulation/readership statistics, by the end of 2006.  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this be integrated with any and all currently planned electronically downloadable book and/or magazine formats developed by NLS, by the end of 2007.

RESOLUTION III:

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE WESTERN REGION, that the National Library Service (NLS) survey form, required for NLS consultant visits (based on the revised American Library Association 2005 Standards), be provided to each Regional Librarian in an electronic interface format, one month prior to a planned visit in the interest of a more overall efficient process. 

